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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at 

the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Present were Mr. 

Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Mr. Tarro and  Mr. Messore.    Mr. Fuller, Ms. Teitz 

and Dr. McIntyre were absent. 

 

Mr. Guida noted that an Executive Session was held prior to tonight’s Open Session for the 

purpose of discussing the appeal from Gino Sangiuliano and Jennifer Theroux with respect to 

their requests for leaves of absence to continue in the state’s Induction Program for the 2012-

2013 school year.   Mr. Guida noted that the Committee voted 3-1 in favor of approving their 

request for a leave of absence for the 2012-2013 school year with Mr. Guida, Mrs. Brody and Dr. 

Shea voting in favor and Mr. Ramsden voting against their request.  Mr. Guida noted that the 

Committee would now continue their meeting in Open Session.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Michael Messore led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Mr. Messore recognized the students listed below who are winners of the Bristol County Water 

Authority Poster and Essay Contest.  He noted that they will receive cash prizes at the BCWA 

Annual Meeting on May 30
th

: 

 

Barrington Middle School Essay Contest 

Dakota Jacobowitz  Grade 8  $50 

Izabele Bauzyte  Grade 7  $25 

 

Poster Contest 

Ashley Anderson  Grade 6  $50 

 

The following students were runner-up winners in the Poster Contest and will receive a 

Waterhop T-Shirt: 

 

Emma Shelov   Grade 6 

Charles Guglielmo  Grade 6 

Cameron Iacobucci  Grade 6 

Mia Amoroso   Grade 6 

 

Mr. Messore noted that Alliance for Excellent Education held a live webinar on March 23rd to 

explore the concept of senior projects.  He was pleased to report that Judianne Point was a 

panelist at the seminar.   
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Approval of Minutes 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 

School Committee meeting of 03/15/12 as presented.  The motion passed 3-0.  Dr. 

Shea abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session meeting of 03/15/12 as presented.  The motion passed 3-0.  Dr. Shea 

abstained as he was not present at that meeting.  The minutes were sealed and it was 

noted that one vote was taken with respect to the new configuration of our 

technology department and technology director.   The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session meeting of 03/27/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was noted that 

the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session meeting of 03/28/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was noted that 

the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 

Session meeting of 03/29/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was noted that 

the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to defer approval of the Executive 

Session meeting of 04/05/12 until the next meeting.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Approval of Financials 

 

Upon review and discussion of the March financial expenditures: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for March in the amount of $4,820,861.51.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Following Mr. Guida’s request to take the agenda out of order to discuss the proposed operating 

budget and the recommendations by the COA to reduce the operating budget. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to amend our agenda for this evening 

and proceed directly to budget discussion.  The motion passed 4-0. 
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A discussion took place regarding possible additional savings in our proposed 2012-2013 

operating budget as recommended by the COA.  It should be noted that Mr. Tarro has already 

identified some savings and that the discussion this evening focused on identifying further 

savings.  The Committee’s priority was to make reductions that would not adversely impact class 

size and student achievement.    It was the consensus of the Committee to vote on each 

recommendation for reduction separately. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the removal of the Industrial Arts position (1.0 FTE) 

for a net reduction of $100,814.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the reduction of an Adaptive Physical Education 

position by .22 FTE resulting in a net reduction of $16,725.  The motion failed 3 – 1 

with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida opposing the motion and Mr. Ramsden 

approving the motion. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the reduction of the Middle School social 

worker/psychologist position by .13 FTE resulting in a net reduction of $21,688.  

The motion failed 3-1 with Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody and Mr. Guida opposing the 

motion and Mr. Ramsden approving the motion. 

  

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the reduction of .27 FTE elementary music position 

with a net impact of $30,081.  Following confirmation that students at all elementary 

schools would receive equal music time, the motion passed 4-0.   

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the reduction of .2 FTE Latin position with a net 

reduction of $17,478.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the elimination of the High School general office 

clerk .5 FTE position with a net reduction of $22,608.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with respect to the addition of a technician which would result in a 

net increase of $35,000.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to add a position a math coach/specialist 

(1.0 FTE) at whatever reasonable cost administration could negotiate that position.   
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Following some discussion regarding this motion, it was suggested that this position might be 

funded through attrition as a viable option.  Mr. Guida and Dr. Shea withdrew the motion.  The 

Committee agreed that this position was a high priority for funding and decided to wait and see if 

funding a math specialist/coach could be accounted for next year. 

 

As a result of the above named cuts, the total reduction was $97,000 which was close to the 

$129,000 reduction recommended by the COA. 

 

Mr. Ramsden shared his rationale as to why he felt it would have been better to accept all the 

recommendations made by administration for a bottom line budget and to make adjustments 

once our strategic plan is in place.  

 

Mr. Tarro excused himself in order to report to the COA meeting in session this evening of the 

results of the School Committee’s deliberations with respect to the budget reduction approved by 

the School Committee.   

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to go back to the regular agenda items.  

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

Ms. Kathy Cadigan, Chair of the Committee on Appropriations (COA) thanked the School 

Committee, on behalf of the COA for all their hard work and their willingness to accept a $1.2 

million increase instead of a $1.7 million increase.  She noted the impact of this budget is a 1.1% 

increase to the taxpayers.    

 

Mr. Scott Douglas expressed his frustration with communication with respect to the survey 

regarding “changing school start times”.  Administrators will research this issue.  Also, every 

effort will be made to ensure that students will have access to the survey. 

  

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

Following Mr. Messore’s overview of a grant prepared for the Middle School that would provide 

every student with an IPad or note book:     

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to endorse Mr. Guida to sign the grant 

on behalf of the School Committee.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mrs. Brody noted that a video conference has been scheduled for Thursday, May 3, 2012 at 6 

p.m. to discuss strategic planning consultation services with Mr. Robert Ewy.  
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Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of the potential $38,000 savings in our natural gas contract with 

Direct Energy: (at a rate a rate of $7.12 per DTH instead of $7.5): 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to confirm the revised contract with 

Direct Energy from $7.5 to $7.12 per DTH).  The motion passed 4-0.  

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to table approval of School Committee 

Policy BFC – School Policy.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of 

administration with regard to the doctoral dissertation research project.  The 

motion passed 4-0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to table the appointment of a School 

Committee member to the Building Committee until all School Committee members 

were present.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

No new issues were suggested this evening. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

May 2
nd

  Tri-Council Meeting @ Public Library 

 

May 3
rd

  Vocational Options, Virtual High School, Video conference at 6 p.m. 

 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

Mr. Douglas thanked the Committee for their hard work in arriving at a budgetary match with 

the COA.  He expressed his concern with respect to the budget.  He suggested two additional 

categories be added to our new strategic plan:  (1) communication both internally and externally: 

and (2) low/no cost high yield opportunities.  He emphasized the public needs to be aware of the 

use of their money and aware of how creative we are trying to be to get more results with less 

funding.    

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:30 
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p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) specifically for 

three (3) personnel matters.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

11:20 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:20 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0. 


