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4TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS  
 

READING  
 
4.1  Fourth-grade students will acquire reading skills and fluency to gain information and ideas, 

while using strategies for constructing meaning that connect what is read to present 
understandings so as to build a strong foundation for growth as lifelong learners.  

 
4.1.1  Develop reading proficiency.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.1.1  Read narrative and expository text with grade-appropriate fluency, accuracy, and 

comprehension, adjusting to the difficulty and type of text.  
4.1.1.2  Read narrative and expository text aloud with appropriate pacing, intonation, and 

expression.  
4.1.1.3  Read independently.  
 
4.1.2  Build an extensive vocabulary.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.2.1  Determine meaning through context.  
4.1.2.2  Apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, synonyms, and antonyms, to 

determine word meaning and the meaning of phrases.  
4.1.2.3  Use knowledge of common roots and affixes to analyze the meaning of complex 

words.  
4.1.2.4  Recognize and explain words with multiple meanings.  
4.1.2.5  Show how to use the thesaurus, dictionary, and glossary to determine related words 

and concepts.  
4.1.2.6  Identify the meaning of abbreviations.  
 
4.1.3  Comprehend what is read.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.3.1  Apply pre-reading strategies and set a purpose to aid in comprehension.  
4.1.3.2  Apply post-reading skills, including reflecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions.  
4.1.3.3  Comprehend using structural patterns within informational text, such as compare and 

contrast, cause and effect, and sequential or chronological order.  
4.1.3.4  Identify the main ideas and supporting details of a text.  



4.1.3.5  Explain the author’s perspective and mood.  
4.1.3.6  Understand similes, metaphors, and analogies.  
 
4.1.4  Read for a purpose.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.4.1  Interpret and apply information in the title, table of contents, illustrations, chapter 

headings, and glossary.  
4.1.4.2  Identify a topic and gather information from various sources.  
4.1.4.3  Apply information to specific tasks and understandings, such as those relating to a 

future career.  
 
4.1.5  Distinguish types of text.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.5.1  Recognize the text features and purposes of fiction, poetry, and drama.  
4.1.5.2  Distinguish between fact and opinion in expository text.  
4.1.5.3  Identify and explain connections between ideas, information, and relationships in 

fiction and nonfiction works; between text ideas and own experiences; and between 
ideas and cultural and historic time frames.  

4.1.5.4  Examine the theme and organizing structure of texts.  
4.1.5.5  Tell how dialogue contributes to a story.  
4.1.5.6  Recognize information located on electronic files.  
4.1.5.7  Identify primary and secondary sources.  
 

LITERATURE  
 
4.2  Fourth-grade students will understand and appreciate, as appropriate for their age, the 

structure and intent of literature, as well as techniques used to transmit ideas and evoke 
responses in ways that reflect cultures and eras, express creations of the human imagination, 
and connect with their own lives and experiences.  

 
4.2.1  Examine the content and structure of literary text.  
  
The student will be able to…  
4.2.1.1  Recognize differences among various types of fiction and nonfiction.  
4.2.1.2  Differentiate between structural differences of various imaginative forms of 

literature, including fantasies, fables, myths, legends, and fairy tales.  
4.2.1.3  Differentiate between first- and third-person narrations.  
4.2.1.4 Describe aspects of history and culture included or referenced in literary works.  
4.2.1.5  Identify the use of humor in literature.  
 
4.2.2  Demonstrate the ability to understand and interpret grade-level literary text.  
 
The student will be able to…  



4.2.2.1  Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of each event on 
future actions.  

4.2.2.2  Use knowledge of the situation and setting, as well as of a character’s traits and 
motivations, to determine the causes for the character’s actions.  

4.2.2.3  Summarize a text they have read.  
4.2.2.4  Read to increase an understanding of self, own culture, and other cultures.  
4.2.2.5  Recognize settings of other time periods, comparing and contrasting with today.  
4.2.2.6  Demonstrate the ability to follow directions.  
 
4.2.3  Listen to, read, and respond to a wide variety of literature of varying complexity.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.3.1  Contrast and compare contemporary and traditional literature written in a variety of 

genres.  
4.2.3.2  Contrast and compare tales from different cultures by tracing the exploits of one 

character type.  
 

WRITING  
 
4.3  Fourth-grade students will write clearly to convey an intended message and meaning aimed at a 

variety of audiences in assorted styles, applying standard grammar and syntax and making use 
of word-processing technologies.  

4.3.1  Demonstrate knowledge and proper use of language conventions, such as spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and penmanship.  

 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.1.1  Combine short, related sentences with appositives, adjectives, adverbs, and 

prepositional phrases.  
4.3.1.2  Use regular and irregular verbs, maintaining agreement of each verb with its subject.  
4.3.1.3  Use commas in direct quotations and in a series and apostrophes in the possessive 

case of nouns and in contractions.  
4.3.1.4  Capitalize the names of magazines, books, and works of art, musical compositions, 

organizations, holidays, names of cities and countries, and the first word in 
quotations.  

4.3.1.5  Correctly spell roots, inflections, suffixes, prefixes, and syllable constructions.  
4.3.1.6  Use a dictionary to verify correct spelling.  
4.3.1.7  Write smoothly and legibly in cursive, spacing letters, words, and sentences 

appropriately, focusing on readability.  
4.3.1.8  Demonstrate age-appropriate keyboarding skills.  
 
4.3.2  Apply the steps of the writing process.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.2.1  Talk with peers about topics and ideas.  
4.3.2.2  Articulate the theme and purpose of an intended writing project.  



4.3.2.3  Use a pre-writing map or story elements outline to organize thoughts prior to writing.  
4.3.2.4  Select a focus, an organizational structure, and a point of view based upon purpose, 

audience, length, and format requirements.  
4.3.2.5  Use strategies, such as varying sentence length, to add interest to writing.  
4.3.2.6  Work alone and with peers to edit, revise, and proofread drafts.  
4.3.2.7  Establish goals for writing improvement.  
 
4.3.3  Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and audiences.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.3.1  Create multiple-paragraph compositions including an introductory paragraph, a 

central theme with a topic sentence near the beginning of the first paragraph, 
supporting paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  

4.3.3.2  Use declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences.  
4.3.3.3  Use transitional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause 

and effect, similarity and difference, posing and answering a question).  
 
4.3.4  Explore and use a variety of types of writing, such as narrative, expository, and 

persuasive texts.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.4.1  Explore sources to prepare a written report.  
4.3.4.2  Write narrative compositions.  
4.3.4.3  Write expository, persuasive, comparison-contrast, how-to and descriptive 

paragraphs.  
4.3.4.4  Write responses to literature, demonstrating an understanding of the literary work.  
4.3.4.5  Compose letters using proper format.  
4.3.4.6  Write about a personal experiences.  
4.3.4.7  Generate informal writings for various purposes. 
  
4.3.5  Investigate topics of interest and importance, selecting appropriate media sources and 

research processes, while demonstrating ethical use of materials.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.5.1  Identify keywords and questions to establish a focus and purpose for inquiry.  
4.3.5.2  Use various reference materials (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, card catalog, 

encyclopedia, online information) as an aid to writing.  
4.3.5.3  Locate information in reference texts using organizational features (indexes, table of 

contents, and appendixes).  
4.3.5.4  Take notes and organize them.  
4.3.5.5  Use visuals to enhance and explain writing.  
4.3.5.6  Understand the organization of almanacs, newspapers, and periodicals and how to use 

these materials.  
 



SPEAKING, LISTENING, AND VIEWING (MEDIA 
LITERACY)  
 
4.4  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate the ability to use good speaking, listening, and viewing 

skills in sending, receiving, understanding, and evaluating messages.  
 
4.4.1  Communicate effectively using oral, visual, and multimedia forms in ways 

appropriate to topic, context, audience, and purpose.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.4.1.1  Listen for enjoyment or information.  
4.4.1.2  Demonstrate appropriate listening behavior.  
4.4.1.3  Ask and answer questions, as appropriate, in oral settings.  
4.4.1.4  Interact with peers to develop, present, and apply concepts and ideas.  
4.4.1.5  Use discussion strategies effectively.  
4.4.1.6  Give precise directions and instructions.  
4.4.1.7  Demonstrate the ability to follow directions.  
4.4.1.8  Present a speech using effective introductions and conclusions together with the topic 

to guide and inform the listener.  
4.4.1.9  Use traditional structures, such as logic and sequence to convey information.  
4.4.1.10 Emphasize points that help the listener or viewer follow ideas and concepts.  
4.4.1.11  Use volume, pitch, phrasing, pace, modulation, eye contact, and gestures 

appropriately.  
 
