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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 01/17/13 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 17, 2013 at 

the Administration Office.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.  Present were Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Guida, Ms. Moses, Mr. Messore, Mrs. Dillon and Mr. 

Tarro. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Fuller led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated Erica Dominguez, Barrington Middle School Grade 6 Aqua Cluster 

student, who recently won the school’s Geography Bee. 

 

In December, the Middle School Robotics Team qualified in 1
st
 Place to advance to the Rhode 

Island First Lego League State Championship Tournament held January 12 at Roger Williams 

University.  The team, named The Purple Dragon Eagles, won three top awards: Robot 

Performance Trophy, 2
nd 

Place, for overall performance; Judges Trophy awarded to the team that 

has consistently excelled in all categories throughout the season; and 2
nd

 Place in the overall 

tournament out of a total 40 teams.  Mr. Messore congratulated the team consisting of Captain Eliot 

Laidlaw, Conor Mc Gartoll, Andrew Cooke, Theenash Kumar and Kyle Villella. 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated the High School Girls’ Track Team who set new school and meet 

records at the Dartmouth Invitational in Hanover, NH on January 11-13.  In the 600, junior Abigail 

Livingston set a new meet record and broke a school record and is now ranked fourth nationally.  

The distance medley relay squad, made up of Abigail, sophomore Mary Kate Coogan, junior 

Juliana Potelli and junior Megan Verner-Crist finished second, and are now ranked seventh in the 

country in that event and finished third in the 4X800.  Juliana placed fifth individually in the 1,000 

and is now third all-time at Barrington High School.  Mary Kate, Abigail, senior Shenelle Teixeira 

and freshman Julia Zitzmann combined to post the state’s third fastest time this year.  Freshman 

Briana Gausland finished first in the 300 and sophomore Anabella Gagliano finished second in the 

1,000.  Shenelle beat her own school record in the 55 meter hurdles.   

 

BPS Spotlight on Teaching and Learning 

 

Mr. Messore introduced Carroll Garland, Classroom Enrichment Specialist at the Sowams School, 

who presented the workshop model being used in the district.  Ms. Garland distributed a handout 

and shared a video featuring Ms. Sue Anne Baxter and her second grade class at Nayatt working 

within a math workshop.  The organized workshop model features several components including a 

warm-up session, focus lesson, independent work time and a share session.  The presentation was 

followed by several questions from the Committee including impact of the workshop model, 

availability of resources and capacity for small group instruction versus the whole class model. 
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Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Tarro led the FY2013-2014 budget discussion with a presentation overview of factors in budget 

decisions.  The PowerPoint presentation, available on the district website, outlined the factors as 

enrollment, Strategic Plan, Common Core State Standards, outside influences of federal and state 

mandates, economic conditions and pension and medical rates, and capital including technology, 

immediate health and safety needs and the Middle School project.  The School Committee then 

provided their input with regard to the budget and requested items such as FTE trend lines and 10 

years of historical trends to be included in the budget.  Discussion ensued on several topics 

including technology, NESDEC enrollment data for FY2014-2013, variables in staffing decisions 

and all-day kindergarten. Mr. Joel Hellmann, of 13 Richmond Avenue, speaking as a parent and 

member of the public and not representing the Committee on Appropriations, expressed the need 

for continued math intervention and asked questions relating to enrollment numbers, the annual 

payment after state bonds for the Middle School when the moratorium is lifted and whether the 

school department is over or under budget.  Mr. Tarro reported that the tentative date to present the 

budget to the Committee on Appropriations is February 26. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mrs. Cynthia Armour Coyne, Town Council liaison to the School Committee, presented draft agenda 

items solicited from the Town Council for the January 28
th

 Tri-Council meeting agenda.  The goal 

is for the three councils, School Committee, Town Council and Committee on Appropriations, to 

adopt a common agenda for the meeting. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

No additional budget items were addressed at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the Committee and administration held a Strategic Plan retreat on 

January 14 to review the SmartSheet, developed to target specific goals of the Strategic Plan, to 

discuss the importance of a decision-making process, and to begin formulating work with 

subcommittees allowing work to be done simultaneously on more than one initiative.  Prior to this 

meeting, Mr. Messore distributed a memo to the Committee identifying three subcommittees for 

consideration.  Following discussion, the Committee agreed to move forward with a motion to 

establish the three recommended subcommittees along with a subcommittee on all-day 

kindergarten. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to establish Strategic Plan 

subcommittees to include School Committee liasions as follows:  Mr. Guida – Policy 

Review, Dr. Dominguez – Technology, Mr. Fuller – All Day Kindergarten, Mrs. Brody 

– Strategic Communication, and Dr. Shea continuing his work with Health & 
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Wellness.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 
 

Dr. Shea reported that the negotiating team for contract negotiations with the NEAB will be 

composed of Mr. Tarro and Mr. Benjamin Scungio, Esq.  Mr. Guida added that the Committee 

would like to assure the community that the Committee will have constant communication with the 

negotiating team, will monitor the progress and will make any final decisions relating to contract 

negotiations.  Mr. Messore reported that an introductory meeting with the United Steelworkers has 

been held and future meetings have been scheduled for next month. 

 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignation of: 

 

Thomas Pereira, HS, Boys Tennis JV Coach 

Jeffrey Popham, HS, Boys Lacrosse Head Coach 

 

The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for the named 

individuals.  No names were identified publicly.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, 

Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for 

the motion. 
 

New Business from School Committee 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to approve the consent agenda.  The 

motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. 

Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion.   
 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Dr. Dominguez requested that the Committee consider a future agenda item to include a discussion 

of the school facilities policy and how the new fees impact many organizations in town. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next agenda will feature a discussion in executive session on school 

security. 
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Mrs. Brody noted that there is a vacancy on the Senior Project Committee with regard to a School 

Committee representative and asked if this topic could be an agenda item for the next meeting.   

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore reported that the next regular meeting of the School Committee on Thursday, February 

7 will feature a budget workshop.  This meeting will not feature a spotlight on teaching and learning 

to allow more time for the budget discussion.  The meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 14 

will feature updates on the budget, the Strategic Plan and all day kindergarten, and will include a 

spotlight on teaching and learning. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that the Rhode Island Interlocal Risk Management Trust Annual Dinner will be 

held on January 24 and asked if Committee members would attend. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Dr. Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, asked if the Committee had considered a subcommittee to 

discuss school start times.  Mr. Messore reported that topic of school start times was discussed at 

the Strategic Plan retreat on January 14, and while the work completed and concern is recognized, 

all items in the Strategic Plan will be prioritized and addressed within the five-year timeframe.  

 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

9:16 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to R.I. Gen Laws Sections 42-46-

5(a)(1) and 42-46-5(a)(2) for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation with 

NEAB, United Steelworkers and BEST.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. 

Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the 

motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

9:40 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Guida 

voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Dominguez seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

9:41 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. Dominguez, Mr. 

Fuller and Mr. Guida voting in the affirmative for the motion. 

 

 

 


