
             

       

 

  

KINDERGARTEN 

STANDARDS 

 



 KINDERGARTEN LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS  
 
READING  
 
KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT  
K.1.1  Kindergarten students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.1.1  Identify variations in print.  
K.1.1.2  Explain that the purpose of print is to carry information.  
K.1.1.3  Demonstrate voice to print match.  
K.1.1.4  Demonstrate understanding that words are made up of letters.  
K.1.1.5  Identify parts of a book.  
K.1.1.6  Demonstrate knowledge that print reads from left to right and top to bottom.  
K.1.1.7  Identify punctuation.  
 
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS  
 
K.1.2  Kindergarten students will demonstrate phonological awareness through oral activities.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.2.1  Segment spoken sentences into words.  
K.1.2.2  Identify and produce oral rhymes.  
K.1.2.3  Blend and segment syllable sounds in spoken words (e.g., cupcake, birthday)  
K.1.2.4 Blend spoken onsets and rhymes to form simple words (e.g., v-an, gr-ab)  
K.1.2.5  Blend phonemes in spoken words (beginning, middle, and ending sounds; recognize 

same sounds in different words)  
K.1.2.6  Segment phonemes in spoken words (beginning, middle, and end sounds; recognize 

same sounds in different words)  
 
WORD ANALYSIS  
 
K.1.3  Kindergarten students will acquire phonetic knowledge as they learn to read, write, and spell 

grade level text.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.3.1  Identify upper and lower case letters  
K.1.3.2  Match consonant and short vowel sounds to appropriate letters (matching letters to 

sounds while writing).  
K.1.3.2  Read at least 25 basic high frequency words from a commonly used list.  
K.1.3.3  Use phonetic knowledge to write (approximated spelling).  
K.1.3.4  Recognize known words in connected text (e.g., big book, environmental print, class 

list, labels).  
K.1.3.5  Identify similarities and differences in words (word endings, onset and rime) when 

spoken or written.  
 



FLUENCY  
K.1.4  Kindergarten students will develop accuracy, phrasing, and expression during grade level 

reading experiences.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.4.1  Imitate adult’s expression, reflecting meaning with voice (pause, stress, phrasing)  
K.1.4.2  Imitate repeating language patterns during reading (modeling reading, choral reading)  
K.1.4.3  Read familiar text with others, maintaining an appropriate pace.  
 
VOCABULARY  
 
K.1.5  Kindergarten students will build literary, general academic, and content specific grade level 

vocabulary.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.5.1  Examine word structure elements and word patterns to determine meaning.  
K.1.5.2  Relate new grade level vocabulary to prior knowledge and use in new situations.  
K.1.5.3  Develop awareness of context clues that may be used to infer the meaning of 

unknown words.  
K.1.5.4  Identify and sort pictures of objects into conceptual categories.  
K.1.5.5  Determine word meaning using reference materials and classroom resources.  
 
READING COMPREHENSION  
 
K.1.6  Students will extract and construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying text information, 

and monitoring comprehension while reading grade level text.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.6.1  Explain that the author and illustrator create books.  
K.1.6.2  Identify elements of the story including setting, character, and events.  
K.1.6.3  Retell information from narrative text including characters, setting, and events.  
K.1.6.4  Indicate that authors use words in different ways (rhythm, repeating line, simile, 

alliteration, onomatopoeia, sensory details.)  
K.1.6.5  Retell main ideas from informational text.  
K.1.6.6  Identify text features in informational text (e.g., titles, bold print, illustrations)  
K.1.6.7  Demonstrate a basic knowledge of familiar narrative and informational text, to own 

life or other cultures.  
K.1.6.8  Make connections between characters or events in narrative and informational text, 

to own life or other cultures.  
K.1.6.9  Generate and/or answer clarifying questions (who, what, when, where, why, how), 

supporting answers using prior knowledge and information from the text.  
K.1.6.10Identify different purposes for reading (information, pleasure).  
K.1.6.11 Build and activate prior knowledge in order to identify text to self, text to text, and 

text to world connections before, during, and after reading.  
K.1.6.12 Make predictions about a text using prior knowledge, pictures, and titles.  
K.1.6.13 Respond to text verbally, in writing, or artistically  



 
WRITING  
 
WRITING GENRES  
 
K.2.1 Kindergarten students will write for a variety of purposes and audiences in multiple genres.   
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.1.1  Write for a specific purpose (e.g., lists, alphabet book, story with picture, label objects 

in classroom.)  
K.2.1.2  Write to known audience or specific reader (e.g., letter to a familiar person, note to 

teacher, thank you note).  
 
