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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, November 20, 
2008 at the Administration office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present 
were Mr. Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg, Mrs. Eddins, Mr. Hasenfus, Mr. Tarro, Dr. Calise 
and Dr. McIntyre.   
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mrs. Oberg commended both Mrs. Thurston and Mrs. Eddins as this was the last School 
Committee meeting for both individuals.  Mrs. Oberg noted that they devoted a significant 
portion of their personal time to the good of the schools and the community.  Mr. Guida also 
applauded them for their commitment and tremendous support throughout their time on the 
Committee noting that they always demonstrated and shared their passion for public education.  
A member of the audience expressed her appreciation to them for all their hard work and 
collaborative efforts in working for the good of the district. 
  
Mrs. Thurston gratefully acknowledged that all the schools supported Tap-In with various 
donations which is an indication that our district is in line with our mission statement regarding 
contributions to society.  She stated that this school district does a wonderful job in supporting 
both academics and community service.  She also commended the Barrington High School Jazz 
Band for their performance at Tap-In’s 25th Anniversary Celebration. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular School Committee meeting of 10/16/08 as written.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session meeting of 10/16/08 as written.  It was noted that no votes were 
taken and the minutes were sealed.  Mr. Hasenfus requested that language he 
suggested be included as part of the minutes be attached to the minutes.  Mrs. 
Oberg noted that the language could be attached, but not formally adopted by the 
Committee.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
 Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the special 
School Committee meeting of 10/27/08 as written.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session meeting of 10/27/08 as written.  It was noted that no votes were 
taken and the minutes were sealed.  The motion passed 5-0. 
   
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular School Committee meeting of 11/06/08 as written.  The motion passed 5-0.   
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session meeting of 11/06/08 as written.  It was noted that no votes were 
taken and the minutes were sealed.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special School Committee meeting of 11/17/08 as written.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session meeting of 11/17/08 as written.  It was noted that no votes were 
taken and the minutes were sealed.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 

Mrs. Thurston thanked Mrs. Whittaker for preparing all of the minutes and getting everything up 
to date prior to the new Committee members taking office. 
 
Approval of Financials 
 
No financials were available for approval this evening. 
 
Information and Proposals 
 
Following Mr. Gray’s historical overview of the development of the Teacher Advisory Program, 
he introduced Ms. Aubrie Pascale, Co-Coordinator Teacher Advisory Program (TAP) at the 
High School, who presented a summary of the present status of the program and its future 
direction.  Handouts were distributed to the Committee which were used as the basis of her 
presentation.  Mrs. Wendy Parente, Assistant Principal at the Middle School summarized the 
Advisory Program at the Middle School to date.  Much discussion took place as Committee 
members asked questions to clarify various aspects of this initiative.    Following their 
presentations, Mr. Guida thanked them for the important work they are doing. 
 
Mr. John Gray briefly summarized the status of Proficiency Based Graduation Requirements 
(PBGR) and then introduced Judianne Point, who presented a more specific overview of the 
initiative.  The Committee was provided with copies of the present School Committee Policy 
IKF – Graduation Requirements and also a draft with proposed revisions for their consideration 
and input.  Discussion took place and questions were asked by the Committee regarding various 
aspects of this initiative. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
There was no Old Business from Superintendent and Staff. 
 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
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Following Mrs. Thurston’s summarization of the status of policies under review: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adopt 403(b) Retirement Plan 
Policy as wordsmithed.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mrs. Oberg noted that she had provided Mrs. Thurston with a draft copy of the Conflict of 
Interest policy.  It was noted that this policy will be presented for a 1st reading at the next School 
Committee meeting.  In addition, Mrs. Thurston requested that Mr. Hasenfus prepare a draft 
Harassment Policy specifically pertaining to teen dating and sexual violence in the Rhode Island 
schools for a 1st reading at the next School Committee meeting.  Both of these policies need to be 
approved by December 31, 2008.   
 
There was a brief discussion regarding School Committee IGAC – Recognition of Religious 
Holidays and Mrs. Eddins presented her recommendations on how to proceed with this policy. 
 
There was no discussion regarding Wind Turbine Project as no new information has been 
received from the Town Council. 

 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
the Superintendent with regard to the requests for leaves of absence from Kristin 
Costa, MS, Art and Megan Medeiros, MS, Grade 8.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 

Following Mr. Tarro’s brief overview of the Cargo Van Bid: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with respect to the award of the Cargo Van Bid to Flood Ford, Lincoln, 
Mercury of Narragansett for a new 2008 Cargo Van in an amount not to exceed 
$18,037, which was the lowest qualified evaluated bid.  Following some questions for 
clarification, the motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Tarro noted that the Committee had been provided with a revised copy of the 403b 
Resolution which had been wordsmithed.   It was noted that it still needs additional 
wordsmithing. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adopt the Resolution Adopting 
Restatement and Amendment of Barrington Public Schools 403(b) Retirement Plan 
subject to the changes made this evening and additional wordsmithing changes only. 
The motion passed 5-0.   
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New Business from School Committee 
 
Mr. Guida requested input from the Committee regarding reaching consensus to write a letter to 
the General Assembly stating facts as to why Barrington should receive more state aid in view of 
the fact that the General Assembly is presently focusing on redistribution of state aid.  Following 
much conversation, it was the consensus of the Committee to have Mr. Guida prepare a draft 
letter to the General Assembly stating why Barrington should receive more state aid and present 
the letter at the next School Committee meeting for their input.   
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
November 20-23   Musical “Annie” at High School  
 
November 22nd   School Committee 101 sponsored by RIASC 
 
November 27th  10:00 a.m. HS Thanksgiving Football Game 
 
December 2nd  6:00 p.m. HS Football Playoff - Portsmouth 
 
December 4th @ AO 7:30 p.m. Annual Organizational Meeting 
     Facilities Update 
  
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. Guida noted that the School Committee is awaiting further information from the Town 
Council regarding the Wind Turbine Project in response to question from a member of the 
audience as to when a final decision would be made regarding this issue. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
9:38 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-
46-5(a)(2) for Personnel and Collective Bargaining and Litigation, specifically for 
the purpose of Personnel for discussion of the Superintendent’s goals and objectives. 
The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to adjourn the Executive Session 
at 10:00 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
10:01 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
 