4.4.2  Evaluate the significance, accuracy, and appropriateness of ideas presented in oral, 

visual, and multimedia communications.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.4.2.1  Summarize spoken messages, distinguishing between fact and opinion.  
4.4.2.2  Discuss how language usages reflect regions and cultures.  
4.4.2.3  Evaluate the role of the media in focusing attention on events and in forming 

opinions.  
4.4.2.4  Identify elements used to persuade.  
4.4.2.5  Identify own communication strengths and weaknesses and sets goals for 

improvement.  
 

LATIN  
 
4.5  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate a knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the 

culture, norms, and language of the ancient Romans.  
 
4.5.1  Use Latin to develop an understanding of customs, arts, literature, history, and 

geography associated with its use.  
 



The student will be able to…  
4.5.1.1  Identify symbols associated with the ancient Roman culture.  
4.5.1.2  Tell of contributions made by persons living in ancient Rome.  
4.5.1.3  Compare English and Latin, finding derivatives for given Latin vocabulary words.  
 
4.5.2  Apply Latin to make connections and reinforce knowledge and skills across academic, 

vocational, and technical disciplines.  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.5.2.1  Give simple directions in Latin (Ex. Stand, sit, let us pray)  
4.5.2.2  Comprehend the meaning of short Latin phrases.  
4.5.2.3  Translate short phrases and sentences from Latin to English and English to Latin.  
4.5.2.4  Perform using Latin such as reciting prayers and singing songs.  
4.5.2.5  Recite Latin phrases found throughout American society (Ex. Alma mater, semper 

fidelis, etc.)  
4.5.2.6  Investigate careers in which the target language might be used. 

  



4th GRADE MATHEMATICS STANDARDS  
 

4.1 NUMERATION AND NUMBER SENSE  
 
4.1.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will demonstrate the place value of whole numbers through 

1,000,000,000.  
 
4.1.1.1  Read and write numbers (in digits and words) to 100,000,000.  
4.1.1.2  Identify place value in numbers to 100,000,000.  
4.1.1.3  Read and write money amounts (in digits and words) to $99,999.99.  
4.1.1.4  Compare numbers to 10,000.  
4.1.1.5  Order 2-, 3-, and 4-digit numbers and represents 2-, 3-, and 4- digit numbers using 

concrete materials and pictures.  
4.1.1.6  Identify ordinal position, odd/even numbers, dozen and ½ dozen.  
4.1.1.7  Read and write Roman Numerals.  
 
4.1.2  By the end of fourth grade, students will write and illustrate equivalences of whole numbers in 

expanded form, decimals, and fractions.  
 
4.1.2.1  Write numbers in expanded form, such as 681 = 600 + 80 + 1.  
4.1.2.2  Write mixed numbers as fractions and decimals as improper fractions; changes 

improper fractions to whole or mixed numbers; and find equivalent fractions and find 
equivalent fractions by multiplying.  

4.1.2.3  Simplify fraction answers (reduces); rename fractions; and find common 
denominators.  

4.1.2.4  Write tenths and hundredths using common and decimal fractions and fraction 
number sentences that equal one.  

4.1.2.5  Add and subtract fractions and mixed numbers and add and subtract fractions with 
unlike denominators.  

4.1.2.6  Set up and add and subtract decimal numbers.  
 
4.1.3  By the end of fourth grade, students will describe and apply relationships between whole 

numbers by order, comparison, and operation.  
 
4.1.3.1  Order and compare whole numbers by using the symbols <,>, and =.  
4.1.3.2  Act out, draw pictures of, and write number sentences to show addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division.  
4.1.3.3  Show addition, subtraction, and multiplication on a number line. 
   
4.1.4  By the end of fourth grade, students will identify examples of positive and negative numbers 

and zero.  
 
4.1.4.1  Add positive and negative numbers.  
 



4.1.5  By the end of fourth grade, students will make change and count out in amounts up to $10.00.  
 
4.1.5.1  Count money, compare the values of sets of coins, and write money amounts using a 

cents sign and a dollar sign.  
4.1.5.2  Select coins for a given amount.  
4.1.5.3  Make change for $1.00, $5.00, and $10.00 and solve problems with sales tax.  
 

4.2  COMPUTATION/ESTIMATION  
 
4.2.1.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will estimate, add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole 

numbers without calculators and solve word problems.  
 
4.2.1.1  Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100, and 1,000; estimate sums and differences; and 

use estimation to check the reasonableness of calculated results.  
4.2.1.2  Identify factors, multiples of a number, prime numbers, and find square numbers and 

square roots of perfect squares.  
4.2.1.3  Master addition and subtraction facts to 18 and master multiplication and division 

facts.  
4.2.1.4  Write addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division fact families.  
4.2.1.5  Add and subtract using mental computation.  
4.2.1.6  Add 3 or more single and multi-digit numbers.  
4.2.1.7  Add and subtract 2 and 3 digit numbers.  
4.2.1.8  Add and subtract whole numbers and money amounts (decimals) to $99,999.99.  
4.2.1.9  Choose correct operation to solve addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division 

word problems.  
4.2.1.10  Identify missing addends and a missing digit in an addition problem.  
4.2.1.11  Check subtraction using addition and division using multiplication.  
4.2.1.12  Multiply using mental computation and multiplication algorithm.  
4.2.1.13  Multiply and estimate answers for 2- and 3- digit numbers.  
4.2.1.14  Multiply and estimate answers for two-digit and three-digit by 2-digit numbers.  
4.2.1.15  Find multiples and percents.  
4.2.1.16  Multiply 3 factors and exponents (squares and cubes).  
4.2.1.17  Divide by 10, 2- and 3- digit multiples of 10 by a 1-digit number and divide a 2-digit 

number by a 1-digit number.  
4.2.1.18  Simplify expressions containing parentheses and expressions containing addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and division; and solve two-step equations.  
4.2.1.19  Apply problem solving strategies (act out or use objects, make a picture or diagram, 

use or make a table, make an organized list, guess and check, use or look for a pattern, 
work backwards, and determine extraneous information).  

 

4.3 MEASUREMENT  
 
4.3.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will estimate, measure, and solve word problems using 

metric units for linear measure, area, capacity, mass/weight, and temperature.  



 
4.3.1.1  Estimate length and distance; measure length and distance using non-standard units.  
4.3.1.2  Measure length using customary units to the nearest inch, half inch, quarter inch, 

foot, and yard.  
4.3.1.3  Draw line segments using metric units to the nearest millimeter, centimeter, and 

meter.  
4.3.1.4  Identify units of mass: customary or metric units; estimate mass, capacity, and area.  
4.3.1.5  Weigh objects using customary or metric units.  
4.3.1.6  Order units by capacity.  
4.3.1.7  Measure capacity using standard units.  
4.3.1.8  Compare and order objects by size (area).  
4.3.1.9  Estimate temperature.  
4.3.1.10  Read a Fahrenheit or Celsius thermometer to the nearest degree.  
4.3.1.11  Identify common temperatures (boiling and freezing points, normal body 

temperature).  
4.3.1.12  Find area using non-standard units and find the area of a rectangle; the perimeter of a 

polygon; and the volume of a rectangular prism.  
 
4.3.2  By the end of fourth grade, students will tell and write the correct time to the minute using 

digital and analog clocks.  
 
4.3.2.1  Tell time to the hour, half hour, quarter hour, 5 minutes, and minute.  
4.3.2.2  Find elapsed time.  
4.3.2.3  Identify a.m. and p.m. as well as noon and midnight.  
4.3.2.4  Identify equivalent units of time.  
 
