
Lakeland Regional High School 
Important Calculator Information 

 

A calculator is an integral tool in the mathematics classroom.  Graphing 
calculators allow students to dive deeper into mathematical concepts.  Their 
capabilities surpass a more basic calculator, as well as provide visuals to 
accompany the learning process.  Lakeland Regional High School 
recommends its students purchase the TI-84 graphing calculator.   

During class, students should practice with a calculator they will use on 
formal assessments.  Many teachers do not permit the use of cell phone 
calculators during assessments.  National tests, including the PSAT, SAT, and 
ACT, consider using a smart phone calculator cheating; smart phone 
calculator use will result in removal from the testing room without scoring the 
test or providing a refund.  To ensure efficiency with the calculator, please 
encourage your child to bring the calculator to class regularly.   

 

Why the TI-84 Graphing Calculator? 

The TI Graphing Calculator is a tool that will remain integrated throughout the high school mathematics 
education.  The TI-84 graphing calculator is a “superior” product when compared to the TI-83 Graphing 
Calculator.  Additionally, teacher computer stations are equipped with a TI-84 Graphing Calculator 
emulator, which the Lakeland Regional High School math teachers integrate into lessons and activities.  

 

Why shouldn’t I purchase the TI-83+ Graphing Calculator? 

While the TI-83 Graphing Calculator may be the cheaper option, that calculator is “outdated.”  Texas 
Instruments has released calculator updates, similar to a smart phone operating system. Texas Instruments 
does not release updates for the TI-83 series.  Additionally, the TI-84 graphing calculator comes default 
with helpful options including “math print” and clearer instructions for pre-installed math program, which 
together make it easier for students to use and understand.     

 

What if I have a different type of calculator? 

Any graphing calculator is a valuable asset; however the TI Graphing Calculator series is a preferred one 
among the education community, including in our classrooms and textbooks.  Students using different 
brands of calculators may need to seek additional resources to learn how to efficiently use their calculators.   

 

If you have any questions about calculators, please contact Ken McCurnin at 973-835-1900 ext. 734, or 
send an email to kmccurnin@lakeland.k12.nj.us. 


