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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 21, 2010 
at the Administration Office.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Dr. 
Shea, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise and Mr. Tarro.   Mr. Guida was 
absent. 
 
Mrs. Diana Siliezar-Shields led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that the following students have been named Commended 
Students in the 2011 National Merit Scholarship Program:  Emma Edwards, Sara Feit, Daniel 
Keller, Kimberly Korioth, Allison Miller, Luke Rein, Romil Shah, Mae Staples, Janice Tam and 
Selina Wang. 
 
He was proud to announce that the following students were named Semifinalists in the 2011 
National Merit Scholarship Competition:  Sarah Collins, Matthew Holmes, Samuel McCormick, 
Tristan Paine and Andrew Zulker. 
 
Dr. McIntyre commended the high school students who participated in the Great Day of Service 
and worked at a Habitat for Humanity site in Providence laying a roof and nailing siding for a 
family who greatly needed a decent place to live.    
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that Nayatt School has been selected to receive a Governor’s 
Award on October 26th in the State Room at the State House for Wellness Innovation.   
 
He noted that Dr. Christopher Kennedy recently attended an awards banquet in Washington, DC 
for being chosen a 2010 National Distinguished Principal (NDP) by the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals (NAESP). 
 
Lastly, Dr. McIntyre acknowledged the recent article in the Barrington Times regarding the high 
school Sunrise Show, an in-house morning news and information program giving the day’s 
announcements, sports, weather and other points of interest to begin the school day, which is 
now accessible live on the internet and expressed his appreciation to the staff and students for 
their hard work with this initiative.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve and adopt the minutes of 
the regular School Committee meeting of 10/07/10 as written.  The motion passed 3-
0. 
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve and adopt the minutes of  
the Executive Session meeting of 10/07/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was 
noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the August and September financial reports: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the expenditures for August in 
the amount of $1,377,643.46.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the expenditures for 
September in the amount of $3,299,281.87.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Information and Proposals 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to take the agenda out of order to accommodate members 
of the High School Science Department who presented an analysis of the NECAP science test 
scores and strategies in place to improve the scores.  Mrs. Diana Siliezar-Shields, Department 
Chair-Science, with the assistance of Jeffrey Levesque and Jose Costa, shared strategies in place 
to improve and continue to move forward in terms of NECAP assessments.  One of the strategies 
being implemented is an Earth and Space Science Tutorial they created for students.  Much 
discussion took place regarding various aspects of their presentation.  Administrators and the 
School Committee commended them for their outstanding efforts and professionalism, especially 
with regard to the tutorial they created. 
  
Next, Mr. Michael Messore and Mr. Joseph Hurley presented an update on Community  
Engagement – Goal #1 of the Strategic Plan and focused their update on what has happened 
since their update.  Much of their update revolved on the Eagle News Network, a live internet 
program that is student driven.  Questions and suggestions from the Committee and members of 
the audience followed their presentation. 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented an update on the status of a new common teacher evaluation instrument 
being developed by the Rhode Island Department of Education as a result of the state being 
awarded Race to the Top funds in the amount of $75,000,000 (Barrington will receive $190,000 
which is approximately $45,000 every year for four years).  He noted that six districts will be 
piloting the evaluation instrument the 2nd half of the current school year which will include six 
evaluations; one announced, one unannounced and four walk-throughs.  A draft of this 
evaluation instrument will be provided to the Committee when it becomes available.  Questions 
were asked by members of the Committee regarding various aspects of this initiative. 
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Next, Dr. Calise presented an overview of Race to the Top and its goal which is to help us 
prepare all students for success in college, careers and life.  A powerpoint presentation was used 
as the basis of her presentation that included goals for parents, students, teaches, administrators 
and all Rhode Islanders.  Discussion took place regarding various aspects of her presentation.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Dr. Calise explained the difference between the New England Common Assessment Program 
(NECAP) tests and the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC) tests in response to a question from a member of the audience.  Another member of the 
audience inquired about monies used for professional development.  
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre asked to take the agenda out of order to accommodate Dr. David Silvia who 
wanted to address the Committee regarding some perceived concerns with regard to the Boys 
State Program.  Mr. Silvia presented his concerns using a letter he provided to the Committee as 
the basis of his discussion.  Dr. Shea summarized the issues raised by Mr. Silvia noting that 
clear, professional and courteous responses had been made to Mr. Silvia’s requests.  
 
Mr. Tarro presented a facilities update and provided the Committee with a draft timetable 
outlining the steps that need to be taken if the district is to move forward with the construction of 
a new middle school.  He also provided them with a listing of the long-term facility options and a 
draft construction application letter to RIDE.  He noted that two options, #4 and #5, were 
eliminated as options as they were cost prohibitive.  Much discussion took place regarding 
various aspects of this initiative.  It was noted that Dr. McIntyre, Mr. Tarro, and Dr. Shea will be 
meeting with the Town Manager and members of the Town Council to begin a conversation with 
regard to facility options.  
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the recommendation of 
the Superintendent with respect to the appointment of Diana Turgeon, NA, Special 
Education Teacher Assistant.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 

There was no New Business from School Committee. 
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Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
 
November 4th 4:00 p.m. Board of Regents Meeting @ HS Library 
 
November 4th 7:30 p.m. Health and Wellness  
    Green Committee Update 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Questions were asked by members of the audience regarding the possible new construction of a 
Middle School.  
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 