4.3.3  By the end of fourth grade, students will use a calendar to solve problems.  
 
4.3.3.1  Write the date using words and digits and solve problems using a calendar.  
 

4.4  GEOMETRY/SPATIAL CONCEPTS  
 
4.4.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will identify, describe, and create two-and three-

dimensional geometric shapes.  
 
4.4.1.1  Identify, describe, and classify polygons.  
4.4.1.2  Identify and draw congruent lines and shapes.  
4.4.1.3  Identify and sort geometric shapes by attribute.  
4.4.1.4  Identify and show transformations.  
4.4.1.5  Identify faces, vertices, and edges of a geometric solid.  
4.4.1.6  Construct a geometric solid.  
 
4.4.2  By the end of fourth grade, students will identify and draw points, lines, line segments, rays, 

and angles.  
 



4.4.2.1  Name line segments.  
4.4.2.2  Identify horizontal, vertical, and oblique line segments.  
4.4.2.3  Identify and draw a line of symmetry.  
4.4.2.4  Identify parallel, intersecting, and perpendicular lines and line segments.  
4.4.2.5  Identify right, obtuse, and acute angles.  
4.4.2.6  Name triangles by shape.  
 

4.5  DATA ANALYSIS, PROBABILITY, AND 
STATISTICAL CONCEPTS  
 
4.5.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will collect, organize, record, and interpret data and 

describe the findings.  
 
4.5.1.1  Collect, organizes, and interpret data in tables, charts, and graphs (bar graphs, line 

graphs, and pictographs).  
4.5.1.2  Describe the likelihood of an event.  
4.5.1.3  Predict the outcome of a probability experiment.  
4.5.1.4  Determine the fairness of a game.  
4.5.1.5  Conduct a probability experiment.  
 

4.6  ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS  
 
4.6.1  By the end of fourth grade, students will use and interpret variables and mathematical symbols 

to solve equations.  
 
4.6.1.1  Identify the missing shape or number in a matrix.  
4.6.1.2  Identify a function rule and the missing number in a sequence.  
4.6.1.3  Identify the missing shape or design in a repeating pattern.  
 
 

4TH GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
CURRICULUM 
 

MOVEMENT SKILLS  
 
4.1  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate the motor skills and movement patterns needed to 

perform a variety of physical activities as well as the knowledge of movement concepts, 
principles, and strategies that apply to learning and performing physical activities.  

 
4.1.1  Movement Concepts  
 
The student will be able to…  



4.1.1.1  Evidence agility in movement sequences.  
4.1.1.2  Demonstrate the ability to make changes in performance based on feedback.  
4.1.1.3  Describe ways movement concepts such as time, space, effort, and relationships can 

be used to refine movement skills.  
4.1.1.4  Move with changes in speed in straight, curved, and zigzag patterns.  
4.1.1.5  Differentiate between offense and defense when playing games.  
4.1.1.6  Engage in outdoor physical fitness activities.  
 
4.1.2  Body Management  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.2.1  Demonstrate the ability to transfer weight along and over equipment with good body 

control.  
4.1.2.2  Demonstrate simple balance stunts with a partner while sharing a common base of 

support.  
4.1.2.3  Change directions quickly to maintain and then increase the spacing between two 

players.  
 
4.1.3  Locomotor Movement  
The student will be able to…  
4.1.3.1  Demonstrate various rolls, including the log roll, shoulder roll, and forward roll, and a 

stationary balance position after each roll.  
4.1.3.2  Demonstrate the ability to combine shapes, levels, pathways, and locomotor patterns 

smoothly into repeatable sequences. 
  
4.1.4  Manipulative Skills   
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.4.1  Show how to throw overhand at increasingly smaller targets, using proper follow-

through.  
4.1.4.2  Demonstrate throwing and catching an object with a partner when both partners are 

moving.  
4.1.4.3  Demonstrate how to serve a ball underhand and how to volley a tossed ball, using 

underhand, forehand, and forearm movement.  
4.1.4.4  Show how to throw a flying disk for distance, using the backhand movement pattern.  
4.1.4.5  Demonstrate catching a fly ball above the head, below the waist, and away from the 

body.  
4.1.4.6  Show how to kick a stationary ball from the ground into the air and to a moving 

partner.  
4.1.4.7  Demonstrate how to punt a ball dropped from the hands.  
4.1.4.8  Show how to stop a kicked ball.  
4.1.4.9  Demonstrate how to foot-dribble or hand-dribble away from a defensive partner.  
4.1.4.10 Explain and show how to manipulate an object using a long-handled implement.  
 
4.1.5  Rhythmic Skills  
 



The student will be able to…  
4.1.5.1  Demonstrate appropriate skill and form in jumping rope.  
4.1.5.2  Demonstrate a series of square-dance steps or folk-dance steps, such as grapevine, 

schottische, and step-together-step.  
 

PHYSICAL FITNESS FOR LIFE  
 
4.2  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, principles, and 

strategies and assess and maintain a level of physical fitness to improve health and 
performance.  

 
4.2.1  Fitness Concepts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.1.1  Explain the value of taking part in daily moderate to vigorous physical activities 

while selecting physical activities that provide enjoyment and challenge.  
4.2.1.2  Recognize opportunities for physical activity in the community such as Little League 

and Park and Recreation activities.  
4.2.1.3  Identify components of health-related fitness such as strength, endurance, and 

flexibility.  
4.2.1.4  Practice safe and proper physical fitness strategies, including safe use of exercise 

equipment.  
4.2.1.5  Describe healthy choices for meals and snacks that help improve physical 

performance.  
4.2.1.6  Explain why the body needs water before, during, and after physical activity, and 

why it needs rest and sleep in recovering from exercise.  
  
4.2.2  Aerobic Capacity  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.2.1  Differentiate between aerobic and anaerobic activities, explaining the benefits of each.  
4.2.2.2  Tell why a strong heart is able to return quickly to its resting rate following physical 

exertion.  
4.2.2.3  Take part for several days each week and for increasing periods of time in continuous 

moderate to vigorous physical activities at the appropriate intensity to increase 
aerobic capacity.  

4.2.2.4  Identify perceived exertion; also record heartbeats for short intervals to compute 
personal heart rate per minute.  

 
4.2.3  Muscular Strength and Endurance  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.3.1  Tell how strengthening major muscles can improve performance at work and play.  
4.2.3.2  Differentiate between muscular strength and muscular endurance.  
4.2.3.3  Explain the correct form to push and pull heavy objects.  



4.2.3.4  Assess and record changes in aerobic capacity and muscular strength, using 
scientifically based health-related physical fitness assessments, meeting or exceeding 
minimum requirements.  

 
4.2.4  Flexibility  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.4.1  Describe and demonstrate appropriate warm-up and cool down exercises for particular 

physical activities.  
4.2.4.2  Describe the value of and demonstrate increased flexibility when participating in 

physical activity.  
 
4.2.5 Body Composition  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.5.1  Explain the benefits of maintaining body composition within the healthy fitness 

zone.  
4.2.5.2  Identify foods that enhance a healthy heart and that provide energy for physical 

activity.  
 
4.3  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate and apply knowledge of personal and sociological 

concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to learning and performing physical activities.  
  
4.3.1  Self-Responsibility  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.1.1  Comply with rules, regulations, and procedures.  
4.3.1.2  Display a willingness to assume leadership responsibilities.  
4.3.1.3  Demonstrate responsibility for one’s own performance without blaming others; win 

or lose with dignity and respect.  
 
4.3.2  Social Interaction  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.2.1  Demonstrate a desire to include others in physical activities while respecting 

individual differences in skill and motivation.  
4.3.2.2  Show how to solve a problem with another person during a physical activity.  
 
4.3.3  Group Dynamics  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.3.1  Acknowledge and respect a teammate’s or opponent’s skill, use of strategies, or 

cooperation in teamwork.  
4.3.3.2  Understand and appreciate sports and games popular among other cultures. 

