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BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 06/19/12 
 

A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at 

the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. 

Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Ramsden, Ms. Moses, Dr. McIntyre, Mr. Tarro and  Mr. 

Messore.  Mr. Fuller was absent.   

 

Mr. Guida welcomed Ms. Faith Moses, the newly appointed student representation to the School 

Committee. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mr. Thomas Moses led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Achievement Recognition 

 

Dr. McIntyre congratulated and welcomed Ms. Moses also.   

 

Dr. McIntyre commended Mr. Hurley as well as the entire high school faculty and students for 

the outstanding graduation.   

 

Dr. McIntyre announced that Mrs. Arlene Miguel, Hampden Meadows principal, is leaving the 

district and commended her for her tremendous leadership. 

  

Dr. McIntyre recognized the Barrington Education Foundation for the wonderful celebration at 

Rhode Island Country Club that focused on the arts in the schools. 

  

Dr. McIntyre recognized and thanked Ms. Sandy Whittaker, Administrative Assistant to the 

Superintendent, for her thirty-two years of service. 

 

Charlie Ionata a high school student, finished second in the 12-pound hammer throw with a toss 

of 205 feet, 10 inches at the New Balance Track and Field National Competition at North 

Carolina AT&T University in Greensboro.  He was named to the All American team.  

 

A cake was shared with everyone in honor of the retirements of Dr. McIntyre and Ms. Whittaker. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 04/02/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 04/09/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 
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noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the Open 

Session meeting of 04/12/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 04/12/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the open 

session meeting of 04/24/12 as presented. The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 04/24/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the Tri-

Council meeting of 05/02/12 as presented.  The motion passed 3-0.  Mr. Guida 

abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 

School Committee meeting of 05/03/12 as presented the motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 05/03/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the School 

Committee workshop of 05/07/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the School 

Committee meeting of 05/14/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 05/14/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the School 

Committee meeting of 05/17/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 05/17/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 
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Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 

School Committee meeting of 05/24/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Executive Session meeting of 05/24/12 as presented.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 

noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 

Approval of Financials 

 

Upon review and discussion of the April financial expenditures: 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for April in the amount of $3,218,794.59.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 

expenditures for May in the amount of $3,480,971.87.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Tarro shared his comments/concerns regarding this year’s budget (FY12).  He noted that the 

projected year end surplus is $100,000 which is within 2% of the operating budget.  He noted 

that overages in special education obligations and services were over expended by $332,000.  In 

addition, the statewide transportation costs were over by $75,000.  He indicated he is in 

communication with RIDE to discuss calculating the transportation costs more fairly and 

equitably.  Mr. Ramsden had expressed his concern relative to the margin available in the FY13 

budget confirmed by Mr. Tarro.  Mr. Ramsden then confirmed the potential for an overage in the 

special education out of district tuition and special education transportation.  Questions were 

asked by the Committee regarding the rationale for the high overage in special education costs.  

 

Information and Proposals 

 

A budget discussion took place with administration presenting some suggested alternatives to the 

current budget that might accommodate allowing us to maintain some programs they originally 

intended to cut.  They summarized items impacting the budget:  $144,000 added to the budget at 

the Town Financial Meeting and the $126,000 reduction  due to the elimination of the possible 

Tuition-In Program.  Administration provided their suggested recommendations and rationale to 

reduce the budget which were as follows: reduce wood shop to 1.67 instead of 2.0 fte’s 

(replacing some sessions of wood shop with robotics and STEM (science, technology, 

engineering and math)); reduce elementary music by .67 fte, reduce adaptive physical education 

by .22 fte; and not replace a custodian retiring in December.  

 

Following much discussion (with input/suggestions from the Committee and audience)regarding 

the recommendations made by administration to make reductions to the budget with the focus of 

the conversation on the wood shop program: 
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Mrs. Brody moved and Dr. Shea seconded to authorize the Superintendent to 

explore the posting of one full time additional industrial arts position with a salary 

cap of $75,000 (including benefits), and explore conversations with our public 

volunteer with regard to the mobilization of other support services and provide us 

with specific data rather than anecdotal data.  Following additional conversation by 

members of the Committee which included clarification that the Committee 

approved the following reductions:   .67 fte elementary music, .22 fte adaptive 

physical education and to not fill the custodial position as the result of an upcoming 

retirement, the motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Messore presented an update on our Summer School Program which included an historical 

overview of the development of the program and the future direction of the program.  Questions 

were asked by the Committee and members of the audience regarding various aspects of the new 

summer school pilot program being implemented. 

