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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 04/04/13 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 4, 2013 at the 

Administration Building.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Present were Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Ms. Moses, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. Tarro.  Mr. 

Guida was absent. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Karl Aspelund led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated all participants and winners in the 2013 Rhode Island Science and 

Engineering Fair.  The winners in the high school/senior division were: Cassidy Laidlaw, Best of 

Fair Winner for the third year in a row, who also won a First Grant Award and the Yale Science & 

Engineering Award; and Clayton Inman who won a Second Grant Award and received the NUWC 

Innovative Science Award.  The winners in the middle school/junior division were:  Sidney Davis 

and Eli Shea who were Best of Fair Finalists, received a First Grant Award and were nominated to 

compete in the Broadcom Masters; Marissa Andreozzi and Flora Baldwin who were Best of Fair 

Finalists, received a First Grant Award and were also nominated to compete in the Broadcom 

Masters; Priyank Bonifaz and Maquelle Tiffany who received a First Grant Award and the 

Northeast Institute of Food Technologists Certificate of Achievement; Grace Inman and Sara 

Caskey who received a First Grant Award; and Charlotte Szosz and Rayna Mishra who received a 

Second Grant Award. 

 

Mr. Messore commended Middle School Social Studies Teacher, Cynthia “Dusty” Ryan, who has 

been selected to participate in the 2013 Summer Institute, “Re-Inventing Japan: Teaching about 21
st
 

Century Issues and Trends” sponsored by the National Consortium for Teaching About Asia and 

the Program for Teaching East Asia at the University of Colorado at Boulder. 

 

Mr. Messore also congratulated Middle School students for their outstanding performance at the 

Technology Student Association Competition held at New England Tech.  In Structural 

Engineering/Model Bridge Design, first place was awarded to the team of Trip Carolan and Hayden 

Ivatts and second place to the team of Jacob Noviak and Connor McGartoll.  In Pre-

engineering/C02 Model Dragster, first place was awarded to Bobby Dubel and second place to 

Theenash Kumar. 

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Barrington High School Social Studies Teacher and Department Chair, 

Steven Pickford and Barrington High School Senior Karl Aspelund.  Mr. Pickford spoke briefly 

about the Social Studies Department and the mock election held in the fall at the High School, as 

well as the rigorous selection process for the United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) of 

which Karl was selected as one of two students to represent Rhode Island.  Mr. Aspelund talked 
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about the history of the USSYP program and his experience in Washington, D.C., meeting political 

leaders and his heightened interest in politics following his experience in Washington.  Mr. 

Aspelund, who will be a student at Harvard University in the fall, expressed his appreciation for the 

opportunities his Barrington education has provided him. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore led the presentation for District Report Night, noting the collaborative effort to tie in 

how Barrington ranks relative to high stakes testing.  The report presented, available on the district 

website, features several links to district reports, Rhode Island Department of Education websites 

and reference tools, allowing the user to view live data and dig deeper into the information 

available.  The report included Student Achievement Test (SAT), Advanced Placement (AP) and 

New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) data as well as enrollment information.  

Mr. Messore and Mrs. Dillon overviewed trends in writing, constructed response and applied math, 

as well as strategies and steps that are being taken to advance the district forward.  These steps 

include making decisions aligned with the data, providing additional math support in all grades and 

focusing on all genres of writing.  Discussion ensued following several questions by the Committee 

relative to standard deviation and analyzing student performance more closely.  Ms. Moses stressed 

the importance of a return to foundational mathematics skills for students to facilitate less 

dependence on calculators.  She noted that there should be more emphasis on grammar and on 

demand writing across curricular areas, as her only experience with required on demand writing in 

her academic course schedule is in her AP courses.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Megan Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, offered a hypothesis on the standard error as it relates to 

special education and stressed the importance of broadening the area of education for elementary 

level teachers to include more emphasis on math. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Tarro provided a brief update on the budget.  He reported that the actual medical cost increase 

might be less than the 5% currently proposed in the budget.  Mrs. Brody asked when a discussion 

might be held relative to the status of programs for the future in order to evaluate the efficient 

allocation of resources.  Mr. Messore reported that discussions have begun and more information 

would be available at the next School Committee meeting as more enrollment information becomes 

available. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
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Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept, with regret, the retirement 

of the following individuals: 

 

Priscilla Abrahamson, HS, English 

Nancy Canestrari, SO, Kindergarten 

Carolyn Ciccone, AO, Administrative Assistant 

Kathleen German, HM, Teaching Assistant  

John Paul Medeiros, HS, PE/Health 

Albertus Trevail, Jr., Custodian 

 

The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mrs. Dillon overviewed the new format for the School Committee Policy Manual.  The manual will 

be an electronic document on the district website that will include a table of contents and hyperlinks 

within each policy to legal references.  This new format will allow for a search capability with the 

document to easily locate policies and will also include an archive section.  The Committee was 

extremely pleased and formally endorsed the new format; its appreciation was extended to Mrs. 

Dillon for the hard work that possibly saved the district thousands of dollars by eliminating the need 

to explore digital board services from an external source.  

 

School Committee policies on the Use of Latex Gloves, First Aid and Health Emergencies, and 

Control of Exposure to Blood Borne Pathogens as well as an amendment to the Family Medical 

Leave Act policy were presented for a first reading and read aloud into the record by the 

Committee.  The four policies will be presented for a second reading and formal approval at the 

next School Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Messore reported on the drug law change relating to the decriminalization of marijuana 

effective April 1
st
.  He emphasized the fact that the school policy has not changed and presented the 

Committee with a letter to parents with this important information that will be distributed via email 

and posted on the district website. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in 

the affirmative for the motion.   

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items and General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, April 

25
th

 will feature a presentation on the digital dashboard by Mrs. Katie Miller and Mr. Dave Burrows 
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as well as a presentation on higher education collaboration. 

 

Dr. Dominguez requested an update from the School Committee subcommittees as a standing item 

for future agendas. 

 

Mrs. Brody requested that the discussion of a transition workshop for the superintendent be added 

to the next meeting’s agenda, along with the Baldrige Collaborative Assessment, a recently 

introduced initiative of the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program. 

 

Dr. Shea inquired as to the status of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

(NEASC) Two Year Progress Report on Barrington High School.  Mr. Messore reported that the 

report was received in today’s mail and will be made available to the Committee electronically with 

a formal update at the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Fuller requested a follow-up presentation by Mrs. Dillon on Instructional Technology.  Mr. 

Messore noted that this item could be added to the June 6
th

 meeting agenda. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that the Rhode Island Association of School Committees will hold their annual 

meeting on Saturday, May 4.  One of the guest speakers will be Frederick M. Hess, author of the 

2013 publication entitled Cage- Busting Leadership. Cambridge, MA:  Harvard Education Press. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:04 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. General Laws Section 42-46-

5(a)(1) for Personnel; Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation 

with NEAB, United Steelworkers and BEST; and Section 42-46-5(a)(3) for discussion 

regarding school buildings security issues.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

11:05 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. Fuller voting in the 

affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 11:06 

p.m.  The motion passed 4-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez and Mr. 

Fuller voting in the affirmative for the motion. 