  



4TH GRADE RELIGION STANDARDS  
 
By the end of Grade 4, students will be able to do the following:  
4.1  Thank God for His creating and preserving might.  
4.2  Express appreciation to God for the blessings of rebirth in Baptism.  
4.3  Describe God as holy, just, and gracious.  
44  Pray for God’s guidance in building Christian relationships.  
4.5  Acknowledge that God gives them power to forgive others.  
4.6  Rejoice that we have been restored to a peaceful relationship with God through 

Christ.  
4.7  Identify faith in Jesus as the only way to heaven.  
4.8  Acknowledge that Jesus, the Savior, is both true God and true man.  
4.9  Acknowledge that God desires all people to receive the gift of eternal life and 

salvation.  
4.10  Rely on God’s strength when they are tempted to sin.  
4.11 Explain that Jesus’ miracles demonstrated His power as God’s Son.   
4.12  Identify the means through which God equips them to overcome Satan’s power.  
4.13  Verbalize that they are saved by God’s grace and not their own good deeds.  
4.14  Articulate understanding of the meaning of the terms grace and faith.  
4.15  Discuss the four elements of prayer: confession, adoration, supplication, and 

thanksgiving.  
4.16  Confidently trusting in God’s promises to hear and respond to their prayers.  
4.17  Evidence a desire for the spiritual food offered through God’s Word.  
4.18  Acknowledge Jesus as omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent.  
4.19  Confess their sins to God, trusting that He will forgive them because of the saving 

work of His Son, Jesus.  
4.20  Express their love for God in acts of service to other people.  
4.21  Rejoice that they are justified through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  
4.22  Trust God for help, strength, and forgiveness.  
4.23  Acknowledge that at Easter Jesus proclaimed His victory over sin, death, and the 

power of the devil.  
4.24  Express reliance on Jesus’ presence and the power of the Holy Spirit for the courage 

and ability to witness the Christian faith in their daily lives.  
4.25  Acknowledge the communion of saints as a special blessing from God.  
4.26  Realize that God gives them faith and a change of heart so that they may live as His 

children.  
4.27  Express reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit to remain firm in their faith, 

knowing that even persecution and opposition can lead to further opportunities to 

spread the Gospel. 

  



4TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS  
 

GEOGRAPHY  
 
4.1  Fourth-grade students will have the opportunity to learn geographic skills, to develop their 

knowledge of the earth, and to grow in understanding and appreciation of their responsibilities 
as stewards of all the earth’s resources.  

 
4.1.1  Skill in using geographic tools helps people understand the world from a spatial 

perspective.  
  
The student will be able to …  
4.1.1.1  Use the globe to relate day and night to the rotation of the Earth on its axis.  
4.1.1.2  Identify on a globe the North and South poles, the equator and prime meridian, the 

tropics, and the hemispheres.  
4.1.1.3  Name and locate Lincoln, Nebraska and the major regions waterways and land 

features of Nebraska.  
4.1.1.4  Use map scales to measure distance and longitude and latitude to plot locations on a 

maps and globes; understand meridians and time zones, and interpret relief maps.  
4.1.1.5  Create a local map using lines, points, symbols, and an appropriate scale.  
4.1.1.6  Create and use maps, globes, and other geographic tools to gain, process, and present 

information from a geographic perspective.  
4.1.1.7  Explain how the amount of sunlight and other aspects of climate influence the 

activities of the people living in a certain region.  
4.1.1.8  Demonstrate how physical processes within the Earth affect the surface and climate.  
4.1.1.9  Locate information about a specific aspect of the geography of Nebraska and the 

United States using the Internet.  
 
4.1.2  The physical characteristics of places and regions influence where and how people 

live and work (Physical and Human systems).  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.2.1  Use maps to locate human and physical features, such as major bodies of water and 

river systems in your area, in the United States, and in the world.  
4.1.2.2  Draw a sketch map of Nebraska and include major cities and geographic features.  
4.1.2.3  Relate the agricultural and industrial regions to the location of our nation’s population 

centers.  
4.1.2.4  Describe patters of settlement and the geographic factors that influence where people 

live, giving special attention to Nebraska.  
4.1.2.5  Use physical and human geographic features to define the locations and regions in 

Nebraska.  
4.1.2.6  Discuss how different groups of people adapt the environment to meet their needs.  
4.1.2.7  Explain how the physical features of Nebraska have affected the settlement patterns 

of Nebraska.  



4.1.2.8  Describe how transportation and communication capabilities affect patters of 
settlement and economic activity.  

4.1.2.9  Compare people in urban and rural communities according to the way they meet their 
needs.  

 
4.1.3  Understanding the damage that results from mismanagement of our natural resources 

and the failure to care appropriately for the environment, responsible people practice 
good stewardship of the earth and its resources.  

 
The student will be able to …   
4.1.3.1  Locate on a map or globe the major food producing areas of the world; explain the 

relationship between latitude, climate, and human development.  
4.1.3.2  Explain the ways resources are used to meet the food, clothing, and shelter needs of 

people.  
4.1.3.3  Tell how people cooperate to preserve and wisely manage their natural resources and 

environment.  
4.1.3.4  Explain and demonstrated how technology can be used to solve environmental 

problems.  
4.1.3.5  Describe the location of important natural resources in Nebraska and analyze their 

use and the consequences of their use for Nebraska and its people.  
 
4.1.4  People use geographic knowledge to interpret the past, understand the present, and 

plan for the future.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.4.1  Describe changes that have occurred over time in the way people interact with their 

environment, giving special attention to Nebraska.  
4.1.4.2  List the characteristics of your favorite physical environment.  
4.1.4.3  Exhibit deeper knowledge of larger geographic areas.  
4.1.4.4  Identify the changes technology has brought over time.  
 

LOCAL AND UNITED STATES HISTORY  
 
4.2  Fourth-grade students will have the opportunity to develop their knowledge of their stat’s 

history in the context of United States history and to grow in their ability to understand and 
use the skills necessary to apply the lessons learned from history in their everyday lives.  

 
4.2.1  By developing research skills and learning to interpret and analyze primary and 

secondary sources, students will develop and understanding of history.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.1.1  Describe ancient civilizations, including early African kingdoms, Eurasian 

civilization, and early civilizations in the Americas.  



4.2.1.2  Report on the origins and teachings of the world’s major religions –Judaism, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam- and identify the influence of these 
religions on Nebraska.  

4.2.1.3  Name and describe the American Indian groups that inhabited Nebraska prior to 
European settlement.  

4.2.1.4  Demonstrate knowledge of the Renaissance in Europe.  
4.2.1.5  Describe the causes and effects of European colonization of the Americas.  
4.2.1.6  Describe cultural patterns in various regions of the world, and in Nebraska that are 

the results of exploration, colonization, and conflict.  
4.2.1.7  Explain the importance of the Revolutionary War in United States history as it 

affected relationships with other countries.   
4.2.1.8  Describe the individual, economic, social, and political forces leading up to the 

establishment of Nebraska and that contributed to the growth of the United States.  
4.2.1.9  Tell about the individuals, groups, and social struggles associated with the Civil war 

and their relationships to similar developments in other parts of the world.  
4.2.1.10  Describe the agricultural and industrial growth in Nebraska during the nineteenth 

century.  
4.2.1.11  Explain the political, economic, and social changes in Nebraska during the last half of 

the nineteenth century.  
4.2.1.12  Identify the causes of World War I and the changes resulting from the war.  
4.2.1.13  Trace the role of the United States in World War II.  
4.2.1.14  Identify the significant issues, events, and individuals of the twentieth century.  
4.2.1.15  Describe the changes resulting from improved technologies experienced in Nebraska, 

the nation, and the world in the twentieth century.  
4.2.1.16  Use primary and secondary source materials to research one period of Nebraska 

history, and report your findings using charts, graphs, written reports, and verbal 
communication.  

4.2.1.17  Recount events in the lives of people from the past who lived in Nebraska and 
demonstrated good character traits.  

 
4.2.2  As students study history, they develop the skills necessary for clear analysis and 

reasoned problem-solving.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.2.1  Discuss the passage of time using terms like century and decade.  
4.2.2.2  Order events on a timeline to differentiate between BCE and CE time; contrast this 

designation of time with the BC and AD designations.  
4.2.2.3  Report on the date, use, and significance of a historical artifact.  
4.2.2.4  Determine the influence of historical documents on the life of people in Nebraska.  
4.2.2.5  Locate a Web site for the study of the history of Nebraska.  
4.2.2.6  Apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information on the history of  

Nebraska acquired from a variety of sources including electronic technology.  
4.2.2.7  Construct a timeline to organize the major events in the history of Nebraska in 

chronological order.  
4.2.2.8  Identify problems faced by people of Nebraska in the past and analyze the interests 

and values of those involved and the effects on Nebraska.  