WRITING PROCESS  
 
K.2.2 Kindergarten students will use writing to communicate.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.2.1  Demonstrate that writing communicates thoughts and ideas.  
K.2.2.2  Apply prewriting activities to generate ideas (e.g., brainstorming, discussions, 

drawing, literature, personal/classroom experiences).  
K.2.2.3  Generate representations of ideas (e.g., pictures, labels, letter strings, words, simple 

sentences); select and organize ideas relevant to topic.  
K.2.2.4 Revise writing by adding details.  
K.2.2.5  Edit writing for format and conventions (correct spelling of frequently used words, 

basic punctuation such as period, exclamation mark, question mark)  
K.2.2.6 Publish a legible document (handwritten)  
K.2.2.7  Print all uppercase and lowercase letters, attending to the form of the letters.  
 
SPEAKING, LISTENING, AND VIEWING (MEDIA LITERACY)  
 
SPEAKING SKILLS  
 
K.3.1  Kindergarten students will develop and demonstrate speaking skills to communicate key ideas 

in a variety of situations.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.1.1  Communicate ideas orally in daily classroom activities and routine.  
 
RECIPROCAL COMMUNICATION  
 
K.3.2  Kindergarten students will demonstrate reciprocal communications skills.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.2.1  Demonstrate awareness of and sensitivity to the use of words (helpful and hurtful 

words)  



K.3.2.2  Demonstrate conversation strategies (e.g., face the speaker, listen while others are 
talking, take turns talking, eye contact)  

K.3.2.3  Participate in learning situations (e.g., small groups, show and share, cooperative 
problem solving, play)  

 
LISTENING SKILLS  
K.3.3  Kindergarten students will develop and demonstrate active listening skills across a variety of 

situations.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.3.1  Demonstrate listening skills needed for multiple situations and modalities (e.g., 

stories, songs, conversations, student sharing, and teacher presentations.)  
K.3.3.2  Complete a task after listening for information.  
K.3.3.3  Listen and retell main ideas of information.  
 
MULTIPLE LITERACIES  
 
K.3.4  Kindergarten students will identify, locate, and evaluate information.  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.4.1  Identify resources to find information (print, electronic)  
K.3.4.2  Demonstrate an understanding of authorship of print and online resources.  
K.3.4.3  Demonstrate an awareness of safe behaviors when communicating and interacting 

with others (safe information to share online) 

  



KINDERGARTEN MATHEMATICS STANDARDS  
 
K.1 NUMERATION/NUMBER SENSE  
 
K.1.1  By the end of kindergarten, students will recognize, write, and orally express the sequential 

order of the number system.  
 
K.1.1.1  Count 1–5.  
K.1.1.2  Count by 1’s.  
K.1.1.3  Order numbers 1 – 10.  
K.1.1.4  Identify missing number.  
K.1.1.5  Count backwards.  
K. 1.1.6 Count by 10’s.  
K.1.1.7  Identify numbers 0 – 20.  
K.1.1.8  Order numbers 0 – 20.  
K.1.1.9  Count by 5’s.  
K.1.1.10 Identify ordinal position to fourth.  
 
K.1.2  By the end of kindergarten, students will demonstrate ways of representing numbers and 

compare relations among numbers.  
 
K.1.2.1  Match number card to set of objects.  
K.1.2.2  Compare numbers to 10.  
K.1.2.3  Identify and match equivalent sets.  
K.1.2.4  Identify doubles.  
 
K.1.3  By the end of kindergarten, students will identify numbers and applications in everyday 

situations.  
 
K.1.3.1  Identify pennies.  
K.1.3.2  Count pennies.  
K.1.3.3  Write money to 10 cents.  
K.1.3.4  Order money to 10 cents.  
K.1.3.5  Pay for items to 10 cents using pennies.  
K.1.3.6  Identify dimes.  
K.1.3.7  Count dimes.  
K.1.3.8  Pay for items using dimes.  
K.1.3.9  Identify nickels.  
K.1.3.10  Pay for items to 25 cents using nickels.  
 
