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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 15, 2010 at 
Nayatt School.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were Mr. 
Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. McIntyre.   Mr. 
Guida arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Katie Miller led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to recognize Carrie Clegg, Grade 4 teacher at Hampden Meadows 
School, who was honored at a ceremony for being selected as a 2010 recipient of the Amgen 
Award for Science Teaching Excellence (AASTE).  The honor recognizes extraordinary teachers 
who have significantly impacted their students through exemplary science teaching.  She and her 
class recently were recognized as regional winners of the Plant Disney Challenge. 
  
Dr. McIntyre commended all the volunteers who were recognized at the annual volunteer 
luncheon held earlier today.  He stated that the district would not be the quality district we are 
without the support of the volunteers. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/25/10 as written.  The motion passed 3-0.  Dr. 
Flanagan abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 04/01/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 
Session School Committee meeting of 03/25/10 as written.  The motion passed 3-0.  
Dr. Flanagan abstained as he was not present at that meeting.   It was noted that no 
votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 
  
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the minutes of the Executive 
Session School Committee meeting of 04/01/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.   
It was noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the February and March financial reports: 
 

 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 2 
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 04/15/10 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the expenditures for 
February in the amount of $2,898,890.13.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the expenditures for March in 
the amount of $3,396,855.58.  The motion passed 4-0.   
 

Information and Proposals 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to take the agenda out of order to allow Mrs. Katie Miller 
to present an update on Technology, Goal #4 of the  District’s  Strategic Plan.  The focus of her 
presentation centered on the following objectives of Goal #4:  1) Ensure that all facets of 
instructional and administrative technology are systemically addressed and supported; 2) 
Continually examine emerging technologies as a means to provide cost-effective solutions to 
network and system support; 3) Promote the effective utilization of technology through 
participation in district-wide initiatives such as establishing Professional Learning Communities, 
selecting resources in support of curriculum and increasing engagement of parents and 
community and 4) Embed effective technology in all professional development initiatives.  Much 
discussion and suggestions took place regarding various aspects of her presentation. 
 
Dr. McIntyre briefly summarized the status of the FY11 proposed budget to date and noted that 
he and Mr. Tarro met with the Committee on Appropriations (COA).  The focus of their 
conversation was on the use of surplus funds to support the FY11 proposed budget.  Dr. 
McIntyre and Mr. Tarro explained their rationale for not agreeing with this recommendation 
from the COA.  In particular, Mr. Tarro noted that the budget presented by the COA has no 
dollar amount appropriated for the technology capital budget.  Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Tarro 
indicated their recommendation would be to use money from the undesignated fund balance to 
support the capital fund technology budget but not to support the ongoing operating budget.  It 
was the consensus of the Committee to meet with the COA on April 29th to discuss the best way 
to approach the budget issue.   
 
 General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Questions were asked by the audience regarding various aspects of the budget and the status of a 
state funding formula. 
 
There was no Old Business from Superintendent and Staff. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Oberg presented the Fundraising School Committee policy for a 2nd reading.  Following a 
discussion which included suggested changes to the policy, Mrs. Oberg stated she would present  
 
the policy as revised this evening at the next School Committee meeting.  Dr. Shea noted that the 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 3 
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 04/15/10 
Allergy Policy and Health and Wellness Policy might need to be revisited in view of the 
proposed Fundraising Policy. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the appointments of Michaela Kenwood, Assistant 
Coach Boys Outdoor Track and Field and Jaclyn Roche, Sailing Club Advisor.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve with great regret the 
recommendation of the Superintendent with respect to the retirements of Carol 
Blaeser, NA, Grade 3; and Violet Marsella, HS, Special Education.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to rescinding the request for a leave of absence for 
Patricia Ridlon, SO, reading specialist.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the Request for Use of School Facilities by Kaplan 
Tutoring Services.  Following a question for clarification, the motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to defer approval of the Student Transportation Bid until 
a later meeting as recommended by Mr. Tarro. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Architect Services Bid to Brewster Thornton 
Group Architects in an amount not to exceed $22,625.00, which was the lowest 
qualified evaluated bid.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Student Information System Bid to X2 
Development Corporation in an amount not to exceed $41,366 for implementation 
and conversion costs and $38,870 for the annual ongoing subscription fee, which 
was the lowest qualified evaluated bid. Following some questions for clarification, 
the motion passed 5-0. 

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
No action was taken on the request for a donation from the American Legion Boys State 
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Program as the individual representing the organization was not in attendance.    
 
The Committee felt there was no need for a written response to press coverage that focused on  
suggestions from the BRING group.  Members of the Committee noted they had met with 
members of the group and that the issues in the press coverage were not the issues the group 
wishes to discuss with the Committee. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to defer a discussion whether or not to endorse proposals 
regarding binding arbitration and contract continuation proposals until a later meeting.  Members 
of the Committee expressed concern regarding a proposal to transfer the negotiation of teacher 
contracts to Town Councils and stated this topic should be placed on the next School Committee 
agenda. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Topics 
 
Mr. Hasenfus will circulate material to the Committee from the NSBA Annual Meeting he 
recently attended so that Committee members can request what information they are particularly 
interested in him reporting on at a future meeting. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
April 29th  7:30 p.m. Tentative Date for Joint Meeting with COA 
 
May 6th  7:30 p.m. @ SO District Assessments/Interventions – Goal #2 
     Curriculum Update – Goal #2 
     Interact Club/Community Service Club Update  
 
May 8th    Annual RIASC Meeting 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
It was noted that the result of negotiations with the teachers will be made public within the next 
week in response to a question raised by Mr. Nicholas DeRosa, a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, regarding this issue. 
 
Mrs. Heather Lambert, clarified her role as a member of the BRING group expressed her interest 
in the district considering her suggestions especially with regard to curriculum access and 
student profiles.  Comments were made from some Committee members that Mrs. Lambert has 
made  
 
some constructive suggestions and that we are always willing to make improvements to our 
school district.   It was noted that Dr. Calise and Mr. Hurley are presently working with Mrs. 
Lambert regarding some of her suggestions. 
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Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
10:05 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-
46-5(a)(2) for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation, specifically for 
NEAB Contract Negotiations.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
10:45 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that the School Committee had 
unanimously approved a Memorandum of Agreement between the School 
Committee and NEA Barrington.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 10:46 p.m. 


