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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, June 2, 2011 at 
the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present were Mr. 
Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Dr. McIntyre, Mr. Tarro and Dr. Calise.  Mr. Fuller and Mr. 
Ramsden were absent. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Steven Lenz led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Senior Jordan Angelo presented her honors senior project to the School Committee entitled 
“Shatter the Illusion” that shows not all students at Barrington High School drink and use drugs. 
 She discussed social norms for teenagers.  Her project was focused on the question “How many 
Barrington High School students do you think drink?”  She explained the process, the campaign, 
how she became involved, her field work and research paper, and some of the products.  
Questions were asked by the Committee following her presentation.  The School Committee and 
administrators commended her for her outstanding presentation. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to note that 258 seniors attended the After Prom celebration along with 
90 guests for a total of 348 attendees.  He expressed his appreciation to everyone involved in 
planning this special event and in particular to two parents, Linda Johnson and Joanne Legro. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to report that 26 chemistry students attended the URI Chemistry 
Competition and competed in individual and team events.  (Year 1 students are currently 
enrolled in Chemistry 531 and Year II students are currently or previously enrolled in AP 
Chemistry.)  The Year 2 Chemistry Team won 1st place for the Overall Division 2 Chemistry 
Award (AP students), and the Year 1 team won 3rd place for the Overall Division 1 Chemistry 
Award (Chemistry 531 students).  In the individual competition Steve LaMontange won 1st place 
in Division 2 individuals and Brenden Forte won 2nd place in Division 2 individuals.  Dr. 
McIntyre commended all the students and expressed his appreciation to all the teachers involved. 
 
Dr. McIntyre recognized the teachers retiring at this end of this year:  Guy Azza, Alan Gravell, 
Maryanne Maclure, Mary D’Agostino, Paulette LaParle, Mary Warlop and Karen O’Brien and 
thanked them for their wonderful years of service. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the minutes of the School 
Committee workshop on 05/16/11 as presented.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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Mr. Guida noted that the minutes of the 04/28/11 regular meeting and executive session and the 
minutes of the 05/19/11 regular and executive session would not be formally approved this 
evening due to a lack of quorum of individuals present at those meetings.  The minutes will be 
approved at the next meeting.  Mr. Guida noted that the minutes were available in unofficial 
form at the central office.   
 
Approval of Financials 
 
No financials were available this evening. 
 
Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. Tarro presented an update on the status of the High School Parking Lot project and noted 
that the scope of the work is posted on our website with pictures of the current parking lot.  He 
stated that work is to begin after the close of school with a completion date between August 15 – 
19, 2011.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that the school operating budget passed at the Town 
Financial Meeting, but noted that we are still waiting to hear whether or not we will receive state 
aid monies we are suppose to receive.  He stated it is critical that we receive the state aid and 
assured the audience that we are lobbying hard to receive the funds we are entitled to.  Mr. Guida 
emphasized that that Committee is constantly monitoring the current situation with respect to the 
pension crisis and how it will affect our community.  He noted that the Committee is paying 
close attention to what efforts are being proposed that will create a solution that will work for the 
best interest of the state. 
 
A brief update of status of the Middle School Facilities took place.  Mr. Tarro thanked Mr. Guida 
for hosting the interviews for the two firms (Symmes, Maini & McKee Associates (SMMA) and 
Kaestel Boos Associates) who submitted proposals for Professional Services – Stage II 
Construction Application.   Mr. Guida explained the process for the necessity of this bid.  Mr. 
Tarro anticipates making a recommendation at the next School Committee meeting regarding the 
award of this bid after evaluating the two bidders. 
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Old Business from School Committee  
 
Mr. Hurley summarized efforts to date regarding the feasibility of having student representatives 
on the School Committee.  He indicated he has received positive feedback from the students and 
faculty regarding this initiative.  He noted that the government teachers will select students to fill 
this position for the upcoming year. Mrs. Brody will submit a draft policy regarding this issue at 
the next School Committee meeting. 
     
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the requests for leaves of absence for Kendra Klein, 
HS, World Languages and Traci Taglione, MS, Grade 6.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the  Walk-in Refrigerator and Freezer Bid at the 
High School to Culinary Depot in an amount not to exceed $21,090.50, which was 
the lowest qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro requested that approval of Professional Services – Stage II Construction Application 
Bid be deferred until the June 23rd’ School Committee meeting. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to confirm the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the confirmation of the award of Upgrade HVAC/DTC 
Controls proposal at the High School to ENE Systems, Inc. in an amount not to 
exceed $29,975.  It was noted that the existing system is a proprietary system and 
therefore issuing a formal bid would not provide a different result.  The motion 
passed 3-0.   

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Upgrade Wireless Network Bid to Custom 
Computer in an amount not to exceed $63,028.38 which was the lowest qualified 
evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 3-0.    

 
Mr. Tarro requested that approval of the replacement of the dishwasher at the High School be 
deferred until the June 23rd School Committee meeting. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to confirmation of the renewal of the 2nd year of the Food  
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Service Management Company contract with Chartwells for FY12.  Both Mr. Tarro 
and Dr. Shea commended Chartwells for all their efforts and helpfulness.  The 
motion passed 3-0.    

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to accept the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the transfer of funds from the Capital Reserve School 
Improvement Account to the Capital Reserve Technology Account in the amount of 
$150,000.  The motion passed 3-0.   

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Following Mr. Tarro’s explanation with respect to amending School Committee Fund Balance 
Policy DBB, it was the consensus of the Committee to present the policy for final approval at the 
June 23rd School Committee meeting.   
  
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
Items suggested for future meetings included: possible participation in a financial literacy 
program, the status of the school start time initiative, new draft for Health and Wellness Policy, 
an update on the Aviance Program and an update on workshops Mrs. Brody attended at the 
Annual NSBA Conference.   
  
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
June 23rd  7:30 p.m. Summer School Report 
 
August 5th  9:00 a.m. Attorney General Open Government Summit @ RWU 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. Guida reported that he attended an Open House at a Rhode Island Mayoral Academy, 
Blackstone Valley Prep Elementary School, an innovative school that relies on achievement first. 
The Executive Director of the school communicated to Mr. Guida that he went around the state 
looking for a good model for literacy and reading.  He informed Mr. Guida that Arlene Miguel at 
Hampden Meadows was recommended to him as the best school in the state to deliver 
instruction.  He further stated that Mrs. Miguel is regarded as extremely knowledgeable  of 
programs and strategies for pedagogy. 
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Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:50 
p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 42-46-5(a)(1) and Section 42-
46-5(a)(2) specifically for: (a) two Personnel matters and (b) Collective Bargaining 
discussion with respect to NEAB, BEST and United Steelworkers.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 9:10 
p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mrs. Brody seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:10 
p.m.  The motion passed 3-0. 


