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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, May 3, 2012 at 

the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were Mr. 

Guida, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Ms. Teitz, Dr. McIntyre, Mr. Tarro and  

Mr. Messore.   

 

Mr. Guida noted that the Committee had a meeting earlier this evening and engaged in a 

teleconference with Robert Ewy regarding utilizing his expertise with respect to developing a 

new strategic plan for our District. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Connor Slye led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Dr. McIntyre congratulated the Middle School Robotics Team for winning seven awards at the 

Annual Robotics Tournament.  Mr. Monuteaux, advisor for the Robotics Team, expressed his 

appreciation to the students and parents for their support. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session meeting of 04/05/12 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0.  It was noted that 

the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to approve the minutes of the School 

Committee meeting of 04/17/12 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Financials 

 

No financials were available for approval this evening.  Mr. Tarro informed the Committee that 

there is a potential deficit in the food service program that may require approval from the 

Committee to transfer money for the operating budget to cover the shortage in that account once 

the year end audit is completed. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Mr. Messore presented an update on 1)curriculum/assessment, 2) vocational options, and 3) 

virtual high school.  A power point presentation was used as the basis of his overview.   Much 

discussion took place during and after his presentation regarding all three topics. 
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The vocational options focused on how the District can assist students in pursuing a direction in 

higher education or vocational training and highlighted some of the examples of how this 

assistance is being provided. 

 

Lastly, Mr. Messore reported on the status of the implementation of pilot program for a virtual 

high school, which is an online program that allows students to expand upon courses during the 

school day and continue beyond the school day.  He emphasized that the program would enrich 

and supplement our courses, not replace them.   

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

Members of the audience urged the Committee to restore the industrial arts position being cut 

and a petition was presented to the Committee by a Middle School student with respect to this 

issue.  A member of the audience expressed her desire to provide services to the elementary 

students teaching Chinese.  Ms.Teitz noted that a senior is coordinating the Relay for Life Event 

at the High School which is the first Rhode Island student run event and hoped the community 

would become involved in it.  She also noted two other events being held this spring.  

  

Mrs. Brody noted that Mrs. Coyne, Town Council liaison to the School Committee, will be 

unable to attend the remaining School Committee meetings due to conflicts.  Mrs. Coyne will 

follow the meetings online. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

Dr. McIntyre noted that the Committee approved a budget of $44,568,464  which represents a 

1% increase to the taxpayers.  He noted difficult decisions were made and that the cuts were 

made with consideration to factors such as the state’s Basic Education Plan, class sizes and 

common core. 

 

Mrs. Brody presented a brief update on the proceedings that took place earlier in the evening 

with respect to a video conference with Mr. Robert Ewy who is a strategic planning consultant.  

The consensus of the Committee was to move forward with this initiative and the next steps in 

the process were outlined.  

 

Dr. Shea extended his thanks to Dr. Megan Douglas for her efforts in putting the “Changing 

School Start Survey” together.  Dr. Shea noted that he and other members of the Health and 

Wellness Committee will be putting the raw data from the survey together  to present highlights 

of the data at the workshop on May 7
th

. 

 

Mr. Marc Zawatsky, Chair of the Building Committee, and Mr. Ed Frenette, SMMA consultant, 

updated the Committee on the Stage II Application for RIDE and requested that the School 

Committee approve the Summary of Scope for the identified health and safety issues at all the 
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buildings.  Following much discussion and questions from the Committee for clarification 

regarding various aspects of the report: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the Summary of Scope Proposal of the RIDE Stage 

II Application Process in an amount not to exceed $2,464,304.68.  Following 

questions for clarification, the motion passed 5-0. 

 

Following a 2
nd

 reading of the revised School Committee Policy BFC - Policy Adoption that was 

read aloud by Mr. Guida: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

School Committee with respect to the revised School Committee Policy –BFC – 

Policy Adoption.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Brody shared her concern with respect to the Naviance program not being used to its full 

potential and requested assurance that data on the present senior class be input by the end of the 

school year.  She also expressed an interest in having a demonstration of this program at a later 

date.  

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

There was no personnel action this evening. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the request for home schooling 

for the remainder of the current school year for Justin Osborn, Grade 7.  The 

motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Miguel and everyone who participated in submitting a proposal for the RIDE Model School 

Grant were commended for their efforts. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to fully and enthusiastically endorse the 

effort to write a proposal for the RIDE Model School Grant.  The motion passed 5-

0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to appoint Mr. Guida as the Committee 

member to serve on the Building Committee.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Suggested future agenda topics included discussions with respect to: strategic plan, governance, 

school committee policies, an update on Naviance, an update on the advisory program, and 

appointment of the new student representative to School Committee.   

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

May 7
th

 7:00 p.m. Workshop - School Start Time Survey Results at High School 

 

May 9
th

 7:00 p.m. Budget Hearing 

 

May 17
th

 7:30 p.m. SMART GOALS 

  

May 23
rd

 7:00 p.m. Town Financial Meeting at High School 

 

June 4
th

   Building Committee Meeting 

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

Mr. Scott Douglas inquired what the cost was for the industrial arts position and asked what the 

timeline was if someone wished to submit a proposal to increase the 2012-2013 school operating 

budget.  

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn into Executive Session at 9:50 

p.m. pursuant to Section 42-46-5(a)(1) for Personnel specifically for five (5) 

personnel matters. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:30 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:30 

p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 


