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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 01/07/10 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, January 7, 2010 
at the Administration Office.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.   Present 
were Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and 
Dr. McIntyre.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Kari Banas led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to announce that Diana Chin, a senior at the High School, is a 2009 state 
winner of the Siemens Awards for Advanced Placement and will receive a $2,000 scholarship 
from Siemens Foundation.  She was selected based on her exceptional performance in the AP 
math and science. He noted the winners will be listed in a full-page advertisement in USA Today 
and on the Siemens Foundation website in late February.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the School 
Committee meeting of 12/17/09 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.  Dr. Flanagan 
abstained as he was not present at that meeting. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
None were available for approval this evening. 
 
Information and Proposals 

Dr. McIntyre explained that tonight’s meeting was the beginning of the budget process.  He 
noted that due to so many uncertainties (possible further reductions in state aid, unavailable 
medical rate increases at this time and the cost of the new transportation contract to mention a 
few) in the budget, the principals would not present this evening, but would be available to 
answer any questions the Committee might have.  Dr. McIntyre emphasized that the goal of the 
FY11 budget is to “maintain class sizes”.  Mr. Tarro addressed the current fiscal year particularly 
as it relates to reductions in state aid and pension reform savings.  The Committee requested the 
community be provided with a simple document depicting where we stand at this point with the 
budget and how we got there.  Mr. Tarro indicated a budget should be available to the 
Committee on Appropriations by mid/late February.  Much discussion took place regarding 
various aspects of the budget and the budget process.  The next steps in the process were 
outlined and it was noted that at the next School Committee meeting (January 21st) the School 
Committee and public would be offered the opportunity to provide budget input.     
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Dr. Betty Calise presented an update on Effective Programs which is Goal #2 of the Strategic 
Plan.  She focused on objectives being worked, accomplishments to date and the future direction 
of the initiatives.  A power point presentation was used as the basis of her update.  Questions 
were asked by the Committee to clarify various aspects of her update. 
  
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience inquired about the status of a state aid funding formula and offered to 
help in any way.  Mr. Guida noted that the Commissioner is urging the General Assembly to 
come up with an equitable formula, but stated that the “hold harmless clause” would make 
negotiating a formula difficult.  
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted that the second round of school-based H1N1vaccination clinics has been set 
for 4 – 8 p.m. at the various schools as follows: 
 

Primrose Hill – January 12th 
Sowams – January 20th 
Nayatt - January 25th 
Hampden Meadows - January 27th 

  
Dr. McIntyre noted that the clinic is for children who were younger than ten years old when they 
received the first shot.  He stated parents don’t have to sign new consent form if their children 
have already received the first shot; however, a consent form must be submitted for students who 
missed the first clinic.  An H1N1 flu clinic for any adult wishing to receive the shot will be 
available on Tuesday, February 9th at the High School from 4 – 8 p.m.  
 
Following a lengthy discussion regarding whether or not the district should participate in the 
Rhode Island Race to the Top Application: 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded that, based on information presently 
available, the Barrington School Committee agrees to endorse, for purposes of 
“participation”, the Rhode Island Race to the Top initiative and that we authorize 
the Superintendent and Chair to execute the application and any other documents 
necessary to move that application forward.   The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Dr. McIntyre noted that as part of Race to the Top we will be applying for some discretionary 
grant money that will hopefully help TIENET. 
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Old Business from School Committee 
 
No School Committee policies were presented for review.  However, Mrs. Oberg urged that a  
draft Fundraising Policy be made available for review. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the request for approval of the resignation of Nancy 
Kjellman, Teacher Assistant, High School.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of the LCD-TV Bid: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the LCD-TV’s to Custom Computer Specialists 
for a unit price not to exceed $765.95, which was the lowest, qualified evaluated 
bidder.  Following some questions for clarification, the motion passed 5-0.    

 
Mr. Tarro noted that he provided the Committee with electronic copies of the FY09 Audit Report 
for informational purposes.  He noted that no formal vote was necessary. Mrs. Oberg commented 
that it was a spotless report.   

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Oberg commended Mr. Tarro for the outstanding job he does in all aspects of his work. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Items 
 
It was determined that the School Committee’s Self-Evaluation meeting has been scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 19th at 7:30 p.m. at the administration building. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
January 19th  7:30 p.m. School Committee Self-Evaluation 
 
January 21st  7:30 p.m. Budget Input (School Committee & Public) 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 


