
SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 1 

BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 04/05/12 
  

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 5, 2012 at 

the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. 

Guida, Mr. Fuller, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Ms. Teitz, Dr. McIntyre, Mr. Tarro and  

Mr. Messore.   

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Scott Douglas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Dr. McIntyre was pleased to recognize the following achievements: 

 

Barrington High School won the 2012 Rhode Island State Drama Festival.  Bobby Robertson 

won the Terry Murray Performance Award and Scholarship; Elsa Cousins won the Stanley 

Anderson Technical Theatre Award and Scholarship; Sydney Remson and Michael Caizzi were 

selected for All-State Company; and Keri Schnabel received an award for Excellence in 

Directing. 

 

The following students won awards in the Rhode Island State Science Fair: 

 

Alicia Vesey won two special awards in addition to being a top ten Best of Fair finalist in the 

junior division:  from the RI Science Teachers Association – The Francis Hauser Award; and she 

was nominated for the Broadcom Masters Award.  She will submit her project and an essay to 

hopefully be selected one of the top twenty-five middle school students in the US to spend an all 

expenses paid week in Washington, DC. 

 

Cassidy Laidlaw won two special awards in addition to being a top ten Best of Fair finalist in the 

senior division:  He won the senior division again this year which sends him to the International 

Fair in Pittsburg, PA in May.  He also received the INTEL Excellence in Computer Science 

Award and the US Army Award. 

 

Clayton Inman won three special awards in addition to being a top ten Best of Fair finalist in the 

senior division.  He also received the Skyscraper Incorporated Award in Astronomy, the US 

Army Award, and the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Award. 

 

Fiona Paine won five special awards in addition to her First Grant Senior Division Award.  She 

also received the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Award, the Geraldine Ferry Award from RI 

Science Teachers Association, the American Meteorological Society Award, the Yale Science 

and Engineering Association Award, and the RI Teacher of the Year Award scholarship to go to 

the NASA Space Camp in Alabama for a week this summer. 
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Joseph (JJ) Strong won two special awards in addition to his First Grant Senior Division Award.  

He also received the Naval Undersea Warfare Center Award and a $1000 scholarship (to be 

renewed annually) to Rhode Island College. 

 

Michael Barmann earned a First Grant Senior Division Award. 

 

The High School Music Department, under the direction of Barbara Hughes, had six students 

participate in both the Junior and Senior Division All State Bands.  No other school district came 

close to the number of jazz All State students.  In addition, the All State Senior Division Jazz 

Ensemble will open the Newport Jazz Festival this year. 

 

Two elementary students and member of Barrington Troop 426, Leah Sirmalis and Casie 

Castello, expressed their appreciation to administration for allowing them to place coat collection 

boxes to benefit Amos House in the Barrington Schools.  They collected 1,222 coats and 630 

accessories with the help of the Barrington Schools and other organizations.  They helped over 

450 people and passed out over 900 coats. 

 

Mrs. Carrie Clegg, grade 4 Hampden Meadows teacher, won the state Disney Planet Challenge 

Award.  The portfolio was so outstanding that it was in the top 10 of all the portfolios that had 

been submitted.   

 

Mrs. Brody recognized the maintenance staff and custodians for the upkeep of the all the 

buildings.  She noted that she received feedback from the superintendent finalists on the 

impeccable condition of our buildings.   

 

Dr. McIntyre shared the final results of the New England Math League.  The team placed 2
nd

 out 

of over 200 teams in New England.  This is the best finish for a Rhode Island team.  We had 

three out of the top fourteen students in New England.  Stephen Lamontagne was one of seven 

students in New England with a perfect score for the season.  Cassidy Laidlaw and Jack Liang 

scored 35 out of a possible 36 points for the season to finish in the top 14.  We compete for the 

state title in the Rhode Island Math League next week and then head to Canton, MA at the end of 

April for the New England Math Competition. 

