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BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Governance Workshop 10/01/12 – Revised 

 

A Barrington School Committee Governance Workshop was held on Monday, October 1, 2012 

at the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were 

Mr. Guida, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro.  Mr. Ramsden was 

absent. 

 

Mr. Guida noted for the record that Mr. Ramsden is ill and would not be present at the meeting.  

Mr. Ramsden will be invited for his comments on the workshop documents at a later time. 

 

The Committee reviewed in detail the Arlington School Committee Norms and Standards.  Using 

it as an example, and cross-referencing the NSBA Code of Ethics for School Board Members 

and Rhode Island General Laws Title 16 Chapter 16-2 Section 16-2-9.1 Code of basic 

management principles and ethical school standards, the Committee held a lengthy discussion 

noting several changes they would make to customize the document for adoption by the 

Barrington School Committee.   

 

The Committee then discussed the format of a consent agenda and viewed several examples from 

other school districts in Massachusetts, including Sharon, Wilmington and Newton. While noting 

that a consent agenda could save time, they noted the importance of maintaining the opportunity 

to address individual issues.  The Committee favored an agenda that would focus on teaching 

and learning in the first part of the agenda, beginning each meeting with achievement recognition 

and having each section of the agenda held to a timeframe.  Mr. Messore and Mr. Tarro added 

that the central office could provide a general overview and documents of reference prior to each 

meeting, including financials. 

 

Ideas on how to spotlight teaching and learning were also discussed.  It was agreed that it should 

be a showcase with 15-minute maximum presentations featuring students and teachers using 

innovative practices. 

 

The format for staff reports to the Committee was the last topic of the workshop.  The 

Committee noted that guiding each meeting with streamlined reports is favorable and ties in well 

to the strategic plan. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the workshop at 9:14 p.m. 

and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-5(a)(2) for 

one personnel matter and Collective Bargaining with BEST, Steelworkers and NEAB.  

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

9:55 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0.  

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:56 p.m.  

The motion passed 4-0. 


