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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 7, 2011 at 
the Administration Office..  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m.  Present were Mr. 
Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Ramsden, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise and Mr. Tarro. 
 The members of the Committee on Appropriations were also in attendance.  The members were: 
Ms. Cadigan, Mr. Sweetser, Ms. Mitchell, Ms. Narvaez and Mr. Grove.   
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Ms. Kathryn Cadigan led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to recognize the following achievements:  
 
Student Cassidy Laidlaw won the RI Science and Engineering Fair and will be going to the 
INTEL International Science and Engineering Fair in Los Angeles May 8-14. 
  
Hampden Meadows teacher, Gino Sangiuliano, entered twenty-three of his students in a 
competition for the RI Center for the Book’s 2011 Letters About Literature (LAL) project.  The 
following seven students were among the semifinalists:  Lucy McMillan, Lindsey Skadberg, 
Maddy Murphy, Julia Ducharme, David Jarret, Amanda Vesey and Andrew Mama.   
 
The Middle School Robotics Team won 1st Place at the New England Tech competition.  The 
team is under the direction of Mr. Gary Monuteaux. 
 
The Barrington High School Sunrise Show was recognized as the 2011 recipient of the New 
England Chapter – Regional Student Television Award for Excellence as being recognized as the 
best student newscast in New England.  It is sponsored by the Boston/New England Chapter of 
the National Academy of TV Arts and Sciences. 
 
Mr. Anthony Borgueta, a Middle School teacher, won a 2011 Amgen Award for Science 
Teaching Excellence (AASTE).  This honor recognizes extraordinary teachers who have 
significantly impacted their students through exemplary science teaching.   
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Hampden Meadows teacher, Carrie Clegg, last year received the Disney Northeast Regional 
Award for her work on storm drains.  This year her students researched salt marsh restoration 
and won the Disney State Award for the Disney Planet Challenge.  Disney restructured their 
award system to be state winners and a national winner, instead of regional.  In order to be 
recognized as s state winner, the project needed to score at least over an 80%.  The teacher wins 
a $1,000 award, a $50 gift card to Best Buy and a custom certificate of recognition.  Each student 
will receive a Disney prize pack that includes:  reusable lunch tote, reusable water bottle, DVD, 
CD and seeds. 
 
In addition, Mrs. Clegg was accepted into the Earth Science Leadership Academy in Houston, 
Texas for this June.  There are only twenty-eight teachers taken each year country wide.   
 
Middle School Principal, Richard Wheeler, was presented with a Distinguished Service Award 
from the New England League of Middle Schools (NELMS).   Dr. McIntyre congratulated Mr. 
Wheeler on receiving this prestigious award. 
  
Dr. McIntyre noted that a listing of recognitions will be posted on our website.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/17/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/19/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/21/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session meeting of 03/17/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0.  It was 
noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
None were available for approval this evening. 
 
Information and Proposals 
 
Members of the Committee on Appropriations (COA) were present to engage in a dialogue with 
the School Committee regarding the FY12 proposed budget.  Mrs. Cadigan, Chair of the COA,  
read aloud a memo sent to School Administration and School Committee requesting a flat line 
FY12 budget and the rationale for their request.  (This amounts to a $960,000 cut from the  
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budget proposed by the School Committee.)  The COA suggested ways to deal with their 
proposed budget cuts.  Members of the School Committee presented their opinions and concerns 
regarding the proposed budget cuts, particularly with regard to student achievement.   Mr. Tarro 
expressed the concern that any use of reserve funds would create a structural deficit, in response 
to one of the recommendations by the COA. 
  
Ms. Cindy Coyne, member of the Town Council, expressed her appreciation to the School 
Committee for their participation in the joint meeting of the local government meeting on March 
31st and thanked Mr. Scott Morpeth and Mr. Jonathan Louttit for taping the meeting.   
 
 General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Members of the audience shared comments, both pro and con, regarding the recommendations 
by the COA to cut the proposed FY12 budget. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Mr. Tarro reported on a conversation he had with an actuarial firm with regard to future pension 
costs.  He explained that since it is a pooled pension plan, the actuary would not be able to 
identify assets applicable to Barrington which would offset the future pension liability.  
Therefore, it would be difficult and could be cost prohibitive to provide the information they 
were looking for. 
  
