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A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, April 24, 2008 at 
Barrington Middle School.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were Mr. 
Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg, Mrs. Eddins, Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. Calise, Mr. Tarro and Dr. 
McIntyre.    
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated the following high school students who are semifinalists in the 2008 
Presidential Scholars competition:  Olivia Burke, Nan Du and Ruchir Shah.  They were selected 
as three of approximately 560 semifinalists to advance to the final round of the competition.     
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to announce that middle school students were winners at the 2008 RI 
Science and Engineer Fair.  He noted that for five years of the last six years they have won the 
“Best in Fair” in the Junior Division.  He commended Fiona Paine for winning the First Lady’s 
Trophy, which represents the junior project judged to have the most potential benefit to the State 
of Rhode Island.  She also received the Naval Undersea Warfare Center (Division Newport) 
Innovative Science Award and the ASM Materials Education Foundation Award for Most 
Outstanding Exhibit in Materials Science.  Other winners were:  JJ (Joseph) Strong - Top Ten 
Finalist for Best in Fair, 1st Grant and the RI Engineering Award; Olivia August and Laina 
Caesar - Top Ten Finalist for Best in Fair 1st Grant and the American Psychological Association 
Award and the US Department of Health and Human Services – Outstanding Student Award 
Certificate; Rahul Chander - 1st Grant and Bristol County Water Authority 1st place Junior 
Division and RI Water Works 2nd place Junior Division.  Fiona, JJ, Olivia, Laina, Rahul and 
Teddy were also awarded the Society for Science and the Public (SSP) recognition for scoring in 
the top 10% of juniors at the Fair.  Teddy (Akito) Nicol and Olivia Justynski also received 1st 
Grants. 
 
Dr. McIntyre congratulated all the middle school students who participated in the Science 
Olympiad at Rhode Island College and noted that they placed 3rd in the state.  He commended 
the following students who received medals in their events: 
 
Gold 
Holly Gildea and Rahul Chander for Bioprocess lab 
Olivia Justynski and Robert Kenyon for Oceanography 
Rahul Chander and Stephen Lamontagne for Reach for the Stars 
JJ Strong for Quiz Bowl 
 
Silver 
Stephen Lamontagne and Robert Kenyon for Crave the Wave 
Olivia Justynski and James Coster for Simple Machines 
 



SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 2 
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 04/24/08 
 
Bronze 
Holly Gildea and Maria Stadelman for Science Word 
Holly Gildea and Haley Theroux for Anatomy 
 
In addition, the following students contributed to the team score:  Faye Justynski, Brenden Forte, 
Nick Toselli, Utkarsh Shah, Alexander Stein and Michael Barmann. 
 
Mrs. Thurston praised the recent BHS Athletic Hall of Fame program to honor and recognize 
outstanding individuals and teams who have had significant accomplishments, achievements, 
and or contributions through their involvement in the BHS athletic program as an athlete, team, 
administrator, coach and/or contributor in the community.  The athletes recognized were:  Brad 
Faxon – ’79, Raymond Lock – ’56, Karen McAvoy – ’71, Bill McCagney – ’73, Pat Monti, Jr. – 
’64, Debbie Turnbull – ’78 and Frank Vollaro – ’61.  Also recognized were:  Frank Murgo – 
Coach, William Cuthbertson – Contributor, and the 1943 high school football team. 
 
 Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular School Committee meeting of 04/03/08 as written.  Following the 
amendment of the minutes to correctly reflect a meeting attended by some 
Committee members, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 04/03/08 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0.   Mr. Guida noted that one vote was taken to seal the minutes and to 
report that no other votes were taken.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special joint School Committee/Town Council meeting of 04/07/08 as written.  The 
motion passed 3-0.   Mr. Guida and Mrs. Thurston abstained as they were not 
present at the meeting. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the March financial reports: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the expenditures for 
March in the amount of $3,063,466.59.  The motion passed 5-0.   
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Mr. Guida took the agenda out of order to accommodate individuals present to discuss the 
following issues:  (1) issue relating to high school graduation requirements (exemption of seniors 
from certain exams) and the wind turbine project. 
 
Students voiced their concern that they received notice of elimination of the final exam 
exemption too close to the end of school this year and thereby felt they were being treated 
unfairly.  Mr. John Gray presented an overview of the new graduation requirements in order to 
be in compliance with the new RI Performance Based Graduation Requirements.  Mr. Gray also 
explained action taken to address the students’ concerns.  Mr. Gray and Mrs. Judianne Point then 
made the following recommendations to the School Committee for their approval regarding 
granting exemptions for this year only: 
 

Any senior who has an A average (90% proficiency or better) in a course may be exempt 
(at the teacher’s discretion) from the semester examination in that respective course in 
June. 
 
Any student enrolled in an Advanced Placement course and who takes the AP exam and 
has a B average (80% proficiency or better) in that course may be exempt from the 
semester examination in that respective course in June. 
 

