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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, June 4, 2009 at 
the Administration Office.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Dr. Flanagan,  Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. McIntyre.  Mrs. 
Oberg was absent. 
 
Mrs. Judianne Point led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated all the students who participated in the Senior Project and stated how 
impressed he was with the quality of their presentations.   
 
Dr. McIntyre turned the meeting over to Mrs. Judianne Point, Co-Senior Project Coordinator, 
who presented a brief overview of the components of an honors senior project.  She introduced 
Sidney Griffin, the only senior who pursued an honors senior project.  Sidney Griffin presented 
an overview of his senior project entitled “The Importance of Alternative Energy”.  Questions 
regarding his presentation were asked by members of the Committee.  Sidney was commended 
for his excellent presentation.   
 
Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Hasenfus commended all the students from Hampden Meadows School 
who participated in the Annual Music Concert held at the High School Wednesday evening. 
 
 Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the special 
School Committee meeting of 05/14/09 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 05/21/09 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
No financials were available this evening. 
    
Information and Proposals 
 
The facilitators for the five Strategic Plan goals presented updates on the status of their specific 
goals.  The presenters were:  Goal #1:  Expand community involvement and engagement to 
support the excellence of the Barrington Public Schools by Mr. Joseph Hurley and Mr. Michael 
Messore; Goal #2:  Employ effective programs that meet the needs of diverse learners by Dr. 
Betty Calise; Goal #3:  Provide a school environment and programs that involve all students in 
their physical, social and emotional development by Mrs. Susan Healy-Mills; Goal #4:  Provide  
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up to date facilities and technology to support our future needs by Mr. Ronald Tarro; and Goal 
#5:  Strengthen efforts to ensure fair and adequate funding to fulfill the mission of the Barrington 
Public Schools by Dr. Robert McIntyre.  Questions and input were made by members of the 
Committee regarding various aspects of their presentations. 
  
Mr. Guida stressed the importance of our district attending any hearings regarding the 
developing of a state aid funding formula.  He stated the formula needs to guarantee a minimum 
amount for every student whether special education or regular education.   
      
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Mr. Tarro distributed copies of the revised budget as approved at the Town Financial Meeting 
which includes no raises for administrators.  Dr. McIntyre noted this budget reflects our district 
receiving $2.6 million in state aid and, should state aid be reduced, adjustments will have to be 
made to this budget. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus shared a letter he drafted thanking the community for their support of the school 
budget which he suggested be sent to the Barrington Times.  It was the consensus of the 
Committee to table a discussion regarding the letter until the end of the meeting. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to table a discussion of School Committee policies as 
Mrs. Oberg was not in attendance. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Sarah Bhuta, 
HS, Science.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the retirement of Colleen Freund, HS, Art.  The 
motion passed 4-0. 
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Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with respect to the award of the Hampden Meadows Interior Fire Door  
Bid to Tower Construction in an amount not to exceed $69,300 which was the lowest 
qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the High School Gymnasium Sound System Bid 
to JM Communications in an amount not to exceed $5,900 which was the lowest 
qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to confirmation of the East Bay Educational Collaborative 
Heating Oil Bid to Buckley Energy Group, Ltd. Of Bridgeport, Connecticut for a 
fixed price of $2.0329 per gallon, which was the lowest qualified evaluated bidder.  
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the recommendation of Dr. 
McIntyre with respect to the Request for Use of School Facilities from RI Ocean 
Tides, the motion passed 4-0. 

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Following some discussion regarding a visit to our district by the new Commissioner of 
Education, Mr. Guida noted that he would coordinate a time for the new Commissioner to attend 
one of our School Committee meetings, perhaps when we discuss the recently revised Basic 
Education Plan (BEP). 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
June 18th   School Volunteers 

Summer School 
Breathalyser 
Bay Team Presentation 
Common Planning Time 

 
Mr. Guida and Dr. Calise noted some of the substantive changes to the BEP. 
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General Public Discussion and Information  
 
A member of the audience asked for clarification regarding the budget provided by Mr. Taro this 
evening and also what steps would be taken to engage the community, should cuts in the budget 
become necessary due to a reduction in state aid. 
 
Discussion Future Agenda Topics 
 
None were discussed at this time. 
 
Suggested changes to the draft letter proposed by Mr. Hasenfus were made thanking the 
community for their support of the 2010 budget which included informing the community of the 
Committee’s continued effort for the development of a fair and equitable state funding formula 
and to seek economies through collaborative purchasing, etc.  
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m. 