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

Laina Caesar and Madeline Soutter, student representatives on the High School School 

Improvement Team (SIT) presented a proposal to the Committee for their consideration 

regarding a survey form for all students to have their voice heard on the effectiveness of 

Academic, Athletic and Arts programs via a student feedback form.  The Committee commended 

them for this idea and stated that it would help to identify priorities for the District as they move 

forward in developing a strategic plan.  Further discussion regarding their proposing will be on a 

future agenda.   

 

Old Business from School Committee and Staff 

 

The Committee was provided with bus schedule options developed by First Student with respect 

to the “changing school start times” issue.  Dr. McIntyre suggested we could not proceed with 

this issue next year until long-range plans are finalized with respect to either renovating/new 

construction or reconfiguring our facilities.   Mr. Guida noted that the Committee needed more 

time to digest the bus options provided. 

 

Mr. Messore presented an update on the status of the development of the Strategic Plan noting 

that the strategic planning committee recently met with the facilitator.  He noted that a survey is 

being developed to be distributed to the staff and entire community to receive their input on 

some of the needs we want to identify in the District.   

 

Mr. Messore summarized efforts to date in the development of an Exit Survey to distribute to all 

families who leave the district, why they are leaving and where they are going. 

 

Mr. Tarro summarized the action to date with respect to submitting a draft revision to the Stage 
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II Application to RIDE provided by SMMA relative to ADA requirements that are necessary. 

 

Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  

 

No issues were raised. 

 

New Business from Superintendent and Staff 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Corey Downey, Department 

Head, Physical Education/Health.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve with deep regret the 

recommendation of the Superintendent with respect to the retirement of Arlene 

Miguel, HM, Principal.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of the 

Superintendent with respect to the retirement of Michael Topazio, MS, Industrial 

Arts.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Following Mr. Tarro’s explanation with respect to the renewal of the Food Service Contract 

which is in the fourth year of a five year: contract with a 10% increase in meal prices across the 

board ($2.60 – elementary and $2.85 – secondary):   

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 

Tarro with respect to the renewal of the Food Service Contract to Chartwells for the 

2012-2013 school year.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 

Tarro with respect to rejecting the bids for the LCD Monitors and purchasing them 

from a  local box store consistent with our current specifications.  The motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 

Tarro with respect to the award of the Student Response System Bid to Integrated 

Classroom Technology Inc. in an amount not to exceed $40,316, which was the 

lowest qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

New Business from School Committee 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to transfer funds from Capital Reserve 
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– School Improvement to Capital Reserve – Technology in the amount of $150,000.  

Following some questions for clarification, the motion passed 4-0. 

 

Discussion Future Agenda Items 

 

Suggested future agenda topics included:  a discussion on governance, addressing the deficit in 

the food service account, and the proposal presented this evening with respect to a student 

feedback survey for academic, athletic and arts. 

 

General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 

 

August 23, 2012  School Committee Meeting 

 

July 31, 2012   Strategic Planning Meeting 

 

TBD    Personnel Action 

 

TBD    Advisory Program and Curriculum 

 

TBD    Transition Workshop for Superintendent to Work with Search  

    Consultant 

 

General Public Discussion and Information  

 

In response to a question from a member of the audience, Dr. McIntyre noted there would be no 

public announcement with respect to the appointment of the Middle School Principal this 

evening, but that it would be discussed in Executive Session. 

 

Dr. McIntyre expressed his appreciation to everyone for the opportunity to work for the District.    

Mr. Guida noted that a retirement celebration for Dr. McIntyre was held on Monday and he 

extended his thanks to Dr. McIntyre for all he has done for the District. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

10:05 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 42-46-5(a)(1) for 

Personnel specifically for five (5) personnel matters.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 

11:19 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 

11:19 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0. 