K.1.4  By the end of kindergarten, students will demonstrate the value of numbers (0-20) using 

concrete objects.  
 
K.1.4.1  Identify numbers (0 – 20).  
K.1.4.2  Order numbers (0 –20).  
K.1.4.3  Identify and match equivalent sets.  



K.2 COMPUTATION/ESTIMATION  
 
K.2.1  By the end of kindergarten, students will demonstrate the concepts of addition and subtraction 

up to 10.  
 
K.2.1.1  Act out story problems.  
K.2.1.2  Act out story problems using pennies.  
K.2.1.3  Act out some and some more story problems.  
K.2.1.4  Act out some and some went away story problems.  
 
K.3 MEASUREMENT  
 
K.3.1  By the end of kindergarten, students will measure two or more items or sets using nonstandard 

units of measure and compare attributes.  
 
K.3.1.1  Identify full, half full, and empty.  
K.3.1.2  Identify shorter and longer.  
K.3.1.3  Order four objects by length.  
K.3.1.4  Measure using nonstandard units.  
K.3.1.5  Identify most and fewest.  
K.3.1.6  Identify largest and smallest.  
K.3.1.7  Compare and measure length.  
K.3.1.8  Identify time to the nearest hour.  
 
K.3.2  By the end of kindergarten, students will identify tools of measurement used in their 

environment.  
 
K.3.2.1  Identify measuring cup.  
K.3.2.2  Identify quart container.  
 
K.3.3  By the end of kindergarten students will tell time to the nearest hour using an analog and 

digital clock.  
 
K.4 GEOMETRY/SPATIAL CONCEPTS  
 
K.4.1  By the end of kindergarten, students will identify, describe, and create circles, squares, 

triangles, and rectangles.  
 
K.4.1.1  Circles and rectangles.  
K.4.1.2  Name shapes using shape, color, and size.  
K.4.1.3  Identify triangles and squares.  
K.4.1.4  Find a missing piece in matrix.  
K.4.1.5  Identify largest and smallest.  
 
K.5 DATA ANALYSIS, PROBABILITY, AND STATISTICAL CONCEPTS  



K.5.1  By the end of kindergarten, students will collect information about objects and events in their 

environment. 
  
K.5.2  By the end of kindergarten, students will organize and display information using objects and 

pictures. 
  
K.5.2.1  Real graphs.  
K.5.2.2  Place objects on graph.  
K.5.2.3  Pictograph.  
K.5.2.4  Place tags on graph.  
K.5.2.5  Graph a picture.  
 
K.5.3  By the end of kindergarten, students will compare and interpret information from displayed 

data. 
  
K.6 ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS  
 
K.6.1  By the end of Kindergarten, students will identify, describe, extend, and create patterns (using 

various manipulatives).  
 
K.6.1.1  Explore teddy bear counts.  
K.6.1.2  Explore pattern blocks.  
K.6.1.3  Explore geo boards.  
K.6.1.4  Explore tangrams.  
K.6.1.5  Copy geo board designs.  
K.6.1.6  Cover designs using tangrams.  
 
K.6.2  By the end of Kindergarten, students will sort and classify objects according to one or more 

attributes (size, shape, color).  
 
K.6.2.1  Identify and name shapes.  
K.6.2.2 Sort by color.  
K.6.2.3  Properties of pattern blocks.  
K.6.2.4 Sort and identify tangram pieces.  
 
K.6.3  By the end of Kindergarten, students will identify and describe patterns in their environment.  
 
K.6.3.1  AB pattern.  
K.6.3.2  Create, read AB pattern.  
K.6.3.3  Copy patterns.  
K.6.3.4 Make ABB pattern. 

  



KINDERGARTEN PHYSICAL EDUCATION STANDARDS  
MOVEMENT SKILLS  
 
K.1  Kindergarten students will demonstrate the motor skills and movement patterns needed to 

perform a variety of physical activities as well as the knowledge of movement concepts, 
principles, and strategies that apply to learning and performing physical activities.  

 
K.1.1 Movement Concepts  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.1.1  Differentiate between slow and fast, heavy and light, and hard and soft movements.  
K.1.1.2  Demonstrate awareness of personal space, general space, and boundaries while 

moving in different directions.  
K.1.1.3  Move at various speeds in response to tempos, rhythms, and signals in straight, 

curved, and zigzag pathways, using the locomotor movements of walking, running, 
leaping, hopping, jumping, galloping, sliding, and skipping.  

