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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, March 19, 2009 
at Primrose Hill School.  Mr. Hasenfus called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. 
Hasenfus, Dr. Shea, Mr. Guida, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Mr. Tarro and Dr. McIntyre.   Dr. 
Calise was absent.   
 
Mr. Robert Abbey led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mr. Robert DiPadua, a Prudential representative presented the Prudential Spirit of Community 
medallion to Emma Edwards, a tenth grader at the High School.  Mr. DiPadua also noted that she 
will receive a check in the amount of $1,000.  Emma traveled to Mississippi to help after 
Hurricane Katrina.  Emma explained some of the work she did to help the people in Mississippi 
touched by the Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to announce that Ellis Iacono, an eighth grader at the Middle School 
won the Rhode Island Spelling Bee Championship this year and will represent Rhode Island in 
Washington, DC in the National Spelling Bee on May 26 and 28. 
 
Dr. McIntyre shared the Mathcounts Team’s state completion results noting that Cassidy 
Laidlaw placed first and Jack Liang placed third in the individual competition.  Both of them 
will head for National competition in Disney World in May as Rhode Island state team members. 
 Cassidy placed 4th in the countdown round.  The Barrington Mathcounts team placed second 
overall.  He also noted that out of 150 students, the following students from the Middle School 
ranked:  Mark Krosschell(10, school team); Matthew Lamontagne (13, school team); Teddy Ni 
(7); Nataliya Karashchuk (44); and Grace Jingzhao (76). 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to recognize the High School Debate Team for winning the State 
Championship this year. 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to announce that Mark Davis, High School Reading Specialist, has 
been selected as an ASCD (Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development) 
Emerging Leader in the Class of 2009. 
 
Mr. Guida commended Julia Steiny, a reporter with the Providence Journal, for her recent article 
recognizing the good job our administration is doing.  Mr. Guida presented a brief summary of 
the article which dealt with the state of Rhode Island needing a fair educational funding formula 
and the great inequity in distribution of state aid among the various districts in the state. 
  
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
School Committee meeting of 02/26/09 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 02/26/09 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
None were available this evening. 

 
Information and Proposals 
 
An update on the status of RTI (Response to Intervention) was presented by Robert Abbey, 
Wendy Parente and Michael Messore.  Each person focused on the present status of the program 
and future direction of the program which included ways to improve and expand it.  Mr. Abbey 
focused on the elementary level; Mrs. Parente focused on the Middle School and Mr. Messore 
focused on the High School.  Hand-outs were used as the basis of their presentations.  Much 
discussion took place as Committee members and members of the audience asked questions to 
clarify various aspects of this program.  Input was also given by members of the certified 
Primrose Hill School staff – Janet Provost, Susan DeAngelis and Marilyn Packard-Luther.  The 
School Committee commended everyone’s efforts with this program and the positive direction it 
is taking. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to move the agenda out of order and 
proceed to H3 New Business from the Superintendent and Staff – Renewable 
Energy Grant Application for the High School in Cooperation with CREB 
(Committee for Renewable Energy) in order to accommodate individuals in the 
audience who wanted to speak to this issue.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Peter Clifford and Mr. David Baum from the Renewable Energy Committee spoke to the 
Committee regarding the feasibility of a Renewable Energy Center Proposal at the High School. 
 They explained that the project entails the establishment of a Renewable Energy Center to 
promote and enable renewable energy projects for the Town of Barrington through the collection 
of necessary viability data and the education of the citizens.  Following much discussion 
regarding this project it was the consensus of the Committee to move forward with this grant 
application being mindful that there is no cost to the district and no safety issues.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief update on the status of the budget and had a dialogue with the 
Committee regarding what impact level funding would have on the budget per the request of the  
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Committee on Appropriations (COA).  The impact of level funding was discussed with the 
School Committee.  The information regarding the impact of level funding will be forwarded to 
the COA with emphasis that this is unacceptable to the School Committee.  The Committee 
agreed that information regarding the impact of level funding should be communicated to the 
community.  It was the consensus of the Committee that this issue be placed on the next School 
Committee agenda for discussion.  Mr. Tarro will forward the information requested by the COA 
with bullets highlighting the impact of budget cuts.  
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Oberg requested that a discussion regarding School Committee policies be tabled until the 
next meeting.  Mrs. Oberg noted that she would review draft policy Fund Balance for discussion 
at the next meeting. 
 
A policy dealing with surveys and the food allergies will also be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Nicole Varone, 
HS, Social Studies.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of the Sowams School Fire Door Bid: 

 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of Mr. 
Tarro with respect to the award of the Sowams School Fire Door Bid to New 
England School Services, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $31,599 which was the 
lowest evaluated qualified bidder.  The motion passed 5-0. 
  

Mr. Tarro indicated that he would prepare a report regarding the status of monies spent and 
remaining funds available to deal with the fire door problem. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee that Mr. Guida continue to serve as the designee for the 
Town/School Health Care Benefits Review Committee.  
 
 New Business from School Committee 
 
Dr. Flanagan requested a discussion regarding a Survey Policy be placed on the agenda for the 
next School Committee meeting and the process used for establishing a policy.  Mr. Hasenfus 
noted that he would contact an individual knowledgeable of Federal law and what restrictions 
would be placed on a policy concerning surveys. 
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Discussion of Future Agenda Topics 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to include on the next agenda a discussion regarding 
efforts to broaden the audience we communicate with regarding the budget.  Mr. Hasenfus will 
draft a “Letter to the Editor” for the Barrington Times.  They noted it was important to 
communicate information to both supporters and non-supporters of the budget and hopefully 
neutralize anger that has resulted from the revaluations. 
   
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
April 2nd  7:30 p.m. Professional Learning Communities 
 
March 21st    RIASC – Chairs Meeting 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee that the district would pay the costs for recognition 
plaques being awarded to two former School Committee members.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. Tarro confirmed that he would communicate to the Committee on Appropriations that a 
conversation took place among the School Committee members regarding the impact of level 
funding. 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
10:30 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant Section 42-46-5(a)(2) for 
Collective Bargaining and Litigation; specifically for Litigation.  The motion passed 
5-0. 
 
Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
11:00 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 

 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 11:01 p.m. 
 