4.2.2.9  Summarize the sequence of related events in a story about the past.  
4.2.2.10 Compare life in Nebraska in the past with present-day life in Nebraska using a 

combination of historical sources.  
4.2.2.11  Distinguish fact from opinion in historical reports.  
4.2.2.12 Tell the difference between primary and secondary sources and provide example of 

illustrate the difference and the importance of each.  
4.2.2.13  Research and report on unique places, cultures, ecosystems, and communities with in 

Nebraska.  
4.2.2.14 Research and compare narratives of events occurring in Nebraska and describe cause 

and effect relationships between events.  
4.2.2.15  Analyze primary sources that provide conflicting reports of an event that occurred in 

Kearney and report their findings.  
 

SOCIETY AND CULTURE  
 
4.3  Fourth-grade students will have the opportunity to develop social and cultural knowledge and to 

appreciate all people.  
 
4.3.1  Individuals and groups cooperate to meet needs.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.3.1.1  Explain and give an example of a social institution.  
4.3.1.2  Distinguish norms from laws.  
4.3.1.3  Give examples of peer pressure.  
4.3.1.4  Recount the lives and characters of a variety of individuals prominent in the history 

of Nebraska.  
 
4.3.2  Individuals and groups deal with conflict and change as they interact with each other.  
 
4.3.2.1  Compare the social, political, cultural, and economic interactions among those living 

in Nebraska prior to the arrival of Europeans with the social, political, and economic 
interactions associated with Nebraska today.  

4.3.2.2  Explain why various cultural groups immigrated to North America, illustrate their 
contributions to life on the continent, and discuss how they have interacted with each 
other.  

4.3.2.3  Explain changes in American culture (clothing, music, architecture, costumes, and 
practices) that have occurred over time.  

4.3.2.4  Explain how people’s roles change with the passing of time.  
4.3.2.5  Compare lifestyles and products of different cultural groups in North America and 

how the groups influence each other.  
4.3.2.6  Analyze the various influences (religious, social, political, institutional) has shaped 

individuals and culture.  
4.3.2.7  Organize a series of prominent social events on a historical timeline..  
4.3.2.8  Trace the changing representation of people groups in the history of Nebraska.  



4.3.2.9  Identify divisive issues in Nebraska’s history and analyze the values and motivations 
associated with those issues.  

4.3.2.10 Identify significant events in the social history of Nebraska and the United States.  
4.3.2.11  Describe the positive and negative effects of significant decisions made in an attempt 

to solve past problems in Nebraska and how these decisions have affected others.  
 
4.3.3  Individuals and groups develop arts and innovations that reflect their culture and the 

historical period. 
  
The student will be able to …  
4.3.3.1  Compare traditions and customs of a place or culture group of today with those of the 

same place or culture group at a time in the past.  
4.3.3.2  Contrast the customs and traditions associated with one past culture with those of 

another past culture.  
4.3.3.3  Tell how science and technology have influenced the culture of Nebraska.  
4.3.3.4  Tell how cultures use technology to adapt to their environment.  
 
4.3.4  People of various ethnic groups enrich society as they follow their customs and 

celebrate their heritage.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.3.4.1  Identify and describe major world civilizations and cultures.  
4.3.4.2  Explain the value of knowing about and being able to relate to more than one culture.  
4.3.4.3  Give examples of characteristics of culture that are influenced by geography and 

climate.  
4.3.4.4  Analyze sources of information about cultural traits (newspapers, artifacts, souvenirs, 

and Web sites) for their reliability and value.  
4.3.4.5  Compare the lives of people in a certain segment of society in a past time to people in 

the same segment of society living during another period of time.  
4.3.4.6  Identify cultural differences associated with various geographic regions of the United 

States.  
4.3.4.7  List the contributions various racial, ethnic, and religious groups have made in 

Nebraska. 
  

CITIZENSHIP AND GOVERNMENT  
 
4.4  Fourth-grade students will have the opportunity to develop their knowledge of forms of 

governance and to understand their responsibilities as citizens.  
 
4.4.1  As they are designed and organized, governments function to protect the citizenry, to 

provide for their collective needs, and to promote the common good.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.4.1.1  Explain how and why governments are formed.  
4.4.1.2  Identify and explain a political system that existed during ancient times.  



4.4.1.3  Describe the foundational elements of democracy existing in ancient Greece and  
Rome and medieval England.  

4.4.1.4  Define democracy; identify the foundational values of our American democratic 
system (the love of liberty, respect for individual rights).  

4.4.1.5  List the basic rights of citizens provided to Americans through the Bill of Rights – 
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, and freedom of 
assembly.  

4.4.1.6  Explain the difference between citizenship by birth or naturalization. Display 
symbols of citizenship: birth certificate, ID cards, social security card, passport.   

4.4.1.7  Define national government.  
4.4.1.8  Describe the branches of the United States government and compare and contrast 

making laws, enforcing laws, and interpreting laws.  
4.4.1.9  Give the functions of the three branches of government as exemplified at the state 

and national levels, explain” checks and balances,” and give reasons for limiting the 
power of government.  

4.4.1.10 Describe the roles and functions of local, state, and national governments and identify 
the documents that give these governments structure.  

4.4.1.11  Name those from your state who serve in the U.S. Congress.  
4.4.1.12  Tell how the President uses various forums to shape public policy (press conferences 

and speeches).  
4.4.1.13  Explain the role of the President in foreign policy decisions.  
4.4.1.14 Name an international organization to which the United States belongs (United 

Nations) and explain why the United States and other nations may or may not 
participate in cooperative organizations or efforts.  

4.4.1.15  Give examples of how states interact with each other.  
4.4.1.16 Explain the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society.  
4.4.1.17 Identify significant figures in United States political history (Thomas Jefferson’s 

writing of the Declaration of Independence).  
4.4.1.18 Name and characterize the two major political parties in the United States.  
4.4.1.19 Participate in the campaign of a candidate for President of the United States.  
4.4.1.20 Tell how adults support and sustain local governments (voting, serving on 

community boards or committees, paying taxes, serving on juries).  
4.4.1.21  Analyze and report on civic and political issues.  
4.4.1.22 Explain the various sides of a controversial issue in the community.  
4.4.1.23 Explain the structure and services of Kearney’s government.  
4.4.1.24 Identify the role and function of various support system (family, youth group) in 

Kearney.  
4.4.1.25 Organize a series of political events on a timeline of the United States history.  
4.4.1.26 Relate significant events in United States political history to the events of today.  
4.4.1.27 Pose a social science question, gather and analyze appropriate information to answer 

the question, construct an answer supported by evidence, and report the results of the 
study. Describe the process followed to obtain the results of the study.  

4.4.1.28 Compose a short essay on a local, state, or national policy issue.  
 
4.4.2  The principles, purposes, and ideals upon which the United States was founded 

provide citizens with freedoms, rights, and responsibilities.  



 
The student will be able to …  
4.4.2.1  Prepare and post a list of students’ classroom rights and responsibilities.  
4.4.2.2  Explain the reasons for having laws and law enforcement.  
4.4.2.3  Explain three limits on government: search warrants, fair trial, quartering soldiers.  
4.4.2.4  Explain the consequences to our democratic way of life when people fail to act 

responsibly. 
4.4.2.5  List historical events that contributed to extending the right to vote to various 

segments of the population (Fifteenth, Nineteenth, and twenty-sixth Amendments).  
4.4.2.6  Describe the content and purpose of the Declaration of Independence, the United 

States Constitution, and the constitution of Nebraska.  
 
