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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, March 17, 2011 
at the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Guida, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Brody, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Ramsden, Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Tarro.  Dr. 
Calise was absent. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mr. Joseph Hurley led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated the Barrington Middle School “MATHCOUNTS” Team that placed 
1st in the state competition at CCRI this past Saturday.  Matthew Lamontagne, an 8th grader at 
the Middle School, placed 3rd in the individual category and will be one of four students to 
represent RI in the national competition in Washington, D.C.  The BMS Team received a perfect 
score in the team competition.  Coach Dr. Saeja Kim indicated this was the first time in her 
seventeen years as coach that our team received a perfect score.    
 
Dr. McIntyre commended Kieran McGartoll, an eighth grader, who came in second at the RI 
State Spelling Bee on Saturday, March 12.   
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to note that Mark Vadnais, music teacher, has been selected to attend 
the 2011 Symposium on Music in Schools and receive the Yale Distinguished Music Educator 
Award.  He was chosen from a pool of more than 300 nominees representing forty-five states for 
his outstanding accomplishments and vision as a public school music teacher.   
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to note that senior Kelly Mannix was named the RI Girls’ High School 
Basketball Gatorade Player of the Year.   
 
Dr. McIntyre announced that High School student, Stephen Lamontagne, won $3000 on March 
14th (Pi Day) as a participant in the “Who Wants to be a Mathematician” competition held at 
Providence College.  This event was sponsored by the American Mathematical Society, a math 
organization in Providence.  Stephen placed first against seven of the top math students in the 
state.  Stephen was one of ten students in the country to compete in the national “Who Wants to 
be a Mathematician” competition in New Orleans in January.  He won $500 at that competition 
and $500 for the High School math department.     
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that he received calls this week from two special education 
parents commending the dedication and support of the special education programs and teachers 
who have helped their children overcome challenges they have been faced with. 
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Approval of Minutes 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/03/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session of 03/03/11 as presented.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the February financial expenditures: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 
expenditures for February in the amount of $3,214,695.63.  The motion passed 5-0.  

 
Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. McIntrye presented an overview of student achievement via the District’s Annual Report.  A 
power point presentation was used as the basis of the presentation.  Mr. Guida noted that Dr. 
Calise was unable to attend tonight’s meeting and noted that she will present data she collected 
relative to testing results in this report at a later meeting.  Much discussion took place with 
comments and questions from the School Committee and audience regarding various aspects of 
the presentation.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted that the budget process is moving along.  He indicated that the Committee on 
Appropriations (COA) has not yet indicated what their recommendation will be.  He stated that 
the COA will attend the April 7th School Committee meeting to discuss the budget.  He indicated 
administration is being proactive in seeking alternatives to address the larger than anticipated 
increase in health care insurance.  Mr. Tarro noted that no decision regarding the funding level 
for the capital technology budget has been made by the COA.  There was also some discussion 
regarding pensions and what steps could be taken to deal with this issue of concern.  
 
Mr. Guida thanked Cindy Coyne, liaison from the Town Council, for being at the meeting.  
 
 
Discussion focused on the Middle School facility.  Dr. McIntyre noted that the Committee will 
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conduct a site visit on Saturday, March 19th at 9 a.m. at the new East Greenwich Middle School 
(Archie R. Cole Middle School) as a first step in reviewing options available to us. 
 
Mr. Tarro briefly updated the Committee on the status of the High School Parking Lot project 
noting that the target date for the bid award is mid-May. 
 
There was no Old Business from School Committee.  
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
There was no personnel action this evening. 
 
Following Mr. Tarro’s explanation regarding the necessity to hire a structural engineer to assess 
all our buildings due to heavy snow accumulation: 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden  seconded to approve the payment for emergency 
services to Odeh Engineers, Inc. in the amount of $10,840.78.  The motion passed 5-
0. 

 
Mr. Guida commended Mr. Tarro for his efforts in reducing the initial cost of these services 
which was considerably higher. 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented an overview of the positive Final Monitoring Report for English 
Language Learned (ELL) conducted by the RI Department of Education.  Dr. McIntyre noted 
there were no findings, no violations and some recommendations dealing with parent 
notifications.  
 
Dr. McIntyre provided the Committee with a listing of the individuals serving on the Nayatt 
Principal Search Team.  Dr. McIntyre said the Search Team would meet to discuss the process 
they will follow.  He noted that to date twenty-three applications have been received.  Mr. Guida 
requested that the School Committee be provided with a minimum of three applicants for final 
interviews. 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
Some topics for future meetings included discussion regarding various resolutions:  one to 
support what the state is doing with regard to Race to the Top and a resolution Timothy Duffy 
suggested relating to collective bargaining.  Other topics included a presentation by Dr. Calise 
addressing data findings with respect to the District Report, a possible TIENET demonstration 
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and strategies being implemented to close the gaps.  Dr. McIntyre provided the Committee with 
a copy of the latest RI Model Teacher Evaluation which shows a gradual implementation of the 
new teacher evaluation model. 
  
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
March 19th  9:00 a.m. Site Visit to East Greenwich Middle School 
 
March 21st  5:00 p.m. Strategic Plan Workshop 
 
April 7th  7:30 p.m. Joint Meeting with Committee on Appropriations @ NA 
 
Dr. McIntyre suggested the Committee meet with Mr. Daniel Kinder for a negotiations workshop 
to which the Committee agreed. 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted he would provide the Committee with the status of the Zion property 
assessment as he receives information in response to a question from Mr. Fuller. 
 
Mr. Tarro stated he would research if an actuarial calculation for pensions would be available to 
us due to concern of rising pension costs. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:50 
p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Section 42-46-5(a)(1) specifically for: 
(a) one Personnel matter. 
 
Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
9:02 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 
passed 5-0-. 

 
Back in open session, Dr. McIntyre reported that the Board of the East Bay Educational 
Collaborative had given notice to the Executive Director.  He noted that he would keep the 
Committee informed of further developments. 
 

Dr. Shea moved and Mr. Ramsden seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:07 
p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 

 


