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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 05/19/11 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at 
Sowams School.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. Guida, 
Dr. Shea, Mr. Ramsden, Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Tarro.  Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller and Dr. Calise 
were absent. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. James Callahan led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated the seniors for their senior project presentations today.  He noted that 
the five presentations he judged were among the best he has ever seen.  He commended the 
entire senior project process. 
 
Dr. McIntyre announced there will be a reception for Dr. Betty Calise on Tuesday, June 7th from 
3 – 5 p.m. in the High School library and noted everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted that he has been elected as a member of the (American Association of School 
Administrators (AASA) Governing Board.  He said he will be attending their Annual Conference 
in Washington, DC this summer.  He is one of two representatives from the state of Rhode 
Island. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Mr. Guida explained that approval of the regular and executive session minutes of 04/28/11 will 
be tabled until a quorum of the actual members present at that meeting are in attendance as Dr. 
Shea was not at that meeting.  Mr. Guida noted that the unofficial minutes are available in the 
central office should anyone wish to consult them. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the School 
Committee meeting of 05/05/11 as written.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session of 05/05/11 as written.  It was noted that the minutes were sealed 
and no votes were taken.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
 
Upon review and discussion of the April financial expenditures: 
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Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 
expenditures for April in the amount of $4,450,647.80.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that our FY operating budget ($43,379,304) for FY11 which 
was approved at the last meeting will be presented for approval at the Town Financial Meeting.  
Mr. Guida indicated that no appeals to decrease or increase the budget were filed prior to the 
deadline.  As a result, very limited adjustments to the budget can be made at the Town Financial 
Meeting.  Dr. McIntyre stated that he will be meeting with the PTO presidents next Tuesday 
prior to the Town Financial Meeting.   
 
Dr. Shea shared with the Committee a suggestion from Mrs. Brody with regard to issuing a 
statement on our website regarding the budget process and how we arrived at the final budget 
figures.  It was the consensus of the Committee to have Mrs. Brody consult with central office 
administrators regarding this communication.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised by members of the audience. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
No further budget discussion was needed. 
 
Mr. Tarro noted that two proposals were received for an educational consultant to assist with 
Step II of the Application Process and through the next steps as we evaluate options with respect 
to the Middle School.  It was the consensus of the Committee that Mr. Guida would be included 
in the interview process regarding this step in the process.  Mr. Tarro will coordinate a meeting 
for these interviews to take place at Mr. Guida’s office. 
 
Mr. Guida informed the Committee that he received information today that the Senate President 
and House Speaker in the General Assembly sent a joint letter to the Board of Regents earlier in 
the week advising us we need to put a moratorium on new approvals for any state housing 
related school projects until future notice.  It was done in the context of the deficit situation 
confronting us at the state level.  Mr. Guida noted he would keep Administration and the 
Committee updated on this issue. 
 
Mrs. Coyne, Town Council Liaison, said the purchase and sales agreement for the Zion property 
is off the table.  Suggestions regarding other potential sites for the Middle School were 
discussed.   
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee. 
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New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the request for leave of absence for Maribeth 
Promades, SO, Grade 2.   The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to accept the resignation of Yijue Sun, 
HS, Chinese.  Following a brief discussion regarding the difficulties in finding a 
Chinese teacher and other options that might be available, the motion passed 3-0. 
  

Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the High School Parking Lot Bid to D’Ambra 
Construction in an amount not to exceed $656,016.64 which was the lowest qualified 
evaluated bidder.  (It should be noted that this bid includes an adjustment to delete 
fencing from the proposal that will be handled internally.)  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro noted that no bids were received for replacement of the dishwasher at the high school. 
 He stated he would solicit quotes from vendors and present it for confirmation of approval at the 
next School Committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Tarro explained that approval of repairs to the Terrazzo Floor at Primrose School was not 
necessary because the bids were below $10,000. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the High School Library Chairs to W. B. Mason 
in an amount not to exceed $13,500 which was the lowest qualified evaluated bidder. 
The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro requested to defer a motion regarding the Fund Balance Policy until the next meeting 
in order to properly advertise it.   
 
Mr. Tarro was pleased to report that we would end the year in the black.  In response to a 
question from Mr. Guida, he noted it would probably be appropriately $659,000 pending receipt 
of additional bills for the rest of the year. 
 
 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Following Mr. Guida’s summation of the rationale for the School Committee to take a public 
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position with respect to our objection to a Bill which provides for contract continuation in the 
event a contract gets held up in the negotiation process: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the resolution with regard 
to Contract Continuation and authorized Mr. Guida to sign it on behalf of the 
School Committee.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
Dr. Shea relayed two items Mrs. Brody requested be included on future agendas:  (1) a 
discussion regarding a student representative on the School Committee at the next meeting and 
(2) a report from Mrs. Brody at the June 16th meeting regarding the NSBA Conference she 
recently attended.  Following Mr. Guida’s request to reschedule the June 16th meeting, it was the 
consensus of the Committee to reschedule the June 16th meeting to June 23rd.   
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
May 25th  7:00 p.m. Town Financial Meeting @ HS 
 
June 2nd  7:30 p.m. Facilities Update @ Administration Office 
 

 Dr. McIntyre noted that, due to a previous commitment at Primrose Hill School, the June 2nd 
School Committee meeting will be held at the Administration Office.  
 
Mr. Guida noted that Mrs. Gina Raimondi, General Treasurer, would be speaking at the Rhode 
Island Association of School Committees on Saturday, May 21st from 9 to noon with respect to 
the impending pension disaster and encouraged anyone interested to attend the meeting. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:02 
p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-
5(a)(2) specifically for:  (a) two Personnel matters, and (b) collective bargaining 
with NEAB, BEST and United Steelworkers.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
8:23 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
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Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:23 
p.m.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
 


