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A special meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 9, 2009 at 
the Administration Office.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. 
McIntyre.    
 
Ms. Kari Banas led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Budget Outreach Discussion 
 
Discussion centered on a draft letter written by Mr. Hasenfus which explains the School 
Committee’s rationale for the proposed FY 10 school budget.  The letter provides the community 
with information regarding the budget to help them understand how the Committee arrived at the 
proposed budget.  Mrs. Oberg commended Mr. Hasenfus for the letter which was succinct, 
concrete and provided information the Committee wants the community to understand.  
Committee members provided input and revisions were made to the letter.  Following much 
discussion, it was the consensus of the Committee to forward the revised letter, when finalized, 
to the Barrington Times and that the letter also be placed on the district’s website.  There was 
also discussion regarding other ways this information could be disseminated to the public.  Mr. 
Tarro will also include some charts providing per pupil expenditures and student performance 
information which should be amended to the letter and made available at the Town Budget 
Hearing and Town Financial Meeting.    
 
Mr. Tarro reported that the approved state FY09 supplemental budget could result in the district 
having a deficit for FY09 should we not receive approval from the federal government to use 
some IDEA funds.  Dr. McIntyre emphasized that any potential deficit is not the result of 
mismanagement on our part.  Mr. Tarro also noted that changes in the supplemental budget 
eliminated us from making pension contributions for certified teachers effective April 1st.   He 
stated that he has some additional questions he is unable to discuss this evening until he receives 
some answers from the state. 
 
Following Dr. McIntyre’s explanation regarding a motion to unseal the Executive Session 
Minutes of February 26, 2009: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to unseal the Executive Session 
minutes of February 26, 2009 for the specific and limited purpose of providing them 
to the Attorney General’s Office for in camera review.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Members of the audience expressed their concerns regarding the budget and their perceived lack 
of belt tightening from the district.  Dr. McIntyre and members of the School Committee 
presented many examples of  what the district has done to tighten the budget.  They also 
mentioned the frustrations the district faces with potential future increased enrollment, unfunded  
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state mandates, a reduction in state aid, and the lack of a fair and equitable state aid funding 
formula to name a few.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 