Following much discussion with respect to various aspects of this issue with questions from the 
Committee and student input regarding this issue: 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendations 
of Mr. Gray and Mrs. Point with respect to the exemptions as stated above.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 

Mr. Gray noted that he was expecting to receiving adequate information regarding this issue 
prior to the start of the ’08-09 school year to enable him to make a full disclosure to the students 
at the beginning of the school year as to whether or not they would be exempt from final 
assessments next year.  Mr. Guida, speaking as a member of the Board of Regents, stated that he 
believed a final decision would not be made until at least June of this year. 
 
Next, Mr. Guida turned the meeting over to Dr. McIntyre who presented an update on the status 
of the Wind Turbine Project.  Dr. McIntyre highlighted the concerns raised by the Committee 
(safety, noise level and finances) concerning the project.  Mr. James Bride from the Committee 
for Renewable Energy for Barrington was available to provide responses to the Committee’s 
concerns.  Following input from the Committee members and a neighbor in close proximity to 
the wind turbine: 
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
the Town Council and conditionally approve the erection of the wind turbine on 
school grounds contingent upon satisfactory determination with respect to a 
Guaranteed Maximum Price, siting and location on school property, safety concerns 
and general due diligence and efficiency of the unit be taken into consideration with 
respect to the construction.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
The agenda returned to Information and Proposals. 
 
Mr. Wheeler informed that Committee that he has not received an official copy of the SALT 
Report for the Middle School from the Rhode Island Department of Education; however, he had 
a SALT Report Summary which highlighted the outstanding findings on student learning, 
findings on teaching and learning and findings on school support for learning and teaching.   
 
Next, Mr. Wheeler, with the assistance of Mr. Messore presented a brief overview of Individual 
Learning Plans (ILP) which is a mapped academic plan and profile that reflects each student’s 
unique set of interests, needs, learning goals, and graduation requirements.  The ILP, facilitated 
by the guidance counselor, is generated with the student and may include input from parents, 
teachers, and others.  The ILP must address academic, career, and personal/social development. 
 
In addition, Mr. Wheeler presented a brief update on the Advisories Program noting that the 
mission of the Barrington Middle School Advisory Program is to provide each student with a 
concerned professional who acts as an advocate and advisor helping to improve his/her 
educational experience. 
 
Finally, Mr. Wheeler presented an update on the Homework Policy and distributed a handout 
which was used as the basis of his presentation.  He indicated that he has received much positive 
feedback regarding this policy.   
 
The Committee raised several questions to clarify various aspects of the four topics presented by 
Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Messore. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff  
 
Mr. Tarro provided the Committee with a brief overview of the status of the budget and 
adjustments made due to:  (1) increase of $24,000 in workers compensation and liability 
insurance; (2) increase in out of district tuition account; (3) adjustment in certified teachers 
salary  
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account due to additional retirement which will offset the cost of an additional physical 
education position at the high school; and (4) a recommendation by the Auditor General that 
Medicaid reimbursement be treated as a revenue and expenses added back into the operating 
budget. 
  
Mr. Tarro provided an overview of the memorandum received from the Committee on 
Appropriations (COA) dated March 30 and the School Committee provided him input and 
direction as to how to respond to their request for the transfer of surplus funds, the transfer of 
unspent monies in the fire door account and the reduction in the technology account.  (A copy of 
the memorandum is attached and made a part of the minutes).   
 
Following Mr. Tarro’s brief overview of the Fire Door Bid at Primrose Hill and Nayatt School: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with respect to the award of the Fire Doors Bid at Primrose Hill and 
Nayatt School to Tower Construction Corp at a cost not to exceed $337,400 which 
was the lowest qualified evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 5-0.   

 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Discussion focused on the development of a new mission statement for the district.  A sample 
mission statement was chosen by the Committee to use as boiler plate and edit.   The sample 
revised mission statement will be made available to the Committee prior to their April 29th 
meeting so that all Committee members will be prepared to bring their suggested revisions to 
that meeting.   
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the recommendation 
of the Superintendent with respect to the request for a leave of absence for Amanda 
McCann, SO, Loop 2-3 and the resignation of Jane Mizrahi, MS, Special Education 
Teacher Assistant.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
New Business from School Committee 
 
Mrs. Thurston distributed information to the Committee she obtained at the recent National 
Association of School Boards Annual Meeting.  She encouraged the Committee to go to the 
conference website to obtain information that might be of interest to them.  Mrs. Thurston 
emphasized that she would like to pursue the feasibility of the School Committee moving 
towards being “paperless”.  She noted that other materials she received at the Conference will be 
available in the central office. 
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General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
April 28th    All PTO’s at Primrose Hill School   
 
April 29th    Strategic Planning Meeting (School Committee & Central 

Office Administrators) 
 
April 30th  6:30 p.m. National Honor Society Induction at @ High School 
 
May 1st  7:30 p.m. Response to Intervention @ Sowams 
 
May 3rd    Rhode Island Association of School Committees Annual 

Meeting 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No issues were raised at this time. 
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 

 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 
p.m.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
 
 


