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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 20, 2011 
at the Administration Office.  Dr. McIntyre called the meeting to order as it was the annual 
organizational meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller, 
Mr. Ramsden, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise and Mr. Tarro. 
 
Mr. Ramsden was congratulated for being elected to the School Committee. 
 
Dr. McIntyre requested nominations for the Chairperson. 
 

Mr. Ramsden moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to nominate Mr. Patrick Guida as 
Chairperson.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
The gavel was turned over to Mr. Guida. 
 
Mr. Guida requested nominations for the Vice Chair-Clerk. 
 

Mr. Fuller moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to nominate Dr. Shea as Vice Chair-
Clerk.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Guida welcomed Mr. Ramsden to the Committee and expressed his respect for all the 
Committee members.  He thanked Dr. Shea for his service as Chair of the Committee. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Steven Primiano led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated Dr. Kennedy and all the members of Nayatt School for their 
newletters “Nayatt Special” being awarded “First Place” for Elementary Schools (under 500 
enrollment) in the American Scholastic Press Association’s 2010 Scholastic Yearbook and 
Magazine Awards. 
 
Dr. McIntyre recognized middle school and high school students and art teachers who 
participated in the RI Scholastic Art Competition.  He was proud to note that all Barrington 
students who submitted art pieces received Gold Key Awards.  The students and the teachers the 
students were under the direction of were as follows: 
 

Alice Burgess - Design, BHS; teacher Lauren Tucciarone 
Elsa Cousins - Printmaking, HS; teacher Doreen Lindenburg 
Allison Neilan - Drawing, HS; teacher Doreen Lindenburg 
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Melody Silva - Ceramics & Glass, HS; teacher Diana Baxter 
Julia Brammer, Mixed Media, MS; teacher Kristin Costa 
Kira Goodale, Mixed Media, MS; teacher Kristin Costa 

 
Actors (from Nayatt School) who are performing in Willy Wonka, Kids were present in costume 
and distributed invitations to the School Committee and administrators for their upcoming 
performances on February 11th (7 p.m.) and February 12th (1 p.m. and 7 p.m.) in the High School 
auditorium.   
 
Mrs. Katie Miller reported that tonight’s School Committee was being taped live this evening by 
Mr. Scott Morpeth and that the meeting would be available live on demand on the School 
Committee website and the Eagles News Network. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 12/16/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.  Mr. 
Ramsden abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to accept the minutes of the Executive 
Session School Committee meeting of 12/16/10 as written.  It was noted that the 
minutes were sealed and no votes were taken.  The motion passed 4-0.   Mr. 
Ramsden abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the November and December financial expenditures: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 
expenditures for November in the amount of $2,913,093.23.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 
expenditures for December in the amount of $3,334,070.81.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
The agenda was taken out of order to accommodate Mr. Andy Soutter who requested that the 
Committee approve the formation of the Barrington Boys Lacrosse Club for middle school 
students.  He noted that there would be no cost to the district for this club.  Following an 
overview of the program, questions from the Committee and comments from the audience: 
  

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to support the formation of the 
Barrington Boys Lacrosse Club.  The motion passed 5-0.   

 
Information and Proposals 
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Prior to the principals presenting their budget requests for 2011-2012, Mr. Guida welcomed Mrs. 
Joy Hearn to the meeting. 
 
The budget process for the 2011-2012 budget started with all principals presenting their increase 
in staffing requests along with their rationale for their requests. The four elementary principals 
presented their staffing request first and then the middle school and high school principal 
presented their staffing requests.  Much discussion took place regarding their requests with input 
from the Committee and members of the audience regarding their support of certain requests.   
Mr. Guida encouraged the principals to include any requests that the principals feel would 
increase the delivery of instruction and student achievement, knowing that the needs might not 
be affordable, but perhaps savings could be found elsewhere to possibly honor their requests.  
Administration presented a brief overview of the status of this year’s budget.  They also noted 
that no information has been received to date regarding funds to be received through the new 
state aid funding formula. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Dr. McIntyre stated that he takes full responsibility for the closing of schools on January 18th for 
the special election in response to a question from a member of the audience.  His decision was 
based on the security and safety of the children.  Mr. Guida noted that the School Committee was 
in complete agreement with Dr. McIntyre’s recommendation to close the schools. 
 
A member of the audience expressed her support of an enrichment specialist at Hampden 
Meadows. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre suggested that a discussion of the Middle School facilities be tabled until a 
workshop could be scheduled specifically for this topic.  A date for the workshop will be 
determined at the next School Committee meeting. 
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee. 
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New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the following requests for 
leaves of absence: 
 
Christine Bergeron, HS, Science 
Kathryn Carey, SO, Gr. 3 
Eliza Pyliotis, HS, Math 
Christine Waring, HM, Gr. 4 
 
The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Fuller seconded to approve the resignation of Joan 
Carney, ELL, part time.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Discussion took place regarding the feasibility of purchasing the Naviance Program, a guidance 
tracking program to help track students in college placement.  Mr. Joseph Hurley and Mrs. Toni 
Corry presented their finds regarding this software and it was determined that further research 
will be done to see if this program is more beneficial than the software we presently have in 
place.  Questions were asked by the Committee regarding various aspects of this issue. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to table the appointment of a Committee member to the 
Facilities Committee until after a Facilities Workshop takes place. 
 

Dr.  Shea 
 moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to reappoint Dr. McIntyre as representative to 
the East Bay Educational Collaborative (EBEC) Board.   The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the request for use of school 
facilities to Grace Community Chapel.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following a brief discussion regarding the location of School Committee meetings and with 
input from the audience, it was the consensus of the Committee to hold one meeting per year at 
each of the school buildings and all other meetings will be held at the Administration Office. 
 
Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with copies of the June 30, 2010 Audit Report, an 
engagement letter and a management letter.  He explained the content of the management letter 
and confirmed for the School Committee that the letter is for information only.  Mr. Tarro stated 
that the auditor was required to put this in writing; however, as noted in their letter, they passed 
on making any adjustments because the dollar amount was immaterial.  Mr. Tarro also explained 
that the management comment has no impact on the result of the financial report as presented.   
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Mr. Tarro noted that the Town Council had requested his presence at their next meeting to 
explain the management letter.  Mr. Tarro went on to explain that the Barrington Public Schools 
did make some adjustments, but due to the data validity process with the Uniform Chart of 
Accounts he was concerned about losing the integrity of the data file.   No concerns were 
expressed by the School Committee, and given the timing of the matter, the School Committee 
would not be able to engage in a joint meeting prior to that date. 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to acknowledge receipt of the June 30, 
2010 Audit Report from Mr. Tarro.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
There was no New Business from School Committee. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
Suggested future topics included Common Core Learning, the new evaluation process, mandated 
requirements and a workshop to discuss the Strategic Plan.  
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
January 27th  7:30 p.m. Budget Input 

Budget Personnel 
Discussion of Review of Strategic Plan  
 

February 7th    Commissioner Gist’s Visit to School District including 
Community Forum  

 
It was noted that the Budget Workshop scheduled for February 3rd needs to be rescheduled 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience encouraged the School Department to continue researching the 
Naviance Program and cited her positive experience with this software.   
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No Executive Session was necessary. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 


