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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 12/01/11 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, December 1, 

2011 at the Administration Office.Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m.  Present 

were Mr. Guida, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Ramsden, Mr. Messore, Mr. Tarro and Dr. 

McIntyre.  Dr. Shea was absent.  Mr. Guida noted that an Executive Session preceded this 

meeting and that the Committee was now continuing on with its regular open meeting agenda.  

Mr. Guida requested a motion to postpone the reorganization of the School Committee officers 

until the next regularly scheduled meeting due to Dr. Shea’s absence this evening. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to table the annual organization 

meeting until the next meeting on December 15
th

when all members would be 

present.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. George Finn led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Dr. McIntyre commended Katie Miller for her work in compiling a Teacher-Course-Student 

Data Collection document which was developed as part of the process for working with RIDE on 

teacher data collection for the teacher evaluation process.  Mrs. Miller’s document is being used 

as the model throughout the state of RI. 

 

Dr. McIntyre was pleased to announce that three more teachers have achieved National Board 

Certification:  Monica Samolis - MS, William Barrass – MS and Candace Roberts - NA.  He was 

proud to note that we now have a total of eighteen teachers who have achieved this recognition. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

11/17/11 regular School Committee meeting as presented.  The motion passed 3-0.  

Mr. Guida abstained as he was not present at the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Brody moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 11/17/11 as presented. The motion passed 3-0. It was 

noted that the minutes were sealed and that no votes were taken.Mr. Guida 

abstained as he was not present at the meeting. 
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Approval of Financials 

 

No financial reports were presented for formal approval this evening. 

 

Information and Proposals 

 

Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Messore presented a preliminary report on the Rhode Island Model 

Educator Evaluation System.  A power point presentation was used as the basis of their 

overview.They highlighted important points of what the district is doing this year and the 

direction and next steps in the process.  Much discussion took place both during and after the 

presentation to clarify aspects of this initiative.  All administrators and staff were commended for 

their collaborative efforts in implementing this initiative.  The Committee will receive periodic 

updates as this process moves forward. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information 

 

No issues were raised at this time. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Mr. Joseph Hurley and Mr. George Finn presented an update on the status of the feasibility of 

changing start times at the schools.  They summarized some of the challenging obstacles that 

would have to be dealt with and emphasized the need to engage in a dialogue with all 

stakeholders affected by this initiative.  It was the consensus of the Committee that a public 

forum be scheduled in late January with as much specific information as possible regarding this 

issue.  Mr. Guida noted that the School Committee is not proposing to change the start times this 

evening, but rather that the School Committee seeks to establish and commence a program for 

engaging the Community in a full and thorough investigation of the topic, including the sharing 

of information with the community and receiving their input on this issue.  The purpose of 

addressing this issue is to do whatever is best for student achievement. 

 

Dr. Megan Douglas presented an update on the status of positive changes in the schools reported 

since the implementation of the revised Health and Wellness Policy. 

 

Mr. Tarroprovided the Committee with a copy of the Capital Budget before submitted it to the 

Planning Board and highlighted the major points of the budget.   

 

Mr. Tarro updated the Committee on the status of Safe Routes grants awarded to Hampden 

Meadows School, the Middle School and Primrose Hill School. 
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Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with a draft policy Tools for Schools (addresses indoor air 

quality) for their consideration and explained that it was another requirement of the Stage II 

RIDE Application Process.  The policy will be presented for a 1
st
 reading at the next School 

Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Tarro noted we are waiting to hear from Symmes Maini & McKee Associates (SMMA) the 

school facilities consultant firm assessing all of the districts’ building regarding the costs 

associated with  maintenance issues that need to be addressed to deal with any health and safety 

issues. 

 

Dr. McIntyre presented an update on the status of the Superintendent Search noting that the 

Committee and administration met with representatives from Future Managementto discuss the 

steps in the process.He noted that hopefully an ad will be in Education Week next week.  The 

members of the Superintendent Search Committee include:  Anthony Arico, Kate Brody, Jim 

Callahan, Anna Clancy, Peter DeAngelis, Paula Dominguez, Doris Eddins, Adela Felag, Scott 

Fuller, Patrick Guida, Arlene Miguel, Marlene Prichard, Chris Ramsden, Robert Shea and 

Richard Wheeler.  He noted that other individuals who volunteered their services will be invited 

to serve on an advisory committee.  Those individuals are:  Joshua Berlinski, Clare Connelly, 

Bill Daugherty, Bill Delaney, Heidi Dolan, Michael Genetti, Jill Glickman, Elizabeth Johnson, 

Stephen Johnston, Kate Lentz, PerriLeviss, Zachary Luther, David Marcowitz, Chad Mollica, 

Gene Obenhauser, Robert Perry, Debby Perugini, Ken Rachette, Meg Ramsden, Andrew Winner 

and Ann Adler. 

 

The strategic plan developed by Montgomery County was shared via a power point presentation 

which highlighted the seven keys to college and career readiness and how they were meeting 

those needs.  Much discussion centered on the direction our district should take regarding our 

strategic plan with suggestions/comments from the Committee.  Mr. Tarro provided the 

Committee with a draft RFP for choosing a facilitator for this initiative.  Following much 

conversation, it was the consensus of the Committee that Mr. Tarro revise the draft RFP to 

include some of the language they discussed this evening.   

 

Old Business from School Committee 

 
No issues were raised at this time. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 
Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the recommendation of 

the Superintendent with respect to the requests for leaves of absence for Jenny 

Gaynor, SO, Grade 3 and Melanie Roy, HM, Grade 4.  The motion passed 4-0. 
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Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve with great regret the 

recommendation of the Superintendent with respect to the retirement of Karen 

Sylvia, NA, special education in June 2012.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 

Mr. Tarro noted that as part of the Stage II RIDE Application process the district needs to have a 

formal “No School Bus Idling Policy”.   Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with several sample 

policies.  This policy will be presented for a 1
st
 reading at the next School Committee meeting.   

 

Mr. Ramsden presented a brief update on the status of the Budget Forecasting Committee noting 

that they have met twice and have appointed a Chair (Jeffrey Grove) and Vice Chair (Nicholas 

DeRosa) and are working on a common format to connect the Town and the School Department 

and the objectives of this group. 

 

No further discussion regarding Continuous Improvement Seminar as it was discussed under the 

Strategic Plan. 

 

Issues considered to be a priority this year include: Educator Evaluation, the Strategic Plan, 

continuous monitoring of math and science NECAP scores and strategies in place to improve the 

test scores and a number of upcoming budget issues.   

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Future agenda items include a special meeting in January to discuss the possible change of 

school start times and more information from the principals when they present their budget 

requests for the upcoming school year. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

December 15th  7:30 p.m. Technology Update 

       

General Public Discussion and Information 
 

Members of the audience urged the Committee to educate the community with as much data and 

information as possible with respect to the possible change of school start times in their 

investigative research regarding what is best for all the students in Barrington.   

 

 Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:10p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1),42-46-

5(a)(2) and 42-46-5(a)(5)specifically for: (a) two Personnel matters, (b) Collective 

Bargaining discussion with respect to NEAB, BEST and United Steelworkers and 
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(c) Administrative Evaluation.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

10:30 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:32 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0. 


