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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, June 6, 2013 at the 

Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present were Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Connor, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon, Mrs. Miller and 

Mr. Tarro.  Absent was Mr. Guida. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Timothy Connor led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore welcomed Timothy Connor, the new Student Representative to the School Committee.  

Mr. Connor, a Barrington High School junior, is active in the Science Olympiad and the Debate 

Team and spent a semester in Washington as a Senate Page.  Mr. Connor thanked the School 

Committee for the opportunity and for allowing the position to provide student perspective.  Dr. 

Shea also welcomed Mr. Connor on behalf of the School Committee.    

 

Mr. Messore recognized several Barrington High School athletic achievements.  They included the 

Girls Lacrosse State Championship; the Golf State Championship; David Kraunelis winning the 

Golf Individual State Championship for the second year in a row; the Boys Tennis Team for 

winning the Division I METB Sportsmanship Award; the Boys Outdoor Track and Field team who 

are Division Meet and Class Champions; Charlie Ionata as Track and Field Hammer Throw State 

Champion; the Girls Outdoor Track and Field Division Meet Champions;  the Girls Outdoor Track 

and Field 4x800 meter Relay Team Champions Emma McMillan, Julianna Portelli, Megan Verner-

Crist, Abigail Livingston, and Cameron Voigt as the State Runner up in the Individual State 

Championship.  

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

The scheduled Spotlight on Teaching and Learning on the Senior Project was not held due to a 

simultaneous scheduling conflict with the Senior Banquet. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mrs. Dillon presented an update on Instructional Technology used throughout the district as 

continuation to the information presented on March 14.  The presentation highlighted examples of 

student work, published work by teachers, and resources for extension of learning available to 

parents and students on the district website.  The district continues to develop Math and English 

Language Arts curriculum aligned to the Common Core State Standards and is building the 

elementary parent portal in Aspen X2.  Mrs. Dillon overviewed curriculum mapping and 

development as well as assessment modules that will be in digitized content beginning in August.  

Mrs. Dillon is completing the digitized content through the resource CommonCore.org.   
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The Committee agreed to move the Budget Discussion agenda item out of order.   

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to move the Budget Discussion out of 

order on the agenda.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Messore noted that this budget presentation will provide the public the opportunity to see how 

the 2013-2014 school budget was created and shared with the School Committee and the 

Committee on Appropriations.  Mr. Tarro’s presentation, available on the district website, included 

an overview of the FY2014 budget timeline and the outcome of the Financial Town Meeting.  Mr. 

Tarro noted the correct amount of the transfer balance of funds from Capital Reserve – Fire Code to 

Capital Reserve – School Improvement is $63,000.  Mr. Tarro explained the potential negative 

impact on the use of surplus funds to support an operating budget, noting that it may require 

additional state reporting and would conflict with the School Committee Fund Balance/Spending 

Policy.  Mr. Tarro also reviewed the final 2013-2014 budget summary, surplus allocations and the 

summary transactions for FY08-FY12.  When the budget was developed in January, a placeholder 

to explore the options for some concept of an all day kindergarten program was placed in the 

budget to address the Strategic Plan initiative for Year 2.  Several questions were asked by audience 

members.  Dr. Shea commended Mr. Tarro for his great work, noting the recent unfair comments 

made of the management of the school budget.  Dr. Dominguez believes the opportunity to 

scrutinize aspects of the budget are available.  Mrs. Brody clarified that the motion for approval at 

the Financial Town Meeting on May 22, 2013 to add $633,000 to the FY 2013-2014 school 

operating budget was proposed by a taxpayer and not by the School Committee. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Ms. Catherine Nellis asked if funds are available in the current budget to implement All Day 

Kindergarten and if there are any results from the ‘sharpening of pencils’ comment made at the 

Financial Town Meeting.  Dr. Dominguez responded that she has reviewed the budget, looking at 

the Unified Chart of Accounts (UCOA), a statewide tracking system, and reviewed how much other 

districts spend on the same items such as landscaping; her estimation includes a potential savings of 

$125,000.  Dr. Shea noted that comparing other towns with UCOA is difficult as many factors are 

involved.  Ms. Nellis expressed her disappointment that 8% of the student population will not have 

their core needs met and wished those at the table could be more constructive to get what the 

community wants in order to find the funding for All Day Kindergarten. 

 

Many questions were asked by members of the audience and a lengthy discussion ensued about All 

Day Kindergarten.  One parent asked for clarification regarding the instructional technology 

presentation and if the technology tools presented were meant to replace teachers.  Mr. Messore 

confirmed that the integration of technology in the district will not replace teachers.  Parents 

expressed their concern for the commitment to a full kindergarten program and asked what steps 

will be taken now to ensure implementation in the fall of 2014. 
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Ms. Debbie Weinstein reiterated comments from other audience members who had hoped to come 

to tonight’s meeting for a resolution on All Day Kindergarten and expressed her disappointment 

that her child will not have All Day Kindergarten. 

 

One member of the audience asked if All Day Kindergarten could be rolled out in January 2014.  

Mr. Tarro explained that rolling out the program mid-year would be difficult as transportation, 

staffing and scheduling would need to be considered.  Mr. Messore stated that there is a 

commitment from the administration that All Day Kindergarten will be in the budget for the 2014-

2015 academic year. 