K.1.1.4  Evidence the ability to use locomotor skills to move over, under, in front of, behind, 
and through objects and over, under, in front of, and behind partners.  

K.1.1.5  Take part in outside physical activities.  
 
K.1.2  Body Management  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.2.1  Recognize the base of support for balanced objects.  
K.1.2.2  Demonstrate balance with momentary stillness in symmetrical and asymmetrical 

shapes using body parts other than both feet as a base of support.  
K.1.2.3  Describe feelings after success or failure during physical activities.  
 
K.1.3  Locomotor Movement  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.3.1  Evidence a rounded form in rolling smoothly in a forward direction, demonstrating 

appropriate control and safety.  
K.1.3.2  Demonstrate the ability to jump and land on both feet.  
K.1.3.3  Contrast and compare a jog and a run, a hop and a jump, and a gallop and a slide.  
K.1.3.4  Demonstrate the ability to change directions from forward and back and right and left 

in response to tempos, rhythms, and signals while walking, running, hopping, and 
jumping. 

  
K.1.4 Manipulative Skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.4.1  Describe and demonstrate how to throw a ball overhand and underhand.  
K.1.4.2  Tell how the point of release can influence the direction of a tossed object and a 

thrown object.  
K.1.4.3  Demonstrate proper hand and finger position for catching a ball.  



K.1.4.4  Demonstrate the ability to kick a ball from both stationary and running positions.  
K.1.4.5  Strike an object upward using hands, arms, feet, and a paddle.  
K.1.4.6  Determine how much force is needed to dribble a ball using hands and feet.  
K.1.4.7  Show how to jump rope.  
 
K.1.5  Rhythmic Skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.1.5.1  Clap in time to a simple beat.  
K.1.5.2  Respond to rhythm and music using created or imitated movements.  
 
PHYSICAL FITNESS FOR LIFE  
 
K.2  Kindergarten students will demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, principles, and 

strategies and assess and maintain a level of physical fitness to improve health and 
performance.  

 
K.2.1 Fitness Concepts  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.1.1  Explain the benefits of physical fitness.  
K.2.1.2  Identify active and inactive lifestyles, and participate in enjoyable and challenging 

physical activities.  
K.2.1.3  Demonstrate sustaining continuous movement for increasing periods of time while 

participating in moderate to vigorous physical activity.  
K.2.1.4  Use equipment and space safely and properly.  
K.2.1.5  Explain the nutritional and fluid requirements of the body when at rest and when at 

work.  
K.2.1.6  Contrast healthy and unhealthy health and fitness habits and practices.  
K.2.1.7  Demonstrate a desire to achieve and maintain good physical fitness.  
K.2.1.8  Identify sources of information on fitness and health.  
 
K.2.2  Aerobic Capacity  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.2.1  Participate three to four days each week in moderate to vigorous physical activities 

that increase breathing and heart rate.  
K.2.2.2  Explain that the heart is the most important muscle in the body.  
K.2.2.3  Explain that physical activity increases the heart rate and strengthens the heart as a  

muscle.  
K.2.2.4 Describe physical activities that make the heart beat faster.  
 
K.2.3  Muscle Strength and Endurance  
  
The student will be able to…  
 



 
K.2.3.1  Describe how strengthening muscles will help prevent injury, and explain that strong 

muscles produce more force.  
K.2.3.2  Tell how prolonged physical activity increases endurance, allowing movement to 

occur for longer periods of time.  
 
K.2.4  Flexibility  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.4.1  Describe how flexible muscles allow more range of motion in physical activity.  
K.2.4.2 Stretch shoulders, legs, arms, and back without hyperflexing or hyperextending the 

joints, using appropriate body position to help prevent injury.  
 
K.2.5  Body Composition  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.5.1  Explain that the body is composed of bones, organs, fat, and other tissues.  
K.2.5.2  Tell how muscles and bones work together to produce movement.  
K.2.5.3  Explain that nutritious food provides energy for physical activity.  
K.2.5.4  Describe the negative effects of poor diet and other negative health habits. SELF- 
 
MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT  
 
K.3  Kindergarten students will demonstrate and apply knowledge of personal and sociological 

concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to learning and performing physical activities.  
 
