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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 12/17/09 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, December 17, 
2009 at Barrington Middle School.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  
Present were Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Mr. Tarro, Dr. Calise and Dr. 
McIntyre.   Dr. Flanagan was absent. 
 
High School student, Bryan Quinlan led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Dr. McIntyre expressed his sadness in the passing of former student, Lillian Chason, a 2009 
graduate from the H1N1 virus.  He indicated condolences would be passed on to her family on 
behalf of administration and the School Committee.   
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to note that Jennifer Theroux has been invited to join other Milken 
Award and RI Teacher of Year winners to serve on the Commissioner’s Distinguished Educators 
Cabinet and will be involved in the Race to the Top initiative and also help advise the 
Commissioner on her agenda in reforming education in the State of Rhode Island. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to announce that the high school football team won the Rhode Island 
Division I State Championship. 
 
Dr. McIntyre recognized and congratulated the High School concert choir and jazz ensemble for 
their performances this past week.   
 
 Approval of Minutes 

 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 12/03/09 as written.  The motion passed 3-0.   Mrs. 
Oberg abstained as she was not present at that meeting. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the November financial expenditures: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adopt and approve the monthly 
expenditures for November in the amount of $3,109,521.73.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. Tarro presented an update on the status of the Facilities Committee noting that Strategic 
Building Solutions has furnished a proposal indicating that a more comprehensive report relative 
to the Middle School and other schools in the district would cost $6,000.  He explained that in 
researching plans for the Middle School we also have to take into consideration what impact it  
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will have on the other schools.  He outlined the next steps in the process and noted that a report 
from the Facilities Committee would be presented to the School Committee by mid-February. 
 
Dr. Calise updated the Committee on Professional Development Activities, which is Goal #2 of 
the Strategic Plan.  A power point presentation was used as the basis of her update.  Her 
presentation focused on where the district is now and the future direction of this initiative.  Mr. 
Wheeler summarized some of the positive professional development activities going on at the 
Middle School.  Discussion took place with questions from the Committee regarding various 
aspects of her update. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
There was no Old Business from Superintendent and Staff and Old Business from School 
Committee. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
There was no personnel action. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the request for home schooling for Alexander Stein 
(gr. 10), Markus Stein (gr. 8), and Tara Stein (gr. 5).  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Discussion took place regarding suggested proposals to regionalize school districts within the 
state.  Dr. McIntyre provided the Committee with two studies dealing with this issue.  It was the 
general consensus of the group that although this might be beneficial to some districts in the 
state, it would not be beneficial to our district and that it is important to educate the community 
on the ramifications of doing this in our district.  It was also the consensus of the group to inform 
the community of all our cost saving collaborative efforts.  Mr. Tarro provided the Committee 
with a listing of collaborative initiatives in our district and noted that he would place it on our 
website.   
 
Discussion Future Agenda Topics 
 
Dr. McIntyre provided the Committee with Rhode Island Race to the Top application 
information.  Much discussion took place regarding whether or not our district should participate 
in this program.  Dr. McIntyre noted some of the pros and cons of participating in this program.  
Dr. McIntyre noted he would meet with administrators next week for their input regarding this 
program and communicate the sense of the group to the Chair.  Should the Committee wish to  
 
discuss this issue further a special School Committee meeting would be scheduled for Tuesday, 
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January 5th for a final decision prior to the January 8th deadline to notify the Commissioner if we 
want to be involved. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
January 5th   7:30 p.m. Possible Special School Committee Meeting 
     Re:  RI Race to the Top Application 
 
Dr. McIntyre mentioned that he suspects there will be much discussion regarding the Governor’s 
proposed supplemental budget and the impact it will have on the various districts.  He noted he 
would keep the Committee informed as he receives information about this issue. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience urged the Committee to inform the public as to the rationale for not  
applying to the RI Race to the Top program if that is the decision of the Committee.  Mr. Guida 
noted no further developments have occurred regarding a state aid funding formula in response 
to a question from a member of the audience.   
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.     


