
SCHOOL COMMITTEE Page 1 
BARRINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BARRINGTON, RHODE ISLAND 
 
Minutes of School Committee Meeting 02/01/07 
 
A regular meeting of the Barrington School Committee was held on Thursday, February 1, 2007 
at the Administration Office.  Mr. Guida called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Present were 
Mr. Guida, Mrs. Thurston, Mrs. Oberg,  Mrs. Eddins, Mr. Hasenfus, Mr. Tarro, Dr. Calise and 
Mr. Malafronte.   
 
Achievement Recognition 
 
Mr. Malafronte was proud to announce that six High School seniors have been selected as 
candidates for the Presidential Scholars Program.  The students selected for this prestigious 
award are as follows:  Colin Brody, Thomas Campbell, Sarah Cohen, Michael Ding, Alesandra 
Suuberg and Daniel Zheng.  Mr. Guida asked Mr. Gray to convey congratulations to all the 
students on behalf of the School Committee. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special School Committee meeting of 01/05/07 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.   
Mrs. Oberg abstained as she was not present at that meeting. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
special School Committee meeting of 01/16/07 as written.  The motion passed 4-0.   
Mrs. Oberg abstained as she was not present at that meeting. 
 

Mr. Guida noted that both special meetings related to site visits of candidates for the 
Superintendent search. 

 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular School Committee meeting of 01/18/07 as written.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 01/05/07 as written.  The motion 
passed 4-0.   Mrs. Oberg abstained as she was not present at that meeting. 
 
Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 01/16/07 as written.  The motion 
passed 4-0.   Mrs. Oberg abstained as she was not present at that meeting. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the minutes of the 
Executive Session School Committee meeting of 01/18/07 as written.  The motion 
passed 5-0. 
 

Mr. Guida noted that no votes were taken at that meeting. 
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Approval of Financials 
 
Upon review and discussion of the December financial reports: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to approve the expenditures for 
December in the amount of $4,283,877.25.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Information and Proposals 
 
Mr. Guida read the following statement: 
 
It is our unhappy task to act tonight on the recommendation of the Interim Superintendent 
regarding the non-renewal of the contracts of a substantial number of non-tenured teachers.  A 
few words are in order prior to undertaking this matter. 
 
Under Rhode Island law, non-tenured teachers whose services will not be required for the 
following school year must be notified of that fact on or before March 1.  In the absence of 
notice before March 1, a teacher's contract is automatically renewed.  Obviously, as a 
Committee, we do not know with any certainty in February the extent to which lack of funding 
will necessitate curtailment of programs and staff during the next fiscal year.  This is a problem 
in the best of times.  In these times of extreme financial uncertainty, the problem is 
correspondingly more difficult. 
 
Certainly, we owe a duty to the taxpayers to act in such a manner as will insure maximum 
flexibility to respond to cuts in state and local funding, should they occur.  For this reason, we 
will have to give notice to all teachers whose services may conceivably not be required next 
year.  We are hopeful, as we have advised the teachers involved, that a substantial number of 
them will end up teaching for us, but we must err on the side of caution. 
 
Under the "Teachers' Tenure" statute, a teacher who is notified that his or her contract will not be 
renewed may request a statement of cause for non-renewal.  This Committee will respond to 
such requests, of course, at the appropriate time.  Thereafter, the teacher may, if he or she 
desires, request a hearing before the full Committee in accordance with Section 16-13-4 of the 
statute. 
 
We will now proceed.  The Interim Superintendent has recommended that the contracts of 
twenty-five (25) teachers (list attached and made a part of the minutes of the meeting) not be 
renewed for the 2007-2008 school year and that they be so notified. 
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Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded that we adopt the 
recommendation of the Interim Superintendent and that the Interim 
Superintendent be directed to notify the teachers named that their contracts 
will not be renewed for the 2007-2008 school year.   The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mr. Malafronte and Mr. Tarro presented the draft 2007 – 2008 budget to the School Committee 
for their consideration and direction based upon direction received from the Committee at the 
last School Committee meeting.  Mr. Malafronte noted that two major goals were established in 
developing the budget:  1) developing an operating budget within the legislative cap, and 2) 
maintaining current programs and student/teacher ratios.  Much discussion took place regarding 
various items in the budget by both the School Committee and members of the audience.  
Discussion will continue at the budget workshop on February 8th.   The Committee commended 
Mr. Malafronte and Mr. Tarro for the excellent job they did in preparing the budget. 
 
General Public Discussion and Information 
 
No one raised any issues at this time. 
 
There was no Old Business from the Superintendent and Staff. 
 
Old Business from School Committee 
 
Mr. Guida stated that the School Committee was looking forward to working with the newly 
appointed Superintendent, Dr. Robert McIntyre, who would officially start on July 1, 2007.   
 
There was no discussion regarding community engagement. 
 
New Business from Superintendent and Staff 
 

Mr. Hasenfus moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to approve the recommendation of 
the Interim Superintendent with respect to the appointment of John Furtado, SO 
and MS custodian.  The motion passed 5-0. 

 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Eddins seconded to approve the recommendation of 
the Interim Superintendent with respect to the request for leave of absence for Gail 
Klostermeyer, HS, Science and the resignation of Amy Herlihy, Assistant Boys 
Track Coach.  The motion passed 5-0. 
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Following Mr. Tarro’s overview of two bids: 
 

Mrs. Oberg moved and Mrs. Thurston seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro to award the Bussette Bid to DATTCO in an amount not to exceed 
$40,253.49, which is the net price less the trade, and was the lowest qualified 
evaluated bidder.  The motion passed 5-0.   
 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mrs. Oberg seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro to award the Maintenance Vehicle Bid to Flood Ford of Narragansett in 
an amount not to exceed $15,902.00, which was the lowest qualified evaluated 
bidder.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Oberg moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to accept the recommendation of 
Mr. Tarro and authorized him to transfer our old maintenance van to the 
Department of Public Works.  The motion passed 5-0.  

 
New Business from the School Committee 
 
Mr. Guida summarized The Joint Committee to Establish a Permanent Education Foundation 
Aid Formula for Rhode Island meeting in response to Mr. Hasenfus’ request.  A copy of the 
Power Point presentation presented at the meeting entitled “Overview of Rhode Island Adequacy 
Study Results” will be distributed to all School Committee members. 
 
General Discussion to Guide Future Recommendations 
 
February 8h  7:30 p.m. Budget Workshop 
 
February 15th  7:30 p.m. Student Achievement:  Meeting the Needs of All   
     Learners @ PH 
     Differentiating Instruction & Enrichment 
 
General Public Discussion and Information  
 
A member of the audience expressed her appreciation to the School Committee for their time and 
commitment to the Superintendent search. 
 
No Executive Session was necessary. 

 
Mrs. Thurston moved and Mr. Hasenfus seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
The motion passed 5-0.   
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