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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 25, 2013 at the 

Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Ms. Moses, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. 

Tarro. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

U.S. News & World Report has ranked Barrington High School the 2
nd

 best high school in Rhode 

Island and 593
rd

 nationally out of a total of 21,000 high schools.  Mr. Messore congratulated 

Barrington High School and the entire district. 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated Barrington Middle School students for placing second at the Rhode 

Island Science Olympiad.  Gold medals:  Dynamic Plant - Conor Mc Gartoll and Michael 

Lamontagne; Experimental Design - Zoe Collins, Harry Martin and Ryan Brady; Metric Mastery - 

Annika Kelly and William Yao; and Write It Do It - Dominic Portelli, Harry Martin and Flora 

Baldwin.  Silver medals:  Disease Detective - Bryelle Davis and Annika Kelly; Heredity - Zoe 

Collins and Harry Martin; Keep the Heat - Ryan Brady and Katie Wind; Reach for the Stars - Eliot 

Laidlaw and William Yao; Road Scholar - Ryan Brady and Katie Wind; Water Quality - Conor Mc 

Gartoll and Flora Baldwin; and Science Bowl - Elliot Brock.  Bronze medals:  Mousetrap Vehicle - 

Conor Mc Gartoll and Eliot Laidlaw; Rotor Egg Drop - Abby Wilhelm and James Winner; Sounds 

of Music - Dominic Portelli and Abby Wilhelm; and Invasive Species - Faith Polano and Eli Shea.  

Also contributing to the second place finish were Elizabeth Enos and Tripp Carolan. 

 

The Barrington High School Math Team won the state title for the fourth year in a row.  Mr. 

Messore congratulated team members Jack Liang, Hans Wang, Sofia Serrano, Cassidy Laidlaw, 

Matthew Lamontagne and Teddy Ni.  Jack Liang and Hans Wang received perfect scores at the 

competition.  Mr. Messore noted that the team has won 13 out of the last 15 state titles and has a 

record of 67-0 in the regular season over the last four years and is 222-10-2 over the last 15 years. 

 

Four members of the Barrington High School Stagemasters were selected by the Rhode Island 

Theatre Education Association to be a part of the technical crew at the New England Drama 

Festival on April 17-19 in Woonsocket.  Mr. Messore congratulated Senior Sari Schein who served 

as Stage Manager; Junior Olivia Casale who served as the Sound Board Operator; and Sophomores 

Miranda Thornton and Kimberly Kelly who were part of the run crew.  Mr. Messore also 

congratulated Senior Sydney Remson who designed the banner and logo for the festival. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Tracey Orchard, the district’s Volunteer Coordinator.  Mrs. Orchard 
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provided an update on the district’s volunteer program which currently has over 500 volunteers.  

Volunteers are utilized in various locations including classrooms, libraries, during recess, lunch and 

events.  Mrs. Orchard overviewed programs such as Lunch and Learn and Hampden Meadows’ 

Career Explorations program that targets the career interests of 5
th

 graders started as part of the Way 

to Go state initiative, featuring Hampden Meadows parents presenting on their careers.  Volunteer 

Appreciation Week is next week and will be celebrated with a luncheon on May 2. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon presented an update on the district’s higher education collaboration.  

The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) has released the request for proposal for the 

district’s awarded math and science grant, allowing for colleges and universities to apply to become 

partners with our district.  In addition to the grant, the district continues to establish relationships 

and network with local colleges and universities and is looking to add further collaboration in the 

future by offering students to choose courses and plan for their career beyond high school. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

The Committee agreed to hear the presentation on the RIDE plan for the New England Common 

Assessment Program (NECAP) and an update on the New England Association of Schools and 

Colleges (NEASC) report out of order on the agenda.   

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School Principal, Mr. Joe Hurley, who reported that the 

High School is providing support to juniors who are at risk of not graduating next year because of 

their NECAP testing performance.  The district continues to work with RIDE and has hired 

Samantha Filippo as the math interventionist for the High School.  High School Assistant Principal, 

Nicole Varone is also assisting with next steps with parents.  Mr. Hurley provided information on 

the transition to housing all intervention and specialist information on one site for easier access. 

 

Mr. Hurley provided the results of the NEASC two-year report which were positive for the High 

School.  Of the 62 recommendations in the report, 16 have been completed, 41 are in progress and 

five are planned for the future.  All recommendations will need to be addressed in the five-year 

report.  Questions from the Committee included how the recommendations are being prioritized and 

aligned to the district’s Strategic Plan.  Ms. Moses commented on how the library and media center 

usage has changed since 2010 due to policy changes that require that students sign up in advance to 

spend a study period in the library; this policy creates an additional challenge for students who have 

before and after school commitments and are unable to sign up for library time in advance because 

it limits their options to use the library for study time..   Discussion ensued on the shift next year to 

a policy on responsible use versus acceptable use that should alleviate the issues relative to 

challenges for student access to the library. 
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Mr. Tarro reported that contract negotiations are in the final stages for the Steelworkers and NEAB 

and that the Committee on Appropriations and School Committee are working to find a common 

date to meet to discuss the proposed budget.  Mr. Fuller read a prepared personal statement 

addressing several points in the proposed budget.  Dr. Shea stated that the Committee would not be 

prepared to enter into an in depth conversation on the matter at this time.  A brief discussion ensued 

on student population that could affect reallocation, reduction or hiring of personnel. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore presented an overview of the groundwork that has been done with the district’s 

website digital dashboard.  The goal of the dashboard is to always be current, targeted and 

simplistic.  Mr. Messore requested feedback from the Committee and noted that a presentation will 

be made at a later date to review changes made to the dashboard.  Mr. Guida requested that the 

Strategic Plan be made accessible to the Committee on their laptops for reference during meetings. 

