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Minutes of School Committee Meeting 12/21/06 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, December 21, 
2006 at the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  Present 
were Mr. Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg, Mrs. Eddins, Mr. Hasenfus, Mr. Tarro, Dr. Calise 
and Mr. Malafronte.   
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mr. Guida commended the School Committee for the tremendous amount of time and effort they 
have put into the Superintendent search the past few weeks.  
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special School Committee meeting of 12/05/06 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the Executive Session 
School Committee meeting minutes of 12/05/06 as written.  It was noted that the 
minutes were sealed and no votes were taken at this meeting.  The motion passed 5-
0. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special School Committee meeting of 12/06/06 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the Executive Session 
School Committee meeting minutes of 12/06/06 as written.  It was noted that the 
minutes were sealed and no votes were taken at this meeting.  The motion passed 5-
0. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular School Committee meeting of 12/07/06 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 12/07/06 as written.  It was noted 
that the minutes were sealed and no votes were taken at this meeting.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 

 
Approval of Financials 
 
Financials were not available for approval this evening. 
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Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. John Gray, with the assistance of Mr. Joseph Hurley and Mr. Michael Messore, highlighted 
the main sections of the High School SALT Visit Team Report which addressed:  1) How well 
do students learn at Barrington High School, 2) How well does teaching at Barrington High 
School affect learning, and 3) How well does Barrington High School support learning and 
teaching.  Mr. Gray read the following excerpts from the SALT Visit Report which summarize 
the findings in the report: 
 
“Barrington High School does not rest on its accomplishments; instead, it deliberately 
considers its performance and recognizes many “works in progress” to move forward.  
These include continuing curriculum revision, strengthening the student advisory 
program, and resolving the issue of common planning time.  Additionally challenges 
include continuing support for all teachers to provide increasingly effective instruction, 
engaging all students in active and effective learning, and maintaining its focus on student 
learning, excellence, and continuous improvement.” 
 
“Barrington High School is a recognized leader in secondary education.  Your school 
community should continue to maintain its high level of achievement and strive for further 
excellence.  Continue to set high expectations for your students, teachers, staff, and 
administrators.” 
 
All members of the School Committee applauded the leadership team at the High School and the 
faculty for the outstanding work they do which resulted in the outstanding SALT Visit Report.  It 
was the consensus of the Committee that Mr. Guida, on behalf of the entire School Committee, 
send an email to the entire High School staff to commend them for the outstanding work they do. 
 
Mr. Gray presented a brief update on the status of the High School with regard to the status of 
the NEASC Report (New England Association of Schools and Colleges) and the future direction 
of the school in preparation for the next evaluation in 2010.  A copy of the document used for the 
basis of this presentation was distributed to the School Committee.  Discussion took place 
regarding various aspects of the update.  Mr. Guida suggested that within the next year or so the 
School Committee review the District’s mission statement as part of the Strategic Planning 
process in response to a concern raised by Mrs. Eddins and Mr. Hasenfus with regard to the High 
School Mission statement.   
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
Mr. Gray noted that no specific plans were in place to publicly recognize the High School 
faculty for the outstanding job that they do; however, he stated that he thanks his staff every day 
for the outstanding work they do.  This was in response to a question from a member of the 
audience and Mr. Hasenfus. 
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There was no Old Business from Superintendent and Staff. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
A discussion of School Committee policies was tabled. 
 
Mr. Guida presented a brief update on the status of the Superintendent search. He stated that the 
Committee would engage in an Executive Session this evening to discuss the next step in the 
process and that hopefully a successful candidate will be identified before the end of January.   
 
Mr. Hasenfus suggested the Committee discuss “community engagement” ideas that were 
communicated to the Committee by the Superintendent candidates at an upcoming School 
Committee meeting (hopefully at the January 18th meeting). 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the recommendation 
of the Interim Superintendent with regard to the appointments of the following 
coaches/advisors: 

 
 Sasha Blake, Assistant Coach Girls Basketball/Head Freshman 
 Bryan Caswell, International Club Advisor 
 Kenneth Fogarty, Assistant Boys Ice Hockey 
 Plinio German, Assistant Wrestling Coach 
 Emily Hurt, Assistant Coach Girls Indoor Track 
 Holly Morris, Fastpitch Softball Coach 
 
 The motion passed 5-0. 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the recommendation 
of the Interim Superintendent with respect to the following requests for Leaves of 
Absence: 

 
 Jodi Cabral, MS, Special Education 
 Doniell Remington, SO, Special Education 
  
 The motion passed 5-0. 
 

Mrs. Eddins enthusiastically moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the 
creation of the Chinese Club.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of the Athletic Trainer Bid: 

  
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro with regard to awarding the bid.  Following some discussion, it was 
suggested that approval of the bid be tabled until they received a tabulation sheet 
and additional information from Mr. Tarro.  Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston 
seconded to table approval of the bid until the next School Committee Meeting.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 

New Business from School Committee 
 
Discussion took place regarding which Committee members would attend the upcoming NSBA 
Annual Conference.  The Committee was mindful of budget restraints and agreed to have the 
district fund all expenses for one member of the Committee and to pay the registration fees only 
for the other members who wished to attend.  It was noted that the past practice of the 
Committee has had members attending the conference on a four-year rotating basis.  It was 
further mentioned that the Board of Regents presently funds most of Mr. Guida’s expenses for 
this conference due to his capacity as Vice Chair of the Board of Regents.  Following much 
discussion:  
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to authorize the district to pay all 
expenses for Mrs. Oberg to attend the conference and to also pay the registration 
fees only for Mr. Hasenfus and Mr. Guida to attend.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
January 4th 5:30 p.m. Meeting Re:  State Aid Formula with Other Suburban School  
    Districts 
 
January 4th  7:30 p.m. Budget Input Building Principals 
 
Mr. Malafronte noted that the principals have been instructed to consider reductions or 
elimination of programs if they are requesting additions to their school programs. 
 
January 17th   RI Interlocal Risk Management Trust Dinner Meeting  
 
January 20th   RIASC for new School Committee Members and/or refresher 
  
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No one raised any issues at this time. 
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Mr. Tarro presented a brief update on the Feasibility Study conducted by the Joint Finance 
Committee regarding the state aid formula.  The Joint Finance Committee will be holding public 
hearings in January for School Committee members and the public to attend to provide 
testimony and input regarding this issue. 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
8:52 p.m. and go into Executive Session pursuant to Sections 42-46-5(a)(1) and 42-
46-5(a)(2) for Collective Bargaining and Litigation and Personnel, specifically for 
Personnel regarding the Superintendent search.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to adjourn the Executive Session 
at 9:53 p.m. and to seal the minutes and report that no votes were taken.  The 
motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to adjourn the regular meeting at 
9:54 p.m.  The motion passed 5-0.  
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