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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, May 7, 2009 at 
the Administration Office.  Dr. Shea called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present were Dr. 
Shea, Mrs. Oberg, Dr. Flanagan, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. McIntyre.   Mr. Hasenfus arrived 
at 7:37 p.m. and Mr. Guida arrived at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Mrs. Patricia Beauchemin led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mrs. Patricia Beauchemin, School Social Worker, presented a brief overview of the Summer 
Student Tutor Program .  She then recognized the following students who participated in the 
program and presented them with certificates:  Rebecca Brenner, Mathew LaCombe, Jai Liu, 
Camille Mangiaratti, Kyle Palko, Margaret Ramsden, Deidre Schiff, Chelsea Silva, Brianna 
Toegemann, Grace To, and Laura Travers.   
 
Dr. McIntyre was proud to announce that Amy Rasmussen won a Gold Medal in the Latin 
National Exam for the last four consecutive years.  He noted she is being awarded an Oxford 
Classical Dictionary in recognition of her prestigious accomplishment. 
 
Dr. McIntyre recognized the following students who received perfect scores on the Latin exam:  
Andrew Zulker, Holly Gilde and Maite Vanhentenryck.   He noted only 917 students out of over 
137,000 who participated in the entire United States, Australia, Mozambique, Canada, England, 
Italy, New Zealand, Poland, Mexico, Bulgaria, China and Guam attained this distinction.  
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to report that Donna Hartmann has been named RI School 
Psychologist of the Year. 
 
Dr. McIntyre noted that he attended the RI Interscholastic League’s induction of John Gray into 
the RIIL High School Athletic Hall of Fame, which he stated was a well deserved honor. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the School 
Committee meeting of 04/23/09 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to approve the minutes of the special 
School Committee meeting of 04/30/09 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
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Approval of Financials 
 
Restated financials were distributed to the School Committee for their review, but no official 
monthly financial reports were available this evening for approval. 
  
Information and Proposals 
 
Dr. Calise presented an overview of “Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners” which is Goal #2 
of the Strategic  Plan.  She focused on the status of two objectives: (1) Develop a community 
information packet about professional learning communities, and (2) Research alternative 
programming options for vocational instruction.  Dr. Calise provided the Committee with 
handouts which were used as the basis of her presentation.  Questions were asked by members of 
the Committee to clarify various aspects of her update.   
 
Dr. Calise introduced Jennifer Theroux, a fifth grade teacher and Milken Educator Award winner 
who presented an update on Differentiated Instruction.  She emphasized that curriculum 
differentiation is not a curriculum or a program, but a process that enables teachers to improve 
student learning by matching student individual learning characteristics to the curriculum.  
Discussion took place with Committee members asking questions regarding various aspects of 
this initiative. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief update on the status of the Primrose Hill School Principal Search 
noting that two finalists will be interviewed next week.  He noted that hopefully he will have a 
candidate for the May 21st School Committee meeting.  He commended the search committee for 
their hard work and commitment to the process.  
 
Dr. McIntyre presented a brief update on the status of the budget and his concern regarding the 
$900,000 cut recommended by the Committee on Appropriations which would be in addition to 
a likely significant cut in state aid.  He stated his concern regarding the devastating impact these 
cuts would have on the quality of the educational programs in our district.  Much discussion took 
place regarding the importance of communicating to the public information regarding all aspects 
of the budget.  School Committee members stressed that their job is to advocate for education 
and they have done their best to present the best possible budget during difficult economic times.  
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Following Dr. McIntyre’s recommendation that all administrative salaries be frozen for the next 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2009: 
 

Mr. Guida moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to accept the recommendation of the 
Superintendent that the administrators in the district will not receive an increase in 
their annual salary and remain the same as last year.  Following members of the 
Committee commending Dr. McIntyre for his leadership with respect to this issue, 
the motion passed 5-0.  

 
Dr. Flanagan offered to forego his board service stipend which Mrs. Oberg opposed stating that 
the Barrington School Committee members already receive the smallest amount of compensation 
in the state.  Committee members receive $500 per year for their services on the board while the 
chairperson receives $1,000. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Oberg suggested that a discussion regarding School Committee policies be tabled until the 
next regular School Committee meeting. 
 
Following discussion regarding a concern raised by some members of the Committee regarding 
misleading information the community was receiving regarding the budget, it was the consensus 
of the Committee that Mr. Hasenfus and Mr. Guida draft a letter affirming our position regarding 
the budget.  
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to approve the recommendation of the 
Superintendent with respect to the requests for leaves of absence for Jennifer 
Reynolds, HM, Grade 5 and Rebecca Silva, SO, Grade 3.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Dr. Flanagan provided the Committee with the copy of a form entitled “Parents and Police:  A 
Community Partnership Consent to Search Form” and the possibility of making the form 
available on an “as requested basis” within the school system.  It was the consensus of the 
Committee to table a discussion regarding this issue until the next School Committee meeting. 
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Future Agenda Topics 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee that the BAY Team be invited to present at the June 18th 
School Committee meeting in response to a suggestion by Dr. Shea who is the liaison to the 
BAY Team.  
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
May 13th  7:00 p.m. Budget Hearing @ MS 
 
May 14th  7:00 p.m. Attend SEAC Meeting 

Budget Discussion 
 
Mr. Guida inquired as to whether or not the School Committee would like him to invite the new 
Commissioner of Education to the June 4th School Committee meeting.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Questions and/or comments were made by the audience regarding the budget. 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Dr. Flanagan seconded to adjourn the regular meeting and 
go into Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-46-
5(a)(2); specifically for the purpose of Personnel.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Guida seconded to adjourn the Executive Session at 
10:35 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 

 
The regular meeting was adjourned at 10:36 p.m. 

 