Dr. Shea asked what our next steps were procedurally as the School Committee has already 
approved the budget submitted to the COA.  It was the consensus of the School Committee to 
study the COA’s suggested budget cuts and place this item on a future agenda within the next 
few weeks.  The School Committee asked Administration to review the budget suggested by the 
COA and come back to the next meeting with some possible alternative suggestions.  Should a 
decision be made to have conversations with respect to contracts, the School Committee would 
ask administration to address one or more of our collective bargaining units.   
 
Mr. Tarro presented an update on Facilities and noted he is presently working on specifications 
to hire an educational consultant and review the options put together by SBS.  He also noted that 
he re-examined the existing contract with SBS and it was to the scope of work already 
completed.  Dr. McIntyre noted that the feasibility study requested by the Town regarding Zion 
College should be completed by the end of the month, per a conversation he had with Mr. Peter 
DeAngelis.  This assessment will advise the Town of the pros and cons of the Zion Bible site. 
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A discussion of the Middle School Facilities was part of the facilities discussion.  Mr. Fuller 
inquired as to how we educate the community with regard to the Middle School project (either 
renovation/new structure.).  Mrs. Brody noted that two of the sessions she is participating in at 
the upcoming National School Board Annual Conference deal with community engagement.   
She stated she would be happy to report back on it.  Mr. Guida suggested that we address the 
organization of a town wide committee that would have its own public relations unit within it 
once we have received the report on the feasibility of Zion College as a possible location should 
we build a new middle school. 
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the request for a leave of 
absence for Diane Boleates, SO, Special Education.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the retirement of Linda 
Marshall, MS, Special Education Teacher Assistant.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s rationale for rejecting the Walk-In Refrigerator Bid at the High School: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to rejecting all bids for the Walk-In Refrigerator for the High 
School.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro noted that he will resubmit bids for this project. 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Following a discussion regarding the Committee supporting two resolutions: (1) binding 
arbitration and (2) the Strategic Plan developed by RIDE: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to accept the resolution supported by 
the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) with respect to the strategic 
plan known as “Transforming Rhode Island Education” and authorized Mr. Guida 
to sign it on behalf of the School Committee.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the recommendation 
supported by the Rhode Island Association of School Committees (RIASC) 
regarding binding arbitration and authorized Mr. Guida to sign it on behalf of the 
School Committee.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
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Future suggested agenda items included:  a legal workshop with Mr. Dan Kinder, an additional 
School Committee meeting prior to the April 28th meeting to revisit the budget and discuss 
possible options with the budget. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
April 28th  7:30 p.m. Budget Outreach Discussion @ Middle School 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. DeRosa suggested that perhaps a new cost analysis be considered with regard to renovations 
needed at the Middle School as construction costs have decreased since the initial cost estimate 
was done.  
 
Mr. DeRosa summarized how the COA feels their suggested budget cuts could be met:  1) not 
spending, 2) spending out of savings, or 3) taxing the taxpayers.  He noted that he and the rest of 
the COA suggest we reduce expenses by freezing salaries, not by cutting teachers out of the 
budget. 
  

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:44 
p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 42-46-5(a)(1) specifically for 
(a) two personnel matters.  The motion passed 5-0.  
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
10:20 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that the Committee had unanimously 
voted to authorize the Superintendent to begin negotiations with an identified 
candidate for the position of Assistant Superintendent.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Back in open session, Mr. Guida reported that the School Committee had met in Executive 
Session to discuss two personnel matters.  With respect to one of the matters, the School 
Committee had unanimously voted to authorize the Superintendent to begin negotiations with an 
identified candidate for the position of Assistant Superintendent.  He noted that no other votes 
had been taken. 
 
Mr. Ramsden inquired as to action taken on a letter of complaint from a parent.  Dr. McIntyre 
noted that he was aware of the letter, and had talked directly to the parent.  Dr. McIntyre stated 
that he would keep the Committee informed. 

 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
10:25 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 

 