 

The Middle School students, under the direction of Rebecca Ferry, finished second in the Rhode 

Island Science Olympiad Competition:   

 

1
st
 Place: 

Anatomy:  Rohand Chander and Ethan Wold 

Bottle Rocket:  Ian Sabula and Cale McCormick 

Crime Busters:  Vivian Tian and Zoe Collins 

Dynamic Planet:  Vincent Portelli and Conor McGartoll 

Experimental Design:  Alexa Collins, Vivian Tian and Julia Forte 
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Mousetrap Vehicle:  Vincent Portelli and Conor McGartoll 

Reach for the Stars:  Ian Sabula and Alexa Collins 

Rocks and Minerals:  Cale McCormick and Michael Lamontagne 

Write it Do It:  Zoe Collins, Vincent Portelli and Risa Wan 

 

2nd Place: 

Mission Impossible:  Vivian Tian, Ethan Wold, Zoe Collins 

Road Scholar:  Ian Sabula and Cale McCormick 

Towers:  William Yao and Julia Forte 

Quiz Bowl:  Katie Wind 

 

3
rd

 Place 

Disease Detective:  Ethan Wold and Risa Wan 

Meteorology:  Ian Sabula and William Yao 

Water Quality:  Alexa Collins and Sam Barmann 

 

Eytan, a fourth grader achieved third place in the RI State Geography Bee for grades 4-8. 

 

The Barrington Destination Imagination Team took first place at the RI tournament.   The team 

performed an original skit and built a small wooden structure which only weighed 65 grams but 

held over 215 pounds and captured 20 golf balls.  Team members include:  Zahra Beers, 

Matthew Buller, Alex Perugini, Jack Perugini, Nico Perugini, Connor Troiano and Sam 

Wohlever.   

 

The Middle School Robotics Teams, under the leadership of Mr. Gray Monuteaux, finished in 

the Top 10 at the Rhode Island Technology and Engineering Educators Association’s annual 

Robotic Competition held at New England Institute of Technology.  Team-1 came in 6
th

 place 

and Team-2 took first place with a spectacular come-from-behind performance in the last round.  

They will be participating in the annual Robotics Park Tournament on Saturday, April 28
th

 at 

Martin Middle School, East Providence. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

No minutes were formally approved this evening.  Mr. Guida noted that the draft minutes of the 

meeting of 03/15/12 were available in the central office and would be formally approved at the 

next School Committee meeting along with the executive session minutes of the same date. 

 

Approval of Financials 

 

Upon review and discussion of the February financial expenditures: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adopt and approve the monthly  
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expenditures for February in the amount of $3,462,117.58.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Maureen Johnson, a member of the Barrington Education Foundation (BEF), updated the 

Committee on both past and present events sponsored by the BEF this school year.  She noted 

that BEF will be celebrating their 20
th

 anniversary this year with a gala event on June 14
th

 at 

Rhode Island Country Club that will focus on the arts in our schools. 

  

Dr. Shea presented an update on the Health and Wellness Committee noting that the focus of 

their most recent meetings centered on the “school start time issue.”  Following Dr. Shea’s 

overview of various aspects of this issue: 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded that the School Committee endorse the 

Health and Wellness Committee to move forward with the release of the school start 

time survey, promote the school start time survey and endorse the “Frequently 

Asked Questions (FAQ) document.  Any suggested edits to the FAQ document 

should be submitted to the central office by next Monday.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

It was noted that the raw results of the changing school start times survey would be available for 

the April 26
th

 School Committee meeting and that the analyzed data would be available for the 

May 7
th

 forum regarding this issue. 

 

Dr. Shea suggested that the district be reminded of the new Health and Wellness policy to ensure 

consistency throughout the district and revisit how we deal with accountability regarding this 

revised policy. 

 

Dr. McIntyre led a presentation for District Report Night.  A power point presentation was used 

as the basis of his presentation.  The report included testing results and how the district compared 

with the state, nation and also with some of the high performing districts in Massachusetts.  Also 

included was a five year projected enrollment provided to us by NESDEC.  Much discussion 

took place regarding various aspects of this report, particularly with respect to what steps will be 

taken to increase test scores.  Included in the discussion was information on class sizes at the 

high school.     

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

Mr. Tarro presented an update on the budget noting that we are potentially looking at a reduction 
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Tarro summarized efforts to date with respect to health insurance costs and noted that new Blue  

 

Cross rates recently received are substantially lower than rates previously received.  He stated  

that the Town and School Department are researching other collaborate opportunities with 

respect to health insurance rates.  Questions were asked by the Committee regarding various 

aspects of the budget.  Mr. Tarro noted that the School Committee will be meeting with the 

Committee on Appropriations on Thursday, April 12
th

 to continue budget discussions. 

 

Mr. Guida presented an update on the Superintendent Search noting the Committee visited the 

Barrington School District and Smithfield School District and spent a good portion of the day 

engaging with people who have significant levels of experience with the candidates from those 

respective districts.  He noted that the Committee would be discussing later this evening their  

next steps in the process.  Following some discussion regarding the deadline for the community 

to submit input forms regarding the candidates:   

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to extend the deadline for submitting 

input forms regarding the candidates until a week from today.    The motion did not 

pass. 

