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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 02/28/08 
  
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, February 28, 
2008 at Hampden Meadows School.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Present 
were Mr. Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg, Mr. Hasenfus, Dr. McIntyre, Dr. Calise, and Mr. 
Tarro.  Mrs. Eddins was absent.   
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Dr. McIntyre was pleased to congratulate, Mr. Patrick Guida, a member of the RI State Board of 
Education, who has been chosen to serve on the NASBE Governmental Affairs Committee 
(GAC), the entity responsible for developing federal policy recommendations and 
communicating with Congress and federal officials about the education reform priorities of state 
boards of education.  Dr. McIntyre noted that as a member of the 20-member panel, Mr. Guida 
will meet with other state education leaders, national policymakers, federal lawmakers, and 
education reform experts during a series of meetings, events and communications over the 
course of this year to share their state’s experiences and perspective, analyze federal education 
initiatives, promote state board of education priorities, and serve as a state education resource to 
congressional offices and staff. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the minutes of the 
School Committee meeting of 01/31/08 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session of 01/31/08 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.   Mr. Guida noted 
those minutes were sealed and no votes were taken.  
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Special School Committee meeting of 02/07/08 as written.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 

Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the January financial reports: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the expenditures for 
January in the amount of $2,814,528.48.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 

Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. Robert Abbey, Principal of Primrose Hill School, introduced Mrs. Janet Provost, a 3rd grade 
teacher at Primrose Hill School, who along with several of her students demonstrated 
Responsive Classroom techniques.  Mr. Abbey noted that this approach is based on the premise 
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that children learn best when they have both academic and social emotional skills.  Mrs. Provost 
also summarized the training involved for this teaching technique and the pros of this positive 
approach.  Members of the Committee asked questions regarding various aspects of this 
initiative.  
 
Mrs. Arlene Miguel, Principal of Hampden Meadows School, introduced Mrs. Jenny Gaynor – 
5th grade teacher, Mrs. Carrie Clegg – 5th grade teacher, Maureen Neubauer – teacher assistant, 
Donna Hartmann – school psychologist and Heidi Brousseau – special educator who are all part 
of a team for Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (BPIS).  They demonstrated an 
example of this initiative which is proactive strategies for defining, teaching and supporting 
appropriate student behaviors to create positive school climates based on respecting ourselves, 
others, the environment and learning.  Questions were asked by the Committee to clarify various 
aspects of this initiative.   
 
Mrs. Miguel presented an overview of the “homework policy” at Hampden Meadows School 
stating that the school’s definition is:  “It is a purposeful learning experience which is a review 
and/or application of school learning that is assigned, but not graded, by the teacher, to be 
completed outside the school environment or after regular school hours.”  She noted that it is a 
useful tool in diagnosing learning difficulties which aids the teachers in planning necessary 
follow-up lessons.  Discussion took place regarding various aspects of her presentation.  
 
Mr. Learned, Director of Facilities, updated the Committee on projects completed in the district 
noting that many of them have been focused on energy conservation.  He also noted the status of 
a Request for Proposals for long-term facilities assessments.  The Committee thanked Mr. 
Learned for his detailed report and commended him for his outstanding work as Director of 
Facilities.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
There was none at this time. 
 
Old Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 
Mr. Tarro distributed a copy of the Renewable Energy Report dated June 4, 2007 to the 
Committee.  Mr. Tarro noted that the report needs to be updated to include information such as 
the length of the bond payment, the kilowatt unit price for electricity over the next five years, 
and the estimated savings in electricity usage.  In addition, the Committee requested that more 
information be provided with respect to the financial impact of this initiative to the budget and 
that this information be provided to them prior to their formally approving the High School as 
the site of the wind turbine.  After further discussion by the School Committee: 
 
 

Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to support the concept of the wind 
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turbine project and to proceed with the investigation of said project pursuant to 
§16-2-9 and 16-2-15 under the Rhode Island General Laws (RIGL).  The motion 
passed 4-0. 

 
Dr. McIntyre updated the Committee on steps that had been taken to address concerns regarding 
clarification of responsibilities with respect to gifts to schools.   
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
A discussion of School Committee policies ensued.  The 1st reading of JFCG – Smoking in 
Public Schools took place.  A question was raised as to why the service project language had 
been removed from the policy.  Dr. McIntyre agreed to contact Mr. Gray and report back to the 
School Committee. 
 
There was an additional reading of Policy IGCA – Summer School Credit.  After discussion of 
the changes to the policy regarding new language to make the policy consistent with the new 
State regulations: 
 

Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to amend Policy IGCA – Summer 
School Credit.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
the Superintendent and that the Superintendent be directed to notify Celeste 
Labonte, HM, Music that her contract will not be renewed for the 2008 – 2009 
school year. The motion passed 4-0. 

 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
the Superintendent with respect to the resignation of Emily Hurt, Girls Outdoor 
Track Assistant Coach.  The motion passed 4-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded that we accept the 
recommendation of Mr. Tarro and award the 2008 Cargo Van Bid to Metro Ford in 
the net amount not to exceed $15,468, which includes a trade-in value of $1,000 for 
the existing van. Following a question for clarification, the motion passed 4-0. 

  
New Business from School Committee. 
 
 
A question was raised regarding the BHS Athletic Hall of Fame awards dinner.  Dr. McIntyre 
agreed to get additional details for the Committee. 
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General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
March 5th  7:00 p.m. Committee on Appropriations 
 
March 6th  7:30 p.m. All Day Kindergarten 
     Strategic Planning Update 
 
March 8th    State Legislative Summit sponsored by RIASC    
  
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. Guida emphasized the necessity of communicating to the PTO’s the importance of 
supporting the full 5% increase for next year’s school budget.   
   
The Committee was provided with an extensive listing of “good deeds” from most all the schools 
as requested.   
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:17 p.m. 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 