4.4.3  Citizens in a free society have the right and responsibility to uphold, support, and 

participate in the democratic process.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.4.3.1  Describe the customs, symbols, and celebrations popular in Nebraska.  
4.4.3.2  Describe the ways individuals participate in and contribute to the life of Kearney and 

identify the rights and responsibilities all citizens have.  
4.4.3.3  Recognize the worth of individuals and the important role of individuals in the 

democratic process.  
4.4.3.4  Exercise responsible citizenship by evidencing civic virtues and participating in group 

projects.  
4.4.3.5  Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a democracy and identify 

issues that arise over constitutional rights.  
4.4.3.6  Identify those from the history of Nebraska who demonstrated good character and 

virtue.  
4.4.3.7  List the benefits of serving in a civic group that promotes the common good.  
4.4.3.8  Identify words, sounds or images in an artistic expression that illustrate the traditions 

important to our political system.  
4.4.3.9  Indicate ways in which world events affect citizens locally.  
4.4.3.10 Participate in activities that help solve a local, state, or national problem and serve in 

roles that promote group success.  
 

ECONOMICS  
 
4.5  Fourth-grade students will have the opportunity to develop their knowledge of economic 

concepts, issues, and systems and to develop their decision-making skills as participants in the 
economy of an interdependent world.  

 
4.5.1  Economic systems, institutions, and incentives affect people in many aspects of life.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.5.1.1  Differentiate between an agricultural and a hunting/gathering way of life.  



4.5.1.2  Describe the economic conditions among the Mesopotamian, Egyptian, 
Aegean/Mediterranean, and Asian civilization (1000 BC-AD 500).  

4.5.1.3  Explain the basic economic patterns of early societies in the Western Hemisphere.  
4.5.1.4  List the reasons for exploration and colonization in North America; examine the 

influence economic issues had on these endeavors.  
4.5.1.5  Identify the different types of economic activity of early people in Nebraska 

(American Indians, pioneers).  
4.5.1.6  Tell how the environment influenced the economic activities of the early inhabitants 

of Nebraska.  
4.5.1.7  Know the three basic economic questions and relate them to Kearney: What goods 

and series will be produced? How will they be produced? For whom will they be 
produced?  

4.5.1.8  List examples of human, natural, and capital resources.  
4.5.1.9  Recognize labor as the human resource used to produce goods and services.  
4.5.1.10  Explain the role of human, natural, and capital resources in the production of goods.  
4.5.1.11  Give examples of division of labor from family, school, and community life.  
4.5.1.12  Explain the interdependence of producers and consumers.  
4.5.1.13  List the opportunity costs involved when societies allocate scarce resources, give an 

example of opportunity costs in an individual decision, and discuss tradeoffs.  
4.5.1.14  Define “unemployed” and “nonemployed” persons.  
4.5.1.15  Compare current and historical examples of exchange (both barterer and monetary).  
4.5.1.16  Contrast past economic activities with those of today.  
4.5.1.17  Organize a series of economic events on a timeline of world history.  
 
4.5.2  A market economy (capitalism) distributes resources by seeking to balance supply 

with demand.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.5.2.1  Explain characteristics and benefits of the free-enterprise system and give examples 

of economic incentives.  
4.5.2.2  Illustrate how prices are determined in a market economy.  
4.5.2.3  Tell how wages, or salaries, motivate people to provide labor.  
4.5.2.4  Explain the role of entrepreneurs, specialization, and division of labor, capital goods, 

competition, and technology in the economy.  
4.5.2.5  Explain how scarcity affects economic decisions.  
4.5.2.6  Identify the opportunity cost of a recent consumer choice.  
4.5.2.7  Tell how economic factors influence your community’s growth and standard of 

living.  
4.5.2.8  Examine how a major industry or business has affected a community.  
4.5.2.9  Describe Nebraska’s changing economy in the past and present.  
4.5.2.10 Explain the economic interdependence of Nebraska, the United States, and other 

parts of the world.  
4.5.2.11  Examine the impact of international trade on a given community.  
4.5.2.12  Place a series of economic events in their proper location on a timeline of Untied 

States history.  
 



4.5.3  Government policies and technological innovations influence and shape economic 
activity. 

  
The student will be able to …  
4.5.3.1  Tell why people are willing to exchange money for a good or service and discuss 

medium of exchange.  
4.5.3.2  Explain division of labor in the production process.  
4.5.3.3  Identify the goods and series that governments provide.  
4.5.3.4  Recognize that public goods and services benefit more than one person at the same 

time.  
4.5.3.5  Give examples of at least two taxes students or adults pay.  
4.5.3.6  Tell how the government uses taxes.  
4.5.3.7  Examine the role of government in providing goods and services and resolving 

conflict.  
 
4.5.4  Economic knowledge and skills equip people to manage their own resources.  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.5.4.1  List the skills and knowledge needed for a given job  
4.5.4.2  Generate criteria for making consumer choices.  
4.5.4.3  List the pros and cons of buying on credit. 

  



4TH GRADE SCIENCE STANDARDS  
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCES  
 
4.1  Fourth grade students of Zion Lutheran School of Kearney will understand concepts related to 

the physical sciences.  
 
4.1.1  Composition of Matter  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.1.1  Sort objects according to the materials from which they are made (e. g. paper, glass, 

metal, plastic).  
4.1.1.2  Describe matter using the terms color, shape, texture, mass, weight, volume, state  

of matter, solubility in water, transfer of heat, and transfer of electricity.  
4.1.1.3  Explain that matter can be measured because all matter takes up space.  
4.1.1.4  Recognize the different states of matter and the physical properties of each.   
4.1.1.5  Classify materials as solids, liquids, or gases.  
4.1.1.6  Explain that solids have definite shapes and volumes, that liquids have definite 

volume but no definite shape, and that gases have no definite shape or volume.  
4.1.1.7  Determine an object’s weight using a spring scale.  
4.1.1.8  Determine the mass of an object using a balance.  
4.1.1.9  Tell how heating and cooling can change matter from one form to another.  
4.1.1.10  Describe how the properties of a substance change when the substance is heated or 

cooled.  
4.1.1.11  Define solution.  
4.1.1.12  Identify simple chemical changes such as those involving the combining of two or 

more materials to form a new substance with properties different from those of the 
original materials.  

 
4.1.2  Magnetism, Force, and Motion  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.2.1  Relate gravity to the force of magnetism.  
4.1.2.2  Explain that magnets have two poles (north and south) and that like poles repel each 

other while unlike poles attract each other.  
4.1.2.3  Demonstrate that nonmetallic materials and some metallic materials are not attracted 

to magnets, acknowledging that objects containing iron are attracted to magnets.  
4.1.2.4  Make a simple compass, explain how a compass uses magnetism, and tell how to use 

the compass.  
 
4.1.3  Energy  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.3.1  Recognize that distance is a measure of the change in a position.  



4.1.3.2  Define speed as the distance traveled in a given unit of time.  
4.1.3.3  Know that temperature increases when heat energy is added.  
4.1.3.4  Recognize burning, friction, and electricity as methods of producing heat energy.  
4.1.3.5  Compare objects that readily conduct heat energy with those that do not.  
4.1.3.6  Give examples of ways the temperature of an object can be changed (e .g. heating, 

rubbing, bending of metal).  
4.1.3.7  Give examples to show that electrical energy can be converted to heat, light, and 

motion.  
4.1.3.8  Explore static electricity, using friction to produce static charges.  
4.1.3.9  Identify and compare electrical conductors and insulators.  
4.1.3.10 Use batteries, wires, and bulbs to construct and investigate simple and safe electrical 

circuits.  
4.1.3.11  Identify electrical devices that produce light, heat, sound, and magnetic effect.  
 
4.1.4  Simple Machines  
 
The student will be able to …   
4.1.4.1  Demonstrate how simple machines make work easier.  
4.1.4.2  Provide examples of simple machines that individually, or in conjunction with other 

simple machines, are powered by electricity to do work.  
 
4.1.5  Sound  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.5.1  Describe the relationship between vibrations and sound.  
4.1.5.2  Construct a simple instrument to illustrate how vibrations produce sound.  
 
4.1.6  Light  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.1.6.1  Differentiate between light and shadow.  
4.1.6.2  Give examples of objects that are transparent and ones that are translucent.  
4.1.6.3  Identify the colors in the spectrum.  
4.1.6.4  Tell how light travels and is reflected or refracted.  
 

LIFE SCIENCES  
 
4.2  Fourth grade students of Zion Lutheran School in Kearney will understand concepts related to 

the life sciences.  
 
