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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, October 7, 2010 
at the Administration Office.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Dr. 
Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise and Mr. Tarro.    
 
Mrs. Oberg led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to announce that we received two awards from the Safe Routes grant  
Transportation:  $129,700 for the Middle School and $138,300 for Primrose Hill School to 
install sidewalks at both locations. He noted it was a very competitive grant and he expressed his 
appreciation to Mr. Philip Hervey and Mr. Tarro for their efforts with the grant process. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that Nayatt School received a Governor’s Award for 
Wellness Innovation in the Schools category. 
  
Dr. McIntyre expressed his appreciation to the Barrington Educational Foundation (BEF) for the 
wonderful job they did in organizing the annual Rubber Ducky Race held last Saturday and he 
also expressed his appreciation to Mr. Chad Mollica for donating his race winnings back to BEF. 
 
Dr. McIntyre commended Hampden Meadows School for receiving the Rhode Island Best 
Cycling School Award from AAA for having the most students who ride their bikes to school 
and are safe. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adopt the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 08/23/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adopt the minutes of the 
Executive Session of 08/23/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.  It was noted that 
no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adopt the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 09/02/10 as written.  The motion passed 3-0.   Mrs. 
Oberg abstained as she was not at the meeting. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
No monthly financial reports were available for approval this evening. 
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As a continuation of Mr. Tarro’s conversation at the last meeting relative to the state aid formula, 
Mr. Tarro presented information in preparation for the FY12 budget.  Mr. Tarro  
reported at the last meeting that we would receive an increase in state aid of $639,000; it is 
actually $669,00 annually for the next seven years.  He explained what he initially thought 
would happen with investment funds and that those funds will no longer be distributed through 
that mechanism; instead they will be added back to the base of our general operating budget;  i.e. 
we will receive $1.3 million in operating aid and about $402,000 in investment funds.  The 
$402,000 will be added to the $1.3 million and the new base for our operating budget will be 
$1,777,000 plus $669,000.  That is the good news.  He noted that the bad news is that our 
pension rates will be increasing. The FY10 rates were reduced from 14.14% to 11.89% and 
subsequently to 11.25%.  The new rates for FY12 for certified personnel will change from 
11.25% to 13.23% and from 2.54% to 5.06% for non certified.  The impact to the FY12 budget 
based on the current year salaries is approximately $300,000+ for certified pension contributions 
and $95,000+ for non-certified contributions. The net amount available for the FY12 budget will 
be $263,000.  Lastly to address the $200,000 for the re-appropriation of school surplus in the 
FY11 budget, the excess available will be changed from $263,000 to $63,000.  Mr. Guida 
requested confirmation of the contractual amount projected to meet the increase negotiated for 
the coming year.  Mr. Tarro confirmed that approximately $600,000 was the projected amount 
necessary.  Dr. McIntyre noted that health costs are still an unknown and will have an impact on 
the budget also. 
 
Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. Hurley reported that Barrington High School will be highlighted on Channel 10’s Friday 
Night Lights which highlights two cool things in our school that set us apart from other schools.  
The two things highlighted about our school will be:  1) our video screening studio, and 2) our 
unified sports for volleyball and basketball. 
 
Prior to Mr. Joseph Hurley, High School Principal and Mr. Kevin Blanchard, Chair of the 
NEASC Committee, presenting an overview of the NEASC Report, Dr. McIntyre emphasized 
that the report was delayed due to individuals who produced the reports, not by anyone in our 
District and that the report is available online.  Mr. Hurley and Mr. Blanchard presented 
highlights of commendations and recommendations of the NEASC Report.  It should be noted 
that the recommendations included the language “increase and expand” which indicated we are 
in the process of implementation of new initiatives and were encouraged to do more.  Mr. Hurley 
noted that areas needing to be addressed have already started to be addressed and summarized 
some of the action to date.  The Administrators and School Committee commended everyone 
involved with the NEASC Visit and the resulting outstanding NEASC Report.   
 