K.3.1  Self-Responsibility  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.1.1  Take a willing part in new physical activities.  
K.3.1.2  Identify acceptable responses to challenges, successes, and failures in physical 

activity.  
K.3.1.3  Follow directions, rules, and safety procedures.  
K.3.1.4  Assume responsibility for individual improvement and a willingness to assume 

leadership responsibilities.  
K.3.1.5  Take part in activities involving others (e.g., partners, small groups, large groups) 

evidencing good sportsmanship and abiding by the rules.  
K.3.1.6  Assume responsibility for one's own conduct in group activity, and, at times, 

demonstrate leadership.  
 
K.3.2  Social Interaction  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.2.1  Demonstrate the characteristics of sharing, cooperation, and willingness to encourage 

during a physical activity, resolving conflicts in socially acceptable ways.  
K.3.2.2  Share equipment or apparatus before repeating a turn.  



K.3.2.3  Acknowledge positively one’s opponent or partner before, after, or during an activity.  
K.3.2.4  Respect self, others, and equipment.  
 
K.3.3  Group Dynamics  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.3.1  Describe an effective partner in physical activity.  
K.3.3.2  Appreciate how games help us enjoy the company of others.  
K.3.3.3  Demonstrate positive cooperation during physical activities.  
K.3.3.4  Appreciate how games help us enjoy the company of others. 

  



KINDERGARTEN RELIGION STANDARDS  
 
By the end of kindergarten, students will be able to do the following:  
K.1  Trust God as they trust adults in their world  
K.2  Recognize Jesus as their Savior and that He is God’s Son  
K.3  Are growing in their understanding of forgiveness  
K.4  Know that Jesus died for the sins of all people  
K.5  Know that Jesus can help them in times of trouble  
K.6  Know that God chose them  
K.7  Are beginning to understand the concepts of God the Father and of the Holy Spirit  
K.8  Understand that Satan is evil and wants to keep us from loving God  
K.9  Recognize sins, but see sin in others more easily than in themselves  
K.10  Believe that sin needs to be punished; see actions as either totally right or totally 

wrong  
K.11  Will ask God and others for forgiveness  
K.12  Need to hear that Jesus still loves and forgives them, even when others don’t show 

love to them  
K.13  Worship joyfully in class or in larger congregational worship  
K.14  Are beginning to learn “grown-up” songs  
K.15  Can talk to God in group settings  
K.16  Will pray for others  
K.17  Will pray for those who they know don’t know Jesus  
K.18  Need opportunities to: worship, pray, and sing; hear that Jesus loves them; act out the 

Bible narrative; see the Bible as God’s Word; and feel part of God’s family 

  



KINDERGARTEN SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS  
 
MY FAMILY & I  
 
K.1  Kindergarten students will have a clearer understanding of their own uniqueness and their 

relationship with their families.  
 
K.1.1  Each child will identify how he/she is unique from classmates  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.1.1  Complete pages of a book called “I Am Special” with the help of family member  
K.1.1.2  Compare and contrast two students with the information from one of the pages in the 

book “What I Look Like” and etc.  
K.1.1.3  Each child puts five things in a bag and students try to guess who it represents  
 
K.1.2  Children understand their relationship within the family unit.  
 
The student will be able to… 
K.1.2.1  Make a family glyph using a house as the theme  
K.1.2.2  Create a Time line for the child  
K.1.2.3  Create a Family Graph  
K.1.2.4  Discuss birth order and its relationship to responsibilities to the family  
K.1.2.5  List five most important responsibilities of each family member  
 
CIVICS  
 
K.2  Children will understand and appreciate the symbols of patriotism.  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.2.1  Children will identify the historical figures and explain what contribution they made 

to our country  
K.2.1.1  Identify a picture of George Washington and tell why he is significant  
K.2.1.2  Identify a picture of Thomas Jefferson and tell why he is significant  
K.2.1.3  Identify a picture of Abraham Lincoln and tell why he is significant  
K.2.1.4  Identify a picture of Harriet Tubman and what contribution she made to our country  
K.2.1.5  Identify a picture of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and explain his contribution  
 