 

Following some discussion: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to extend the deadline to receive the 

candidate input forms until next Monday, April 9
th

 at 4 p.m.  The motion passed 5-

0.  

 

A member of the audience who participated on the Superintendent Search Committee expressed 

his hope that all finalists be granted an on-site visit to their district in order for us to observe their 

type of excellence, innovations and community involvement. 

  

Dr. McIntyre noted that he met with SMMA and that the District is now ready to proceed with 

the next level of addressing facilities.  He stated that the Building Committee will play a major 

role in the next steps in this process.  Following Dr. McIntyre’s request to approve the Building 

Committee per the listing provided to the Committee: 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the Building Committee listing provided to them .  

Following some discussion for clarification and with the understanding that Richard 

Wheeler’s replacement would be offered to fill in his vacancy, the motion passed 5-

0. 

 

Mr. Hurley summarized efforts to date to ensure all high school parents receive all 

communications.   
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Discussion took place regarding plans to move forward with a Strategic Plan and the next steps 

in the process.   Following Mr. Tarro’s brief overview of two Strategic Plan Bids we received  

and a discussion regarding next steps in the process:   

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to reject both bids for Strategic Plan 

Services in the amount of $14,976 and $15,521.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Fuller seconded that Mrs. Brody circulate to the 

Committee and the central office the information from Robert Ewy regarding 

opportunities for us to consult with him in a non- conventional way and, secondly, 

that the central office will solicit dates from us regarding their availability for a 

meeting. The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Guida asked if the School Committee wished to table approval of School Committee Policy 

BFC this evening. 

 

Mr. Ramsden moved and Dr. Shea seconded that we table approval of School 

Committee Policy BFC – Policy Adoption and address it at a later School 

Committee meeting.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Dr. McIntyre stated he had received several notices of retirement.  All the retirees named below 

were highly praised by both administration and School Committee members for their dedication, 

expertise and commitment to the District. 

  

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve with deep regret the 

recommendation of the Superintendent with respect to the retirements of: Deborah 

Gorman, HS, Reading Specialist; Denise Johnson, HS, PE/Health; Nancy Lloyd, 

MS, Math; Jane Nobrega, HS, Social Studies; and Richard Wheeler, MS, Principal.    

The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Ramsden moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to address the requests for leaves of 

absence individually.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Jenny Gaynor, 

SO, Gr. 3.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Mr. Fuller moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Tracy Miller, 

HS, Social Studies.  Following clarification that this was a leave of absence and not a 

sabbatical, the motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Gino 

Sangiuliano, HM, Gr. 4.  Much discussion followed regarding the requests for leaves 

of absence for the induction coaches.  A motion failed that was made by Mr. Guida 

and seconded by Mr. Fuller to amend the motion to the effect that the School 

Committee would deny the requests for leaves of absence for the induction coaches 

this evening with the understanding that the two teachers who are part of the 

induction program would be invited to come before us and explain their case and we 

would have an opportunity to take another vote.  The original motion failed 2 – 3 

with Mrs. Brody and Dr. Shea approving the recommendation and Mr. Guida, Mr. 

Ramsden and Mr. Fuller denying the request for a leave of absence for Mr. 

Sangiuliano.   

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Jennifer 

Theroux, HM, Grade 5.  The motion failed 2 – 3 with Mrs. Brody and Dr. Shea 

approving the recommendation and Mr. Guida, Mr. Ramsden and Mr. Fuller 

denying the request for a leave of absence for Ms. Theroux. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Ellen Bensusan, HS, Special 

Education.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for Jake Davis (2012 

– 2013).  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 
Mr. Fuller noted that the Five Year Budget Forecasting Committee has suggested that a Tri-

Council meeting be scheduled. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to accept to meet with the Town Tri-

Council (Committee on Appropriations, Town Council and School Committee) on 

May 2
nd

.   The motion passed 5-0. 
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Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Suggested future agenda items included discussions regarding facilities, an update on Naviance, 

a workshop on governance and an overview of substitutes (how we hire, screen and train them). 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

April 12
th

  7:30 p.m. Joint Meeting with Committee on Appropriations 

 

April 26
th

  7:30 p.m. Educators Evaluation Update 

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

A member of the audience expressed his thoughts regarding some budget issues. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Dr. Shea seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 10:15 

p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-

5(a)(2) specifically for six (6) personnel matters, (b) Collective Bargaining and (c) 

Litigation.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

11:20 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:20 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 