4.2.1  Plants and Animals  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.1.1  Recognize that the characteristics used for grouping plants and animals depend on the 

purpose for grouping them.  



4.2.1.2  Use the terms germination, maturity, reproduction, and death to explain the life 
cycles of various plants.  

4.2.1.3  Relate the structures of plants to their specific function (e.g. growth, survival, 
reproduction).  

4.2.1.4  Sort plants according to their characteristics (e.g. leaves, flowers, seeds, roots, and 
stems).  

4.2.1.5  Group animals according to their physical structures and characteristics.  
4.2.1.6  Identify plants as the primary source of matter and energy entering most food chains.  
4.2.1.7  Draw and label plants and animals to give an example of a food chain.  
4.2.1.8  Describe the life cycle of animals.  
 
4.2.2  Ecosystems  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.2.1  Describe how in any particular environment, some kinds of plants and animals 

survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all.  
4.2.2.2  Characterize ecosystems according to their living and nonliving components.   
4.2.2.3  Explain that living organisms depend on one another and on their environment for 

survival.  
4.2.2.4  Give examples of interdependence between plants and animals (e.g. plants depend on 

animals for pollination and seed dispersal, insects and other organisms depend on 
dead plant and animal material for food, and animals depend on plants for food and 
shelter).  

4.2.2.5  Differentiate producers and consumers (herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, and 
decomposers).  

4.2.2.6  Explain food chains and food webs, relating how members compete with each other 
for resources in an ecosystem.  

4.2.2.7  Describe how decomposers, including many fungi, insects, and microorganisms, 
recycle matter from dead plants and animals.  

4.2.2.8  Tell how environmental changes may affect the survival rate of organisms.  
4.2.2.9  Use adaptation, migration, and death to identify the responses of organisms to 

changes in their environment.  
 
4.2.3  Human Life  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.3.1  Recognize that humans have structures that enable them to grow, survive, and 

reproduce.  
4.2.3.2  Describe human similarities and differences.  
4.2.3.3  Identify and describe the systems of the human body (e.g. circulation, respiration).  
4.2.3.4  Explain the role of the heart and blood vessels.  
4.2.3.5  Describe the role and function of blood.  
4.2.3.6  Tell how smoking damages the lungs.  
 
4.2.4  Heredity  
 



The student will be able to …  
4.2.4.1  Explain that in order for offspring to resemble their parents, traits such as hair and 

eye color and height are passed from parents to offspring.  
4.2.4.2  Explain that reproduction is necessary for the inheritance of traits and the 

continuation of a species.  
4.2.4.3  Contrast and compare innate behavior and learned behavior.  
4.2.4.4  Give examples of the traits and behaviors of an organism that help it survive in its  

environment.  
 
4.2.5  Life in the Past  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.2.5.1  Relate that fossils provide evidence about plants and animals that lived a long time 

ago and about the environment of that time.  
4.2.5.2  Explain extinction.  
  

NATURAL SCIENCES  
 
4.3  Fourth grade students of Zion Lutheran School in Kearney will understand concepts related to 

the natural sciences.  
 
4.3.1  Solar System  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.3.1.1  Explain that the stars appear to move slowly from east to west but that the patterns of 

stars in the sky remain the same even throughout the seasons.  
4.3.1.2  Describe the sun as an average-size star, appearing brighter than other stars because of 

its relative closeness to the Earth.  
4.3.1.3  Recognize that telescopes magnify distant objects and increase significantly the 

number of stars we can see.  
4.3.1.4  Name and describe the planets in the solar system.  
4.3.1.5  Explain the revolution of the Earth and the planets around the sun.  
4.3.1.6 Describe the stages of the four-week lunar cycle.  
4.3.1.7  Acknowledge the rotation of the Earth on its axis, and explain that the rotation of 

Earth produces day and night, while causing the apparent movement of the sun, 
moon, planets, and stars.  

4.3.1.8  Give a scientific explanation for the seasons.  
 
4.3.2 Land and Water  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.3.2.1  Describe the Earth’s features (e.g. mountains, valleys, rivers, oceans) and the 

environmental conditions provided by them.  
4.3.2.2  Explain that the surface of the Earth (crust) moves on plates.  



4.3.2.3  Tell how wind, water, and ice shape and reshape the Earth’s landscape through 
erosion, weathering, and deposition and produce characteristic landforms (e.g. dunes, 
deltas, and glacial moraines).  

4.3.2.4  Differentiate among igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks by referring to 
their properties and methods of formation (the rock cycle).  

4.3.2.5  Identify common rock-forming minerals and ore minerals by using a table if 
diagnostic properties.  

4.3.2.6  Tell how mountains both wear down and are built up over time.  
4.3.2.7  Explain how freezing, thawing, and the growth of roots can cause rocks to break into 

smaller pieces.  
4.3.2.8  Describe that changes in the Earth are due both to slow processes, such as erosion, and 

rapid processes, such as landslides, volcanic eruptions, and earthquakes.  
4.3.2.9  Identify changes on Earth’s surfaces that occurred slowly (e. g. erosion, weathering, 

and mountain building and deposition) and those that occur rapidly (e.g. volcanic 
activity, earthquakes and landslides).  

4.3.2.10 Describe how people map the ocean floor and what the ocean floor looks like.  
4.3.2.11  Explain how scientists can explore the ocean depths.   
4.3.2.12  Explain how ocean water moves (e. g. currents, tides, waves).  
4.3.2.13  Identify where organisms live in the ocean.  
4.3.2.14 Tell how people depend on, change, and are affected by the environment.  
4.3.2.15  Identify environmental issues in the community, and propose potential solutions.  
 
4.3.3  Weather and Seasons  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.3.3.1  Identify the sun as the main source of energy empowering the water cycle.  
4.3.3.2  Explain how the uneven heating of the Earth leads to wind and formation of weather.  
4.3.3.3  Recognize that weather conditions in the United States typically move from west to 

east.  
4.3.3.4  Identify weather conditions that typically accompany cumulus, cumulonimbus, 

cirrus, and stratus clouds.  
4.3.3.5  Describe the formation of lightning and thunder, tornadoes, and hurricanes.  
4.3.3.6  Compare average daily temperature, wind speed and direction, and precipitation 

during different seasons.  
4.3.3.7  Record weather conditions, including barometric pressure, temperature, precipitation, 

and cloud conditions, over a period of time on a calendar or map.  
4.3.3.8  Tell how meteorologists forecast the weather.  
 

SCIENTIFIC PROCESSES & APPROACHES  
 
4.4  Fourth grade students of Zion Lutheran School in Kearney will understand concepts related to 

science processes and approaches.  
 
4.4.1  Scientific Methods  
 



The student will be able to …  
4.4.1.1  Observe objects or events, and ask a question based on the observations.  
4.4.1.2  Design, perform, and evaluate a process to solve a problem.  
4.4.1.3  Formulate a hypothesis to answer a question.  
4.4.1.4  Learn to choose resources that contain scientifically reliable information.  
4.4.1.5  Estimate and measure the weight, length, or volume of objects, and determine  

whether the estimates are reasonable.  
4.4.1.6  Observe repeated events, occurrences, or cycles to identify and explain patterns and  

make predictions.  
4.4.1.7  Record and explain data gathered during a scientific investigation.  
4.4.1.8  Use tables, charts, databases, spreadsheets, graphs, and graphic organizers to display 

data.  
4.4.1.9  Interpret tables, charts and graphs to reach conclusions from the data.  
4.4.1.10 Generate directions so that others are able to follow them and repeat a procedure.  
4.4.1.11  Conduct multiple trials to test a prediction and draw conclusions.  
4.4.1.12 Communicate effectively the findings of an investigation.  
4.4.1.13 Speak, write, or draw to illustrate a sequence.   
 