K.2.2  Identify symbols of patriotism 
  
 The student will be able to… 
K.2.2.1  Identify the American flag and explain the meanings of the stars, stripes, and colors  
K.2.2.2  Identify the White House and explain who lives there and where it is located  
K.2.2.3  Identify picture of Washington Monument, tell for whom it was built and where it is 

located  
K.2.2.4 Identify a Bald Eagle  
K.2.2.5  Identify picture of Liberty Bell and tell where it is located  



K.2.2.6 Identify a picture of Uncle Sam and tell how he came into existence  
 
K.2.3  Students will learn the customs and traditions of civic holidays  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.2.3.1  Explain the Fourth of July and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.2  Explain Memorial Day and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.3  Explain Veterans Day and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.4  Explain Labor Day and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.5  Explain Flag Day and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.6  Explain President’s Day and how it is celebrated  
K.2.3.7  Explain Dr. Martin Luther King Day and why it is celebrated  
 
GEOGRAPHY  
 
K.3  Kindergarten children will develop beginning mapping skills and better understand the 

relationship between where they live and the rest of the world.  
 
K.3.1 Identify the cardinal directions  
 
    The student will be able to …  
K.3.1.1  Identify and label cardinal directions in the classroom  
K.3.1.2  Identify the cardinal directions at different locations on the school campus  
K.3.1.3  Explain and color a compass rose  
K.3.1.4  Locate a compass rose on different maps  
 
K.3.2  Children create maps as a cooperative learning project  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.3.2.1  Children make a map of the classroom  
K.3.2.2  Children make a map of the playground  
K.3.2.4  Children read and match the real rooms to the map of the school  
 
K.3.3  Read map of the City of Kearney  
 
K.3.3.1  Explain symbols of a city map  
K.3.3.2  Pin the locations of each child’s home  
K.3.3.3  Pin the locations of each child’s church  
K.3.3.4  Pin the location of Zion Lutheran Church and School  
 
K.3.4  Read a map of Nebraska  
 
K.3.4.1  Identify Nebraska borders  
K.3.4.2  Identify rivers of Nebraska 
K.3.4.3  Locate Kearney on map  
K.3.4.4 Locate other cities in which students’ family members live  



K.3.5  Read a United State map  
 
K.3.5.1  Show a map of the U.S.  
K.3.5.2  Identify the borders  
K.3.5.3  Explain states  
K.3.5.4  Identify Nebraska and pinpoint Kearney  
K.3.5.5  Identify other states where students’ family members live  
K.3.5.6  Identify mountains, rivers, borders, oceans  
 
K.3.6  Recognize the value of a globe  
 
K.3.6.1  Identify land masses and bodies of water  
K.3.6.2  Identify cardinal directions  
K.3.6.3  Identify North Pole, South Pole, Equator  
K.3.6.4 Define and locate continents  
K.3.6.5  Locate North America, United States, and Nebraska  
 
COMMUNITY HELPERS  
 
K.4  Kindergarten children will appreciate the many jobs and people necessary to meet the needs of a 

community.  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.4.1  Define “community”  
 
K.4.1.1  Discuss the needs of a community  
K.4.1.2  Discuss the types of jobs needed to meet these needs  
 
K.4.2  Survey parents about their jobs  
 
K.4.2.1  Children will ask parents to complete job survey  
K.4.2.2 Invite parents to speak to the class about the purpose of their job, how it helps the 

community and to bring a “tool of their trade”  
K.4.2.3  Children write and illustrate community helper books  
 
ECONOMICS  
 
K.5  Kindergarten children will have opportunity to develop knowledge of corn farming in 

Nebraska.  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.5.1  Identify four food groups  
 
K.5.1.1  Classify foods into the four food groups  
K.5.1.2  Classify what they ate at lunch into the food groups  
K.5.1.3  Classify all the food they ate in a day into the food groups  



 
K.5.2  Identify the origin of their foods 
  
K.5.2.1  Name foods which come from animals  
K.5.2.2  Name foods which come from grains  
 
K.5.3  Explain why corn grows well in Nebraska  
 
K.5.3.1  Define Nebraska’s natural resources  
K.5.3.2  Explain Nebraska’s weather and climate in relationship to raising corn  
K.5.3.3  Explain Native American’s role in corn farming  
 
