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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 23, 2009 at 
Hampden Meadows School.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. 
McIntyre.    
 
Ms. Teresa Sarli led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to report that the Boys’ and Girls’ Swim teams and the Boys’ Hockey 
team were awarded the Rhode Island Interscholastic League Sportsmanship Award for the past 
season.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 04/02/09 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 04/02/09 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0.   It was noted that no votes were taken and the minutes were sealed. 
  
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the special 
School Committee meeting of 04/09/09 as written.  The motion passed 5-0.    

 
Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the January and February financial reports: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the expenditures for 
January in the amount of $3,317,407.56 
 
 Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the expenditures for 
February in the amount of $2,965,272.80.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 

Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. Calise presented an update of the status of the Social Studies curriculum noting that it is not 
completed. She focused on where the district is in the process and the future plans continuing on 
to 2012. She stated that the four phases of updating curricula include 1) study/research; 2) 
curriculum committee who update and fine tune the existing curricula; 3) implementation; and 4)  
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evaluation. Handouts were  distributed and used as the basis of her presentation.  Questions were 
asked by members of the School Committee regarding various aspects of her presentation.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience requested that handouts regarding presentations be distributed to 
members of the audience to assist them in giving input regarding various issues presented. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  
 
Dr. McIntyre presented an update on the status of the Primrose Hill principal search noting that 
twenty-two applications were received and the Search Committee is in the process of 
interviewing eight semi-finalists.  Interviews will be completed by the end of next week and 
finalists will then be selected for second interviews. 
 
Dr. McIntyre and Mr. Tarro presented an update on the status of the budget noting that the 
Committee on Appropriations has requested a $900,000 reduction in the school budget and noted 
the impact it will have on the district.  Much discussion took place regarding next steps in 
dealing with this budget reduction request.  Also, Mr. Tarro explained that the State’s 
Supplemental Budget may result in our district having a deficit for the FY09 school year.  
Following much discussion, it was the consensus of the School Committee to accept the 
invitation of the COA and hold a joint meeting with the Committee on Appropriations next 
Thursday, April 30th at 7:30 p.m. in the School Committee room to further discuss the budget 
and allow the School Committee and COA to present their rationale for their proposed budgets 
and possibly come to a budget agreeable to both groups.  Administrators, School Committee 
members and members of the audience emphasized the need to make as much information as 
possible available to the public to help them in making an informed decision regarding the 
budget.  Mr. Hasenfus shared a letter he wanted to send to the Barrington Times urging the 
community to contact School Committee members or the Superintendent with any and all 
questions they might have regarding the budget. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
A discussion regarding School Committee policies took place. 
 
Dr. Flanagan distributed a draft Survey Policy to the Committee.  Mrs. Oberg noted it would be 
taken under advisement and presented for a first reading at the next School Committee meeting. 
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Following two School Committee policies being presented for second readings: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the Fund Balance Policy as 
presented subject to coding and legal reference being added.  The motion passed 5-
0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Shea seconded to approve the Food Allergies Policy as 
presented subject to coding and legal reference being added.  The motion passed 5-
0. 

 
Mr. Guida informed the Committee that they possibly may be revisiting the bullying policies 
shortly due to concerns raised by the State to the Board of Regents regarding proper 
incorporation of the policies throughout the state. 
  
It was the consensus of the Committee to reserve May 14th as a possible additional School 
Committee meeting depending on what transpires at the Budget Hearing on May 13th. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the appointments of Jennifer Mills, Assistant Coach 
Girls Lacrosse and Matthew Muhlenkamp, Sailing Advisor.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the retirements of the following individuals: 
 
Sally Lockhart, Social Worker 
Susan Nagle, HS, Business 
Cheryl Toolan, MS, Clerk 
 
The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Jennifer Ruhle, Dance Team 
Coach.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Tabletop Litho Press Bid to Conrad Machine 
Company in an amount not to exceed $4,491 which was the lowest qualified 
evaluated bid.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Interactive Whiteboards Bid to Unicom, 
Lincoln, RI for a unit price with USB cable of $1,089.32 and the total amount not to 
exceed $16,724 (which includes one wireless connection, installation, and setup) and 
was the lowest qualified evaluated bid.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
It was noted that funding for both bids was made possible by the Barrington Educational 
Foundation. 
 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Dr. Flanagan distributed a letter he wrote regarding the budget issue which included the impact 
of the budget on the schools, the value of homes due to the school system, and the Committee’s 
sensitivity to home owners particularly during these difficult economic times.  
 
Discussion Future Agenda Topics 
 
None were discussed. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
A member of the audience requested an update on the capital budget and urged the Committee to 
inform the public of the structural needs of the school. 
 
April 30th 7:30 p.m. Joint Meeting with Committee on Appropriations Re:  Budget 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 