4.4.2 Applying Scientific Knowledge  
 
The student will be able to:  
4.4.2.1  Design an object or system to address a specific problem or issue.  
4.4.2.2  Evaluate the effectiveness of something they have designed or constructed.  
4.4.2.3  Explain how science helps explain our world.  
4.4.2.4  Differentiate observation from inference (interpretation).  
4.4.2.5  Differentiate between predictions and results.  
4.4.2.6  Differentiate between sources that contain facts and those that contain opinions.  
4.4.2.7  Tell the importance of keeping accurate records of data when conducting scientific 

investigations.  
4.4.2.8  Explain why scientists support claims only when they are backed by observations that 

can be confirmed.  
4.4.2.9  Tell why it’s important to have only one variable and to keep other conditions the 

same when conducting an experiment.  
4.4.2.10 Explain how the results of scientific investigations may be influenced by differing 

conditions.  
4.4.2.11  Relate how evidence and logic support scientific understandings.  
4.4.2.12  Adapt prior understandings to accommodate new information.  
4.4.2.13 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of possible decisions about an issue.  
4.4.2.14  Give two or more possible solutions to a problem; then support a choice by using 

scientific evidence.  
4.4.2.15 Compare structure and function of parts of a model with what they represent; then 

evaluate and make necessary changes to improve the structure and function of the 
model.  

4.4.2 16 Explain how men and women of various cultures and backgrounds and people with 
disabilities have contributed to the advancement of science and technology.  

4.4.2.17 Identify careers in science, and explain what people must do to prepare for them.  



 
4.4.3  Using Scientific Instruments and Technology  
 
The student will be able to …  
4.4.3.1  Use appropriate tools to measure and record length, weight, volume, temperature, and 

area in metric and English units.  
4.4.3.2  Demonstrate making accurate measurements using appropriate instruments, 

including rulers, balances, scales, thermometers, graduated cylinders, and 
stopwatches.  

4.4.3.3  Describe, select, and tell how to use magnifying instruments, including hand lenses, 
microscopes, and telescopes.  

4.4.3.4  Analyze and share data using tools such as calculators and computers.  
4.4.3.5  Tell how technology has led to new careers in science.  
4.4.3.6  Tell how inventions such as the wheel, telephone, and radio have influenced life and 

made work easier.  
4.4.3.7  Describe how science and technology have impacted the natural world.  
4.4.3.8  Describe how technology has improved transportation, communication, nutrition, 

health care, agriculture, entertainment, and manufacturing. 

  



4TH GRADE TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS  
 
Fourth grade students should be able to demonstrate the following computer skills in 
addition to previously mastered skills:  
 
I. Computers in the Public  

A. Be able to give uses of a computer in different situations.  
B. Name occupations (minimum of five) that utilize a computer.  
C. Exhibit correct computers ethics, morals, and standards.  
D. Explain unethical use of computers, including illegal copying of hardware and 
software.  

II. Use of a computer  
A. Learn the use and set up of a memory stick.  
B. Be able to handle and carry a laptop computer properly.  
C. Be able to turn on, login and access the desktop without assistance.  
D. Be able to access and use educational software.  

III. Keyboard and Mouse Skill  
A. Recognize and use punctuation on the keyboard.  
B. Recognize and be able to use the following function keys: RETURN, SPACE BAR, 
ARROWS, ESCAPE, SHIFT, CONTROL, BACKSPACE, and DELETE.  
C. Memorize home row.  
D. Be able to use two hands on the keyboard, use HOME ROW as a base and reach 
for keys with appropriate fingers.  
E. Use appropriate posture at the keyboard.  
F. Type simple sentences, phrases, and paragraphs from written material.  
G. Learn and use PowerPoint software and/or Word for  
Social Studies state report. 

  



4TH GRADE VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS  
  

ARTISTIC PERCEPTION  
 
4.1  Fourth-grade students will develop the artistic perception that will enable them to 

respond to sensory information with the language and skills appropriate to the visual 
arts.  

 
4.1.1  Developing vocabulary for perceptual skills and visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.1.1  Use appropriate vocabulary to discuss art elements such as color, texture, form, line, 

space, and value and art principles such as emphasis, pattern, rhythm, balance, 
proportion, and unity.  

4.1.1.2  Explain the concepts of pattern and emphasis in works of art and in the environment.  
4.1.1.3  Tell how artists use complementary colors, such as yellow and violet, red and green, 

and orange and blue to communicate an idea or mood.  
4.1.1.4  Explain the concept of proportion as used in works of art.  
 
4.1.2  Analyzing elements of art and principles of design  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.1.2.1  Recognize the elements of art that are observable in the environment.  
4.1.2.2  Analyze and explain how art elements and principles are used in selected works of art 

to express ideas and communicate meaning.  
4.1.2.3  Explore the function and purpose of selected works of art.  
4.1.2.4  Develop criteria to use when evaluating works of art.  
 

CREATIVE EXPRESSION  
 
4.2  Fourth-grade students will express themselves creatively as they develop, perform, and 

participate in the visual arts.  
 
4.2.1  Skills, processes, materials, and tools  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.2.1.1  Recognize and choose art materials, tools, and processes to achieve specific purposes 

in their artwork.  
4.2.1.2  Explain how to use shading to transform a two-dimensional shape into what appears 

to be a three-dimensional form (e.g., circle to sphere).  
4.2.1.3  Demonstrate the ability to use the conventions of facial and figure proportions.  
4.2.1.4  Demonstrate the ability to use additive and subtractive processes in making simple 

sculptural forms.  



4.2.1.5  Use fibers and other materials to create a simple woven piece of art.  
 
4.2.2  Communicating through original works of art   
The student will be able to…  
4.2.2.1  Demonstrate the ability to use positive and negative space expressively in a work of 

art.  
4.2.2.2  Produce artwork that explores photographic imagery, while using a variety of art 

media and materials.  
4.2.2.3  Through art, communicate a variety of ideas about self, family, school, and 

community.  
4.2.2.4  Employ strategies to solve visual problems.  
 

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT  
 
4.3  Fourth-grade students will demonstrate an emerging understanding of the historical 

and cultural dimensions of the visual arts.  
 
4.3.1  Role, function, and advancement of the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.1.1  Recognize and explain simple ideas expressed in art.  
4.3.1.2  Explain the role art plays in reflecting life, such as in photography, quilts, and 

architecture, comparing art’s decorative and functional qualities.  
4.3.1.3  Relate the work of an artist from your state to the history of your state.  
 
4.3.2  Diversity among the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.3.2.1  Explain the content of works of art in the past and present, focusing on the different 

cultures that have contributed to the history and art heritage of the state or region.  
4.3.2.2  Contrast and compare artwork from various other cultures with the artwork of their 

own culture.  
4.3.2.3  Explain the influence of religious groups on art and architecture, focusing primarily 

on buildings in your state or region, past or present.  
 

AESTHETIC VALUING  
 
4.4  Fourth-grade students will grow in their ability to value aesthetically as they respond 

to, analyze, and make judgments about various works of art.  
 
4.4.1  Deriving meaning from the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  



4.4.1.1  Tell how the subject and selection of media relate to the meaning or purpose of a work 
of art.  

4.4.1.2  Explain the successful use of one expressive element in a work of art, using sensory 
details and descriptive language.  

  
4.4.2 Forming judgments about the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.4.2.1  Tell how the individual experiences, beliefs, attitudes, and traditions of an artist may 

influence the development of specific works of art.  
4.4.2.2  Demonstrate the ability to give and receive constructive feedback to produce works of 

art that meet learning goals.  
 

MAKING APPLICATIONS  
4.5  Fourth-grade students will make applications of the visual arts across subject areas, 

into various aspects of lifelong learning, and relating to various professions and 
careers.  

 
4.5.1  Connecting and applying the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.5.1.1  Make and use diagrams, maps, graphs, timelines, and illustrations to communicate 

ideas or tell a story about a historical event.  
4.5.1.2  Connect concepts common to the arts and disciplines outside the arts, using common 

materials and tools from different subject areas, such as ruler, compass, graph paper, 
and computer.  

 
4.5.2  Developing visual literacy  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.5.2.1  Recognize and describe common themes, subject matter, and ideas expressed across 

art disciplines.  
4.5.2.2  Tell how selected visual art elements or principles, such as color, unity, variety, and 

contrast, are used in one or two other art disciplines.  
 
4.5.3  Exploring careers and career-related skills that apply the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
4.5.3.1  Explore biographies and stories about artists, telling how the artists mirrored or 

affected their time period or culture.  
4.5.3.2  Research and describe a range of careers in visual art, such as fashion designer, 

architect, graphic artist, and museum curator. 