 

The School Committee Subcommittee co-chairs provided an update on the Technology, Strategic 

Communication and All Day Kindergarten subcommittee membership and initial meetings.   

 

Dr. Dominguez reported that the Technology Subcommittee has met twice to date.  The 

subcommittee is discussing the district’s technology needs and how to best support teachers in their 

use of devices as well as working on the Responsible Use Policy.  A brief discussion ensued on the 

type of portable devices targeted for use in the district. 

 

Mrs. Brody provided an update on the first meeting held by the Strategic Communication 

Subcommittee.  The subcommittee reviewed its charge and a synopsis of community data to 

establish that all subcommittee members are on the same page moving forward.  The next steps will 

be to review model communication plans.  Mrs. Brody noted that there is a public subcommittee 

collaborative website where all subcommittee information is available to the public with the 

exception of work in progress. 

  

Mr. Messore reported that the All Day Kindergarten Subcommittee has met twice.  The 

subcommittee is in the process of reviewing research, projected enrollment, and the costs of 

implementing the program as well as looking at the instructional and social and emotional needs of 

kindergarten students.  The subcommittee has set a short-term goal of presenting a recommendation 

to the School Committee in May.  Dr. Dominguez inquired as to the possibility of piloting the 

program in one school and Mr. Guida expressed his concern for the impact of the Common Core 

State Standards if kindergarten continues at half day. 

 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion on the revisited topic of a Superintendent transition workshop.  

Future Management Systems, Inc., the consultant engaged by the School Committee for the 

Superintendent Search process in 2012, included in its proposal two team building sessions between 

the School Committee and Superintendent to promote effective communication and begin building 

a high performing leadership team based on trust, transparency and mutual support.  The School 
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Committee and Mr. Messore had opted to postpone the sessions in July, 2012 due to the critical 

focus on the immediate search processes for administrative vacancies in the district.  Following 

discussion, the Committee requested that Mr. Tarro to contact Bobbie D’Alessandro, a Future 

Management Systems consultant and former Superintendent with 35 years of education experience, 

to meet with the team in the summer. 

 

The Committee agreed to waive the second reading of the policy amendment on the Family 

Medical Leave Act (FMLA) and move forward with a motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to waive the requirement for the 

second reading for the policy amendment to the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA).  

The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy amendment to the 

Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA).  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

The Committee agreed to waive the second reading of the policy on Use of Latex Gloves and move 

forward with a motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to waive the requirement for the 

second reading for the policy on Use of Latex Gloves.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. 

Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative 

for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy on Use of Latex 

Gloves.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller 

and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

The Committee agreed to waive the second reading of the policy on First Aid and Health 

Emergencies and move forward with a motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to waive the requirement for the 

second reading for the policy on First Aid and Health Emergencies.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy on First Aid and 

Health Emergencies.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. 

Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

The Committee agreed to waive the second reading of the policy on Control of Exposure to Blood 
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Borne Pathogens and move forward with a motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to waive the requirement for the 

second reading for the policy on Control of Exposure to Blood Borne Pathogens.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adopt the policy on Control of 

Exposure to Blood Borne Pathogens.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Brody led the discussion regarding the Baldrige Collaborative Assessment, an initiative 

designed to help organizations improve their overall performance using the world-renowned 

Criteria for Performance Excellence; senior Baldrige examiners conduct a four day site visit to 

identify key strengths and opportunities and provide timely and actionable feedback to improve the 

organization.  Mrs. Brody has researched options and suggested that the Committee explore options 

to meet with consultant Ms. Brenda Clark in lieu of the Baldrige Collaborative Assessment to fulfill 

the needs of the district at a minimal cost.  Ms. Clark is a senior Baldrige examiner and was 

Associate Superintendent for Learning with Iredell-Statesville Schools when that district received 

the Baldrige Award for Performance Excellence in Education in 2008.  Following discussion, the 

Committee was in agreement to explore the possibility of meeting with Brenda Clark in the coming 

months.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion.   

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Guida requested a discussion on the results of the AP testing as there may be a reporting error 

in the recent U.S. News & World Report for Barrington. 

 

Dr. Dominguez requested that meeting structure and timing be placed on the next agenda for 

discussion. 
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Mrs. Brody requested an update on the results of the Public Schoolhouse Assessment recently 

released by RIDE. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, May 2 

will feature a presentation on curriculum, assessments and vocational options.  He also suggested 

moving the presentation on virtual education to the meeting scheduled for June 20 and changing the 

May 16 information and proposals agenda item to Strategic Plan SmartSheet. 

 

Mrs. Brody suggested a future agenda include an update on guidance department data relative to 

college planning.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, expressed his concern to the Committee for bringing in an 

outside consultant before the Strategic Plan has had a chance to stretch and fail a bit, adding that the 

Baldrige Collaborative Assessment could take away from the Plan being Barringtonized.  Despite 

this, Dr. Douglas applauded the Committee for looking at best practices.   

 

Dr. Douglas stressed the importance of collecting depersonalized data and asking unopened 

questions when looking at the real estate value in Barrington.  Collecting information from real 

estate professionals to understand what is bringing in new buyers and why residents are leaving 

could prove that the school system is underwriting the town’s real estate. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

9:45 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation 

with NEAB, United Steelworkers and BEST; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion 

regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:15 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:16 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller 

and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