Next, Mr. Hurley and Mr. Messore presented an update on the SAT and AP Test Scores. A 
power point presentation was used as the basis of their report that compared the results of the 
tests for our District to the rest of the state and the entire nation.  The results indicated our  
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students did well overall, but that nationwide test scores remained flat.  Mr. Hurley indicated that 
our goal is to do even better.  Mr. Messore focused on the results of the foreign language tests. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Questions from the audience focused on comments/questions regarding AP courses. 
 
A member of the audience requested clarification from the Committee regarding a letter sent to 
them with regard to the Boys State Program  It was the consensus of the Committee to discuss 
adding this issue to a future School Committee agenda during Discussion of Future Agenda 
Items. 
 
Another member of the audience inquired about the status of money set aside for motor vehicle 
funds and how parents are learning about ILP’s.  She also applauded and commended everyone 
involved with the NEASC Visit and the outstanding NEASC Report.  
   
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented an update on the status of Facilities (focusing on the Middle School and 
whether or not to renovate or build a new school) noting that he has met with the principals and 
PTO presidents and that the next steps would be to engage the community in this process to 
receive their feedback.  He noted that feedback to date indicates a top priority is to maintain the 
community school concept presently in place.  It was the consensus of the Committee that the 
Superintendent report the options Administration feels should be eliminated and the rationale for 
their decision at the next School Committee meeting.   
 
Mr. Tarro clarified and corrected that the teacher contract renegotiated will have an impact on 
the FY12 budget in the amount of $1,000,000, not $600,000 as he previously stated. 
 
   
Dr. Shea presented an update on the Health and Wellness Committee and noted that they are 
exploring the feasibility of changing the start time for students, particularly at the High School. 
He also noted they held a forum to present the new health curriculum for grades 6-12.  It was 
noted this curriculum is being used as an exemplar for curriculum for the state.     
 
Dr. McIntyre noted the dates of the upcoming flu clinics for children in the District in response 
to a question from Mrs. Oberg regarding this issue. 
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the appointment of Philip 
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Weiland, HS, Science and the following annual appointments 
 

Annual Appointments 
Department Chairs 
Priscilla Abrahamson, English 
Toni Corry, Guidance 
Diana Siliezar-Shields, Science  
Lee-Ann Markowski, Special Education 
Robert Marley, Mathematics 
Geri McCarthy, Social Studies 
Department Heads 
Amy Gusetti .5 Art 
Barbara Hughes .5 Music 
Denise Johnson, Physical Education/Health 
Paulette LaParle .5 Music 
Lauren Tucciarone .5 Art 
 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the annual appointments of 
the following individuals: 
  
Curriculum Leaders 
Anthony Borgueta, Science 
Marianne Combies, Special Education 
Mark Davis, District Literacy Coordinator 
Mary Roberts, ELA 
Megan Medeiros Mathematics 
Cynthia Ryan, Social Studies 
Curriculum Coordinators 
Seth Tibbetts, K-5 Science 
 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the retirements of Nancy 
Cook, HS, general office clerk, Mary D’Agostino, HM, Grade 5 (June 2011) and 
Maryanne Maclure, HM, Grade 5 (June 2011).  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to regretfully approve the resignations 
of Lee Ann Markowski, Assistant Coach Girls Ice Hockey and Gary Eddins, Chair 
Collegial Support Committee.  The motion passed 4-0. 
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Following Mr. Tarro’s request for approval of disposal of obsolete equipment: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the approval of the Asset Disposals List provided to them.  
The motion passed 4-0. 

  
There was no New Business from School Committee. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
Suggested additions to the draft Agenda Topics listing provided to the School Committee were 
made. 
 
Dr. McIntyre explained his rationale for his suggestion that all School Committee meetings be 
held at the Administration Office.  Following a brief discussion it was the consensus of the 
Committee to table a final decision regarding this issue until the new School Committee is in 
place.  It was also suggested that input from the PTO presidents be sought before a final decision 
is made.  
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
October 21st 7:30 p.m. Community Engagement at Administration Office 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Questions and suggestions regarding the renovation or rebuild of the Middle School were made 
by members of the audience. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:45 
p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-
5(a)(2) for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation; specifically for 
Personnel.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
_____ moved and _____ seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at _____ p.m. 
and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 

The regular meeting was adjourned at _____ p.m. 


