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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 01/21/10 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 21, 2010 
at the Administration Office.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present 
were Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise and Mr. Tarro. 
Mr. Guida was absent.   
 
Kari Banas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre asked Mr. Hurley to introduce special guests from the high school and to highlight 
their achievements.  First, Mr. Hurley recognized David Ran Tong, a senior, who has been 
named a semifinalist in the 19th annual Intel Science Talent Search for outstanding work in the 
field of science.  He noted that David will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship and $1,000 will be 
provided to the high school to be designated to further support excellence in science.  David 
summarized his work entitled “A Novel Cell Culture Model for Liver Cancer Research:  
Implication of Viral Factors in Carcinogenesis”.   Mrs. Diana Siliezar-Shields was recognized as 
an Intel Science Talent Search 2010 Teacher of Merit.  David was commended by the School 
Committee and administrators for his outstanding work. 
 
Mr. Hurley recognized Michael Read, who was awarded the 2009-10 Gatorade Rhode Island 
Football Player of the Year award and Abigail Jones, who was awarded the 2009-10 Gatorade 
Rhode Island Girls Cross Country Runner of the Year.  He noted that these awards recognize not 
only outstanding athletic excellence, but also high standards of academic achievement and 
exemplary character demonstrated on and off the field.  Mr. Hurley highlighted some of their 
other achievements.  Both athletes were applauded for their outstanding achievements. 
  
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the School 
Committee meeting of 01/07/10 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the special 
School Committee meeting of 01/19/10.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
None were available for approval this evening. 
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Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted that the process for budget this year is moving forward; however, due to a 
number of uncertainties, mostly at the state level, administration would ask that they be given a 
couple more weeks to get some numbers together .  He summarized budget information 
discussed at the last School Committee noting again that we like to maintain level services.  
Following questions from the School Committee and members of the audience, it was the 
consensus of the Committee that the budget will be presented at the February 11th meeting.   
Another meeting was tentatively scheduled for February 23rd to allow ample input from both the 
Committee and public regarding the budget.  Information regarding the budget schedule changes 
and an explanation as to why it is necessary will be posted on our website.   Ms. Kathy Cadigan 
from the Committee on Appropriations (COA) was in attendance and asked questions about the 
budget for clarification and also the timeline regarding when the COA would receive the budget 
document.  
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Mr. Tarro updated the Committee on the status of the LCD-TV Bid approved at the last School 
Committee meeting noting that the original award of $765 per unit has been reduced to $679 per 
unit, which results in a savings of $4300 for the entire purchase. 
 
Mr. Tarro presented an update on the Pre-K program as requested at a previous meeting focusing 
on the number of students in the program and the percentage of students in the lottery who were 
actually admitted into the program.  He noted that the first year all forty-six applicants were 
accepted into the program and there were forty-six applicants the following year with seventeen 
positions available. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mr. Hasenfus read aloud for a first reading the Fundraising Policy.  Discussion took place 
regarding the policy and suggested changes to the policy will be presented to the Committee at a 
later meeting for further discussion. 
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New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the requests for leaves of 
absence for Ellen Lesiuk, HM, Special Education and Karen Watson, MS, Social 
Studies.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro requested that approval of the Electronic Time Clock System Bid be deferred to the 
next School Committee meeting. 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Dr. Flanagan inquired about feasibility of creating awareness of Special Olympics for younger 
children in the district to be involved in this service program.     
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
It was suggested that the Special Education Olympics discussion be included at the School 
Committee meeting focusing on a special education update. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
January 28th 7:30 p.m. @ HM Personnel Budget 
    Community Engagement – Goal #1 
 
Mr. Hasenfus noted that the quarterly Rhode Island Association of School Committee Chair 
meeting will be held on Saturday, January 23rd.  He stated he asked Dr. Shea to go in his absence 
and informed the other members of the School Committee they were also welcome to attend the 
meeting. 
  
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented an update on the status of a state aid funding formula noting that it is a 
primary focus issue; however; nothing conclusive has been developed to date in response to a 
question from a member of the audience.  
 
It was suggested that the February 25th School Committee meeting be scheduled at the 
Administration Office instead of Nayatt School. 
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 