 

Mrs. Kathy Crain, mother of four children and former President of the Providence School Board, 

expressed her concern for her children being behind without an All Day Kindergarten program 

noting that her older children had attended a full day program in Providence and had a strong 

academic foundation.  Mrs. Crain asked that non academic budget line items, such as snow 

removal, be closely examined so that All Day Kindergarten could be implemented this coming year. 

 

Mr. Joel Hellmann, of 13 Richmond Avenue, noted his frustration as a member of the Committee 

Appropriations (COA), noting that the COA was given the placeholder number of $141,000 but not 

the $633,000 figure.  Mr. Hellmann stated that the budget will be harder next year and suggests that 

meetings with the COA be held earlier and more often. 

 

Mrs. Kathleen Gantz, a parent and volunteer in the classroom, reflected on the need for All Day 

Kindergarten after witnessing firsthand the pace for which elementary students are expected to 

maintain, especially in classrooms with one teacher and 20 or 21 students. 

 

Mrs. Amy Segal stated her preference for kindergarten to remain a half day program and would not 

want her young children to sit in a classroom all day. 

 

Ms. Emily Connor, who shares Mrs. Segal’s view preferring a half day kindergarten program for 

her daughter, expressed her concern for the Common Core State Standards being applied to 

younger ages. 

 

Mrs. Patricia Adams voiced her support for All Day Kindergarten for this coming academic year 

and believes the $633,000 is an exaggerated figure.  Mrs. Adams noted that Mrs. Tracey Orchard, 

the district’s Volunteer Coordinator, would be willing to support additional volunteers to assist with 

implementation this coming year. 

 

Mr. John Cregan, of 35 North Lake Drive, called for action on the part of the School Committee if 

its mission is to empower all students to excel. 

   

Mr. Per Vaage, of 5 New Hampshire Avenue, asked that outdated studies regarding full day 

kindergarten programs not be used and considered.  Mr. Vaage is a supporter of All Day 

Kindergarten. 
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Mr. Prashanth Gali, of 4 Pine Top Road, called for action from the School Committee for the need 

of All Day Kindergarten. 

 

Mrs. Robin Shapiro, mother of three children and former guidance counselor, has experience with 

both a full day kindergarten program in Virginia and half day in Barrington, and supports All Day 

Kindergarten.  Mrs. Shapiro expressed concerns with her son’s experience in the afternoon 

kindergarten classroom where there is rigorous instruction in a limited timeframe. 

 

Mr. Geoffrey Grove, member of the Committee on Appropriations, noted that the school budget is a 

bottom line budget and that there cannot be a commitment to next year’s budget until numbers are 

presented by the School Committee.  He concurred with Mrs. Brody’s statement that priorities need 

to be established by the School Committee to ensure the implementation of All Day Kindergarten. 

 

Mr. Joel Hellmann agrees that the School Committee needs to set priorities for school programs as 

the Committee on Appropriations’ focus is for the entire town.   

 

Members of the audience asked about the feasibility of implementing All Day Kindergarten in 

January, 2014, if it is not possible to implement in August, 2013.  Following a lengthy discussion, 

the Committee agreed to consider a motion that would not be a commitment, but a request that the 

Superintendent explore the possibility of January, 2014 implementation. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to request that the Superintendent 

explore financial obligations for a full day kindergarten launch in January, 2014.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in 

the affirmative for the motion. 
 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Dr. Dominguez provided an update on the Technology Subcommittee and noted that they are 

scheduled to continue to meet over the summer. 

 

Mrs. Brody stated that the Strategic Communication Subcommittee is in the process of reviewing 

sample communication plans to draft a district wide communication plan. 

 

Dr. Shea provided an update on the Health and Wellness Committee meeting this morning.  The 

meeting included a discussion on the stress level for high school students and the timeline for the 

Senior Project.  Mr. Connor agreed that the Senior Project is not currently scheduled at an optimal 

time.  

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the request for leave of absence for Susan 
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Hammang, Nayatt School and Primrose Hill School Art Teacher.  The motion passed 

4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative 

for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for the named 

individual.  The student name was not identified publicly.  The motion passed 4-0 with 

Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 
 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Miller presented the Technology Resources Responsible Use Policy as the district moves to 

responsible use from acceptable use, citing the Fairfax County, Virginia Responsible Use policy as 

a model.  The policy was read aloud into the record for a first reading and will be presented for a 

second reading and formal approval at the next School Committee meeting. 

 

Decision Items 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the minutes of the 

05/09/13 regular School Committee meeting as presented.  It was noted that no 

Executive Session was held that evening.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Upon review and discussion of the April financial expenditures: 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez second to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for April in the amount of $4,076,114.34.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative for the 

motion.                                                                                

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, June 20 

will feature a presentation by the Barrington High School Guidance Department on college 

planning, Naviance and exit survey, and include the additional topics of Summer School, Virtual 

Education and Educator Evaluation. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, congratulated Mr. Connor as the new Student 

Representative to the School Committee.  Dr. Douglas noted that the tough conversation weathered 

at this meeting ironically validates the Strategic Plan and with more workshops and deliberated 

effort would allow for more well designed ideas, citing an example of the additional financial 
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support from the Nayatt PTO with the Barrington Education Foundation grant for technology 

devices for Grades K-2. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:04 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Fuller voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 


