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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 4, 2012 

at the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were 

Mr. Guida, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Ms. Moses, Mr. Messore, Mr. Tarro 

and Mrs. Dillon. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Diana Siliezar-Shields led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore congratulated Barrington High School student Pierre Karashchuk who recently 

earned the College Board’s State Advanced Placement (AP) Scholar Award for outstanding 

performance on his AP exams.  Mr. Karashchuk is one of only 108 students nationwide who 

have earned this distinction. 

 

On September 19
th

, many Barrington educators were honored at the Rhode Island Educator 

Recognition Celebration.  Mr. Messore recognized 2011-2012 District Teacher of the Year: 

Mary Roberts, MS; 2012-2013 District Teacher of the Year: Glen Simmons, HM; 2012 Social 

Worker of the Year: Pat Beauchemin; and recognized as National Board Certified: William 

Barrass, HS, Candace Chappelle-Roberts, NA, and Monica Samolis, MS. 

 

Mr. Messore announced Barrington High School’s 14 students who have been named 

semifinalists in this year’s National Merit Scholarship program.  They are: Karl M. Aspelund, 

Cristina Dan, Stuart Finney, Nicolette Griot, Ellis Iacono, Robert Kellner, Mark Krosschell, Jack 

Liang, Sophie Luks, Patrick McGartoll, Fiona Paine, Sofia Serrano, Hans Wang and Molly 

Williams. These students are among the 16,000 teenagers nationwide who are competing for 

some 8,300 National Merit Scholarships worth more than $32 million. The scholarships will be 

awarded in the spring. 

 

Mr. Messore also recognized the Barrington Middle School, whose 8
th

 grade students last year 

received the top scores in all six categories of the Rhode Island State Technology Skill 

Assessments. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the 09/06/12 

regular School Committee meeting and the Executive Session as presented.  It was 

noted that the minutes for the Executive Session were sealed and no votes were 

taken.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the 09/18/12 

regular School Committee meeting as presented.  It was noted that no Executive 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 2 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 10/04/12 

Session was held that evening.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Financials 

 

Upon review and discussion of the August financial expenditures: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for August in the amount of $2,575,343.95.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore presented a report on the testing results for AP and SAT testing. The PowerPoint 

presentation included the last five years in comparison to the Rhode Island and national 

averages.  The presentation was followed by discussion and several questions including AP 

courses and trends within the last few years.  The presentation will be made available on the 

district website.  

 

Mr. Messore introduced Carrie Clegg, grade 4 teacher at Hampden Meadows, and Diana 

Siliezar-Shields, science teacher at the High School, who gave a presentation on the 2012 

Science NECAP scores.  The PowerPoint illustrated the summary of scores, the focus on lower 

elementary, middle school and upper elementary, as well as next steps.  Discussion on continued 

improvements included professional development and the benefits of common core providing a 

nonfiction writing background for the early grades.  The presentation will be made available on 

the district website. 

 

The Committee agreed to hear the School Accountability Report presentation next, out of order 

on the agenda.  Mrs. Dillon noted that this PowerPoint presentation would also be available on 

the district website.  Mrs. Dillon explained the new measure by which schools are rated, the new 

approach to school classification and how this information is used as a benchmark for monitoring 

progress in each school and the district as a whole.  

 

Mr. Messore distributed to the Committee current enrollment information and reported that he 

received this week the notice from NESDEC with information on updating enrollment projects.  

A formal report on the 2012-2013 enrollment projections will be made at a later date. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 

A presentation was made by Edward Frenette and Keelia Kentor, representatives from the 

architect firm Symmes Maini & McKee Associates (SMMA) on the current options available for 

the middle school building needs.  They noted that after review of 17 alternatives, two had now 
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been chosen to present to the Committee for approval.  They stressed that this approval would 

only advance the district’s RIDE Stage II application progress.  After a lengthy discussion, the 

Committee agreed to approve both Middle School alternatives as future possibilities. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to accept and add to the Stage II 

application to be submitted to RIDE the recommendation of the Building 

Committee as presented for the two options for the Middle School, for a gut 

renovation and new construction.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Tarro noted that the information on the Committee’s approval would be forwarded to the 

Town Council for consideration.  

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the following appointments: 

 

Michael Fallgren, Computer/Network Technician 

Melissa Viveiros, NA, Special Education 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the following retirements: 

 

Beverly Chittim, MS, Secretary 

Thomas Macedo, Custodian 

Salvatore Malafronte, Custodian 

 

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Guida requested that the Committee’s appreciation be communicated to each of these 

longtime employees for their many years of service. 

 

Mr. Messore asked that the leave of absence agenda item be tabled for the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Guida acknowledged the state mandated bullying policy presented to the Committee and 

called for a motion to accept and incorporate the policy into the School Committee Policies. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to accept the Rhode Island Statewide 

Bullying Policy as part of the Barrington Public Schools School Committee Policies.  

The motion passed 5-0. 
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New Business from School Committee 

 

The Committee discussed a tribute to John Gray, longtime Barrington High School principal who 

recently passed away.  Several informal suggestions have been made to Committee members and 

the administration, including naming the auditorium or library.  The Committee agreed that Mr. 

Gray’s family should be contacted before any decisions are made and asked that Principal Joe 

Hurley present possible tributes for the Committee’s review at the next meeting. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

The School Committee will meet next on Thursday, October 18.  Agenda items will include 

updates on the Health and Wellness Policy, NEASC Report and from the Building Committee.  

 

Mr. Guida noted that Barrington High School does not have an alma mater or anthem.  He would 

like the Committee to consider having music teachers work on a song. 

 

Mr. Fuller requested that a tri-council meeting be scheduled in early December. 

 

Mrs. Brody asked if the Committee would be willing to send official communication to former 

Barrington student Calvin Banas who had appeared before the Committee with a proposal 

supporting the reinstatement of the woodshop program.  The Committee agreed to endorse a 

letter at the next meeting of which Mrs. Brody will draft. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Megan Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, asked to call attention to the Emma Ferreira Memorial 

Nayatt Playground Fund that was recently established in Mrs. Ferreira’s memory, a longtime 

teacher's aide at the Nayatt School.  The fund is open for donations. 

 

Mr. Guida asked if there had been any announcements relating to “I Pledge”, a statewide 

initiative designed to recognize educators and engage all stakeholders to commit to education in 

Rhode Island.  While there has been sporadic turnout, Mr. Messore had encouraged participation 

for this support of public education by all in the district.  

 

Scott Douglas, of 25 Rumstick Road, noted that while the strategic plan was not an agenda item 

this evening, he would like to formally offer his willingness to take time of out his work schedule 

to help with the strategic plan progress. 
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Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:47 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-

5(a)(2) specifically for Personnel and Collective Bargaining with BEST, 

Steelworkers and NEAB.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:35 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0.  

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:36 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

 


