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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 18, 2012 at 

the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. 

Guida, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Ms. Moses, Mr. Messore, Mr. Tarro and 

Mrs. Dillon. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

John Alessandro led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore was pleased to announce that the Nayatt and Primrose Hill schools have been 

awarded the U.S.D.A.’s HealthierUS School Challenge Bronze Award.  The HealthierUS School 

Challenge recognizes excellence in nutrition and physical activity.  Mr. Messore thanked 

Chartwells and the schools leadership and staff for their efforts.  This is the third school in the 

district to receive this recognition as the Sowams School received it last year. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the 09/27/12 

Executive Session as presented.  It was noted that the minutes for the Executive 

Session were sealed and no votes were taken.   

 

For the record, Mr. Guida noted that the name of the attorney is misspelled in the minutes.   

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the 10/01/12 

regular School Committee meeting and the Executive Session as presented.  It was 

noted that the minutes for the Executive Session were sealed and no votes were taken.   

 

For the record, Mr. Guida noted that the third paragraph should include that the Committee also 

cross-referenced Rhode Island General Laws Title 16 Chapter 16-2 Section 16-2-9.1 Code of Basic 

Management Principles and Ethical School Standards.  He then circulated to the Committee 

members only a change for the Execution Session minutes. 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the 10/04/12 

regular School Committee meeting and the Executive Session as presented.  It was 

noted that the minutes for the Executive Session were sealed and no votes were taken.  

The motion passed 5-0. 
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Approval of Financials 

 

Upon review and discussion of the September financial expenditures: 
 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for September in the amount of $3,440,360.90.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore introduced High School Principal Joe Hurley who presented a brief update on the 

NEASC Report.  Mr. Hurley reported on the work that he and the task force have worked on and 

that the Two-Year Progress Report, due on October 1, has been submitted.  He added that once 

feedback is received from the NEASC Commission in January, he will be able to will be report in 

more detail on the school’s accreditation status.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Jonathan Leviss, parent of a 10
th

 grader and a 7
th

 grader, voiced his concerns regarding the High 

School Girls Tennis Coach who he believes is verbally abusive toward the players.  Mr. Leviss 

stated that after raising his concerns with the administration, the issue has not been addressed and 

nothing has been done from the perspective of parents and players.   

 

Paula Dominguez, parent of two, one of whom is a student at the Nayatt School, commended the 

PTO, parents and the Nayatt community for their efforts in earning the achievement in wellness.  

Mrs. Dominguez highlighted the efforts of the Nayatt PTO who organize an annual 5K for the 

entire Barrington community, stressing the importance of physical activity in addition to nutrition.      

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Guida opened the discussion regarding a tribute to John Gray.  Mr. Hurley stated that several 

naming ideas at the High School have been mentioned including the library, athletic field, the 

school itself and a medal or book award.  After meeting with the School Improvement Team and 

speaking with Mrs. Gray, the idea with the most interest is naming the auditorium.  The School 

Committee agreed to move the initiative forward. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to establish a tribute to John Gray and 

explore alternatives for identifying the auditorium as the location for the naming 

tribute.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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The Committee read aloud the revised draft of the Norms and Standards Policy.  Mrs. Brody noted 

the reason for this discussion is to begin a conversation about governance using research-based 

best practice models that are being used by School Committees across the country. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the draft School Committee 

Norms and Standards Policy as read.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

The Committee discussed the revised agenda format and following discussion agreed to begin 

using the new format for the next meeting.  The new format will feature timeframes associated 

with each agenda item, a consent agenda and BPS Spotlight as a standard agenda item. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the following appointments: 

 

William Barrass, HS, Head Coach-Varsity Boys Indoor and Outdoor Track and Field 

Kevin Blanchard, HS, Talon Advisor 

John Gorham, HS, Head Coach Boys and Girls Swimming 

Lori-Jean Mason, MS, Drama Program Coach 

Julia Tutt, PH, Special Education 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the following retirement: 

 

John Alessandro, Custodian 

 

Mr. Alessandro, present at the meeting, was thanked by Mr. Messore and Mr. Guida on behalf of 

the Committee for his years of service.  Mr. Alessandro expressed his appreciation and noted how 

proud he has been to be a Barrington Public Schools employee for all these years. 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the following leave of absence: 

 

Jessika Garcia, PH, Grade 1 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Messore reported that a total of six bids were received for the yearbook with annual prices 

ranging from $18,420 to $38,326.  Mr. Hurley and Ms. Lindenburg reviewed the proposals and 
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have recommended the bid be awarded to the lowest, evaluated, qualified bidder, Coffee Pond 

Photography & Yearbooks. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to award the yearbook bid to Coffee Pond 

Photography & Yearbooks for an annual amount not to exceed $22,800.  The motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Messore reported on the application for Compensation Reform Model as part of the Race to 

the Top Funding and how it will be used as an opportunity to approach the development of teacher 

leaders in our district.  He requested formal acknowledgement from the Committee and signature 

for a letter to the Rhode Island Department of Education.  The Committee unanimously 

acknowledged the request 5-0 and Mr. Guida signed the letter. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Dr. Shea noted that an update from the Health and Wellness Committee was a tentative agenda 

item for this meeting.  As they have only met once this fall and will not meet again until early 

November, he had asked to move the update to a future meeting.  Dr. Shea commended the work 

being done by the Health and Wellness Committee. 

 

Mr. Fuller requested that the topic of all-day Kindergarten be placed on a meeting agenda before 

Christmas.  Mr. Guida noted that item is currently on the tentative agenda for January 3rd and if it 

is discussed before, it should also remain on that agenda.    

 

Mrs. Brody requested that the strategic plan be placed on the agenda under old business for the 

next School Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Guida noted that Common Core and PARCC are scheduled for the next meeting on November 

1 and suggested these topics be scheduled periodically.  The Committee agreed to have these as 

standing items and asked the administration to provide a management summary before each 

meeting as well as posting the information on the website for public view.  Mr. Guida will 

distribute to the Committee and administration a presentation on PARCC he received at a recent 

Board of Regents meeting.  Mr. Messore noted that Mrs. Dillon is a member of the Rhode Island 

PARCC Educator Leader Cadre. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

Mr. Messore noted that the next meeting on November 1 will include the topics of Common Core, 

PARCC and start times discussion. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 
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No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:30 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-

5(a)(2) specifically for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation with 

NEAB, United Steelworkers and BEST.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 9:10 

p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion passed 

5-0.  

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:11 p.m.  

The motion passed 5-0. 


