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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 2, 2009 at 
the Administration Office.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. 
McIntyre.   
 
Mrs. Cindy Butts led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mr. Guida was honored to present Mrs. Doris Eddins and Mrs. Debbie Thurston, former School 
Committee members, with sketches of the Town Hall and plaques noting their years of service, 
as a token of the School Committee’s appreciation for their dedication and hard work during 
their tenure as School Committee members. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to recognize the following student achievements: 
 
The Barrington High School Choral Ensemble performed at Carnegie Hall under the direction of 
Paulette LaParle.  He noted that they were one of eight schools in the United States to be chosen 
for this honor. 
 
The following students were winners of the Middle School State Science Olympiad: 
 Gold Medal 
 Crave the Wave – Jack Liang & Matthew Lamontagne 
 Silver Medal 
 Fossils – Emma Gurchiek & Patrick Gildea 
 Quiz Bowl – Markus Stein 
 Bronze Medal 
 Ecology – Matthew Lamontagne & Haroon Hkazi 

The high school team (comprised of the former BMS Olympiad students) came in second 
place in the state. 

 
The following students were winners in the 2009 Rhode Island Science and Engineering Fair: 

Cassidy Laidlaw was the recipient of the First Lady’s Trophy for her project “Slam the 
Jam:  Reducing Traffic Wait Times at the White Church Intersection”.  The First Lady’s 
Trophy is for the middle school project judged to have the most potential benefit to the 
State of Rhode Island. 
 
Cassidy Laidlaw - Top Ten finalist for Best in Fair, 1st Grant.  She also took home two 
other awards:  the RI Society of Professional Engineers Award and the Aperion Institute 
Award. 
 
Fiona Paine - 1st Grant took home three awards:  Aperion Institute Award; the Base8group 
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Award and the People’s Power and Light Award. 
 
Olivia August & Laina Caesar - 1st Grant for Should the Drinking Age for America be 
Changed Based on Europe and Canada 
 
Clayton Inman -  2nd Grant for Magnet Angle is Critical for Perpetual Motion.   

 
JJ Strong, who was a top ten finalist last year in the junior division (middle school) also 
participated in the senior division (high school) this year and won a special award.       
 
Wilfred Curioso, an 11th grader, has been selected to represent the United States at the 2009 
Junior/Cadet World Championship in Men’s Saber which will be held in Belfast, Great Britain 
April 5- 13, 2009.  This was announced by the United States Fencing Team Association (USFA), 
along with the U.S.A. Olympic Committee and the U.S. National Fencing Team. 
 
He congratulated everyone who participated in the Nayatt 5K Road Race, 1-mile kids run, and 
toddler “fun run” held on March 28th .  There were 630 participants between the three races, and 
over 100 volunteers and they raised over $10,000. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/05/09 as written.  Following an amendment to the 
minutes to include the word “all” prior to religious holidays on page 2 in the motion 
to approve the 2009 -2010 school calendar, the motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 03/05/09 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0.   It was noted that the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 03/19/09 as written.  Following the minutes being 
amended to strike the word “totally” prior to the word unacceptable on page 3, 
paragraph 1, the motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mrs.  Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session  School Committee meeting of 03/19/09 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0.  It was noted that the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken. 
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Approval of Financials 
 
None were available for approval this evening. 
 
Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. Calise, with the assistance of Richard Wheeler, Joseph Hurley and Cindy Butts presented an 
update on the “journey” of Professional Learning Communities (PLC).   They noted that the 
purpose of PLC is:  1) making education equitable for all students; 2) a belief system that all 
students can learn; and 3) a shared mission, vision and goals.  They also noted that an important 
aspect of PLC is that the focus is on “learning” not teaching.  Dr. Calise focused on the overall 
history of the initiative; Mr. Wheeler focused on the status of PLC at the Middle School level; 
Mr. Hurley focused on the status of the PLC at the High School level and Mrs. Butts focused on 
what the  Subcommittee of the Strategic Plan whose goal is:  “Employ effective programs that 
meet the needs of diverse learners” is doing to educate the parents on what PLC is, how it is 
helping their children, and the steps they are taking to achieve this goal.  Handouts and power 
point presentations were used as the basis of their presentations.  Much discussion took place 
with questions asked by the School Committee and members of the audience to clarify various 
aspects of this successful initiative. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience asked the School Committee to consider a less rigorous Senior Project 
for some seniors.  Mr. Guida briefly discussed opportunities in place to support students 
struggling with the senior project and also the rationale for the senior project.  The audience 
member also expressed concern regarding the district not weighting courses for Advanced 
Placement courses versus less challenging courses and the resulting class rank of students.  Dr. 
McIntyre stated that we do not rank our students, but that he would research this issue to verify 
that this information is correct.    
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief budget update on the status of the proposed budget.  He noted that 
he and Mr. Tarro had a productive meeting with the Committee on Appropriations (COA) 
whereby they all expressed their concerns.  The COA indicated that they would have their final 
recommended budget numbers available for us by April 14th.  
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief update on the status of the Primrose Hill Principal Search noting 
that he met with the nine members of the Search Committee last week and that resumes received 
today include quality candidates.  He noted that interviews hopefully will be scheduled for late 
April into May with a final candidate chosen by the end of May. 
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Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Oberg read aloud for a 1st reading School Committee Fund Balance Policy.  Some 
discussion took place regarding the policy.  The policy will be presented for a 2nd reading at the 
April 23rd School Committee meeting. 
 
Dr. Flanagan shared his research on a Survey Policy but requested that discussion regarding this 
policy be deferred to the next meeting.   
 
Dr. Shea summarized the main points of the Food Allergies Policy for a 1st reading.  Some minor 
changes to the policy were suggested.  This policy will be edited and presented for further 
discussion at the next School Committee meeting.  Also, Dr. Shea noted that the draft policy will 
be discussed at the Health and Wellness Meeting tomorrow morning.  There were questions from 
the audience regarding various aspects of the policy. 
 
A discussion regarding Budget Outreach took place particularly in light of the recent revaluation 
situation, combined with the economy and other issues before the community.  It was the 
consensus of the Committee to schedule a School Committee meeting next Thursday, April 9th in 
order to finalize a draft “Letter to the Editor” generated by Mr. Hasenfus to be placed in the 
Barrington Times to inform the community of the Committee’s rationale for the proposed FY 10 
school budget.  It was noted that the letter should highlight the qualities of the school district in a 
succinct, bulleted format and be disseminated to the community. 
   
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to accept the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the resignations of Caitlin Corlett, Head 
Cheerleading Coach and Jody Mangiaratti, Advisor, Model United Nations Club.  
The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of some bids: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the Digital Visual Presenter 
Bid to W. B. Hunt Company for a unit price of $498 and a total amount not to 
exceed $4,980, which was the lowest qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 
5-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to accept the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the East Bay School District Food Management 
Service Collaborative Bid to Chartwells (Barrington is part of the collaborative).  
The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Dr. McIntyre commended Mr. Tarro for the position the East Bay took regarding this bid to keep 
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it competitive in Rhode Island.  Mr. Tarro noted that the district went through a very thorough 
bid process and provided both vendors the same information in a timely manner.  He stated that 
every step was taken to give everyone the opportunity to bid; however, only one company bid.  
   
New Business from School Committee 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
April 9th  7:30 p.m. Budget Outreach Discussion 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
A member of the audience praised administration for the Budget Fact Sheet that has been 
distributed to the PTO’s.  She suggested the “budget letter” being drafted be distributed via the 
backpack express and also should include the dates of the Budget Hearing and Town Financial 
Meeting.  Additional suggestions were made to get budget information to the parents and 
community. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
10:20 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-
46-5(a)(2) for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation; specifically for 
Contract Negotiations.  The motion passed 5-0.     
 
_____ moved and _____ seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at _____ p.m. 
and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion passed 
_____. 
 
_____ moved and _____ seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at _____ p.m.  The 
motion passed _____. 
 


