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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, August 7, 2008 at 
the Barrington Middle School.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. McIntyre.  Mr. Hasenfus 
arrived at 7:38 p.m.  Mrs. Eddins was absent. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
None were available this evening. 
 
 Approval of Minutes 
 
Official approval of the minutes will be done at the next School Committee meeting. 
 
Approval of Financials 
 
None were available this evening. 
    
Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. David Baum, Chair of the Committee for Renewable Energy for Barrington, read a report to 
the School Committee regarding the process and status of the Wind Turbine Project.  Mr. Baum 
was pleased to report that the IRS interest-free loan will still be applicable should officials 
decide to move the turbine site from the High School to Legion Way.  Included in his report 
were initial findings from the Health and Safety Subcommittee regarding concerns that have 
been raised by the community.  Mr. Baum noted that a final report will be submitted by the 
Health and Safety Subcommittee by mid-August and it will then be reviewed by the Committee 
for Renewable Energy for Barrington and the findings forwarded to the School Committee.  
Many questions were asked by the School Committee and members of the audience regarding 
various aspects of this project.  Mr. Guida emphasized that the health and safety of the students 
is the School Committee’s number one concern.  Mr. Guida noted that at this time the School 
Committee will not formally vote to reverse its conditional approval for the construction of the 
wind turbine at the high school until more information is received.  He stated that this would 
allow the process to continue.  Following the presentation, Mr. Guida thanked Mr. Baum for his 
informative report and expressed his appreciation to the audience for their interest. 
  
The School Committee was prepared to endorse the revised Mission Statement and Strategic 
Plan provided to them. 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the Mission 
Statement as amended this evening.  The motion passed 4-0. 
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adopt the Barrington Public 
Schools 2008-2011 Strategic Plan as amended this evening.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Mr. Guida extended his thanks to the entire Strategic Planning Committee and requested that 
Administration plan a reception in the fall to honor and thank the committee.   Mr. Guida also 
requested that the information regarding the Strategic Plan be provided to the Barrington Times 
and also placed on our website. 
 
There was no General Public Discussion and Information, Old Business from 
Superintendent and Staff and Old Business from the School Committee. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with respect to the award of the Third Party Administration Services 
Contract for 403b and 457 plans to Gatekeeper Administration and Consulting, 
LLC. which was a collaborative bid issued by the Rhode Island Association of 
School Business Officials and was the lowest evaluated bidder.  Following some 
questions for clarification, the motion passed 4-0. 

 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with respect to renewal of the Food Services Contract to Chartwells.  Mr. 
Tarro noted that he is not recommending that we increase our prices this fall, but 
that this issue could be revisited later in the year if necessary.  The motion passed 4-
0. 

 
Mr. Tarro summarized the status of the Facilities Assessment Bid noting that he will be making a 
recommendation to award the bid to one of two companies at the next School Committee 
meeting. 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Mr. Guida led a discussion regarding Rhode Island Graduation by Proficiency Requirements and 
noted that the Board of Regents will be adopting an updated version in mid-September. 
 
It was noted that the revised Special Education Regulations are being addressed in response to a 
question from Mr. Guida.  
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General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
August 21  8:00 a.m. New Teacher Orientation 
 
August 26  8:00 a.m. Opening Day for Staff 
 
August 28  7:30 p.m. Business Meeting 
     Agenda Topics for 2008 – 2009 
 
September 2    1st Day School for Students 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief update on the status of the Middle School Assistant Principal 
search noting that approximately forty applications have been received and that interviews will 
be taking place on August 18 & 19 for the semi-finalists. 
 
There was no General Public Discussion and Information.  
 
A lengthy discussion took place regarding the process that should be followed when the 
Committee receives a concern related to the job performance of personnel employed by our 
district.  It was suggested that perhaps the topic of current practices or a policy relating to this 
issue be an agenda topic during the 2008 – 2009 school year.   It was determined that no 
Executive Session was necessary this evening. 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
9:08 p.m.  The motion passed 4-0. 