K.6.4  Children watch corn grow and learn how it is harvested  
 
K.6.4.1  Identify parts of a corn plant  
K.6.4.2 Identify parts of an ear of corn  
K.6.4.3 Plant kernels of corn and watch them grow  
K.6.4.4 Discuss harvesting corn and have pictures of the equipment needed for harvest  
 
K.6.5  List the many uses for corn  
 
K.6.5.1  Read a list of the many uses for corn  
K.6.5.2  Bring to school at least one item with corn as an ingredient  
K.6.5.3  List some words used for corn or a by-product of corn and then look for these words 

on the ingredients labels of boxes  
K.6.5.4 Discuss raising corn fed beef 

  



KINDERGARTEN SCIENCE STANDARDS  
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES  
 
K.1  Kindergarten students at Zion Lutheran School of Kearney will grow in understanding 

concepts related to the physical sciences.  
 
K.1.1  Composition of Matter  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.1.1  Describe and sort objects according to their texture, size, color, shape, and the 

material from which they were made, using all the senses except for taste.  
K.1.1.2  Tell how heating, freezing, mixing, cutting, wetting, dissolving, bending, and 

exposing to light can change the properties of materials.  
K.1.1.3  Differentiate solids (e.g., rocks), liquids (e.g., water), and gases (e.g., air), providing 

examples of each.  
K.1.1.4  Explain that solids have a definite shape, while liquids flow and take the shape of 

their containers.  
 
K.1.2  Magnetism, Force, and Motion  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.2.1  Demonstrate how to move objects with a magnet without touching them.  
 
K.1.3  Energy  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.3.1  Explore ways to make objects move and explain what causes objects to change speed 

and direction or to stop moving.  
K.1.3.2  Describe the sun as an energy source that warms the earth.  
K.1.3.3  Identify various energy sources, including food, gasoline, and electricity.  
 
K.1.4  Simples Machines  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.4.1  Identify and describe simple machines such as levers, wedges, and inclined planes.  
K.1.4.2  Tell how simple machines, such as pulleys, wheels, and gears, help do work.  
 
K.1.5  Sound  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.1.5.1  Demonstrate that vibrating objects make sounds and that vibrations can be seen 

and/or felt.  
K.1.5.2  Distinguish between sounds that are high and low, loud and soft.  
 
K.1.6  Light  



The student will be able to …  
K.1.6.1  Differentiate between items through which light can pass and those through which 

light cannot pass.  
K.1.6.2  Explain the relationship between light and shadows.  
 
LIFE SCIENCES  
 
K.2  Kindergarten students at Zion Lutheran School will grow in understanding of concepts related 

to the life sciences. 
  
K.2.1  Plants and Animals  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.2.1.1  Classify familiar and unfamiliar organisms according to their external structures (e.g., 

body covering, appendages, shape).  
K.2.1.2  Tell how external structures enable specific animals to obtain food, avoid predators 

and other dangers, move from place to place, and communicate.  
K.2.1.3  Describe the external structures of seeds that help them to be dispersed.  
K.2.1.4  Observe and describe how plants and animals change as they grow.  
K.2.1.5  Explain that the roots of plants take in water and soil nutrients and that, in their 

green leaves, plants use sunlight to make food.  
 
K.2.2 Ecosystems  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.2.2.1  Describe the basic needs of all life-forms, including people, as air, water, food, and a 

place to live (habitat).  
K.2.2.2  Describe how plants and animals make use of other plants and animals for food, 

shelter, and nesting.  
K.2.2.3  Give examples to explain that plants and animals inhabit different kinds of 

environments and have external features that help them thrive in different kinds of 
places (e.g., forest habitat, underground habitat, desert habitat, water habitat).  

K.2.2.4 Describe the care that needs to be given to ensure that plants and animals will 
continue to have the habitats they need to survive.  

 
K.2.3 Healthy Life  
 
The student will be able to ….  
K.2.3.1  Give examples of what bones and muscles do for the human body.  
 
K.2.4  Heredity  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.2.4.1  Describe how plants and animals resemble their parents.  
K.2.4.2 Describe how humans observe their surroundings by using the five senses.  
 



NATURAL SCIENCES  
K.3  First-grade students at Zion Lutheran School of Kearney will grow in understanding concepts 

related to the natural sciences.  
 
K.3.1  Weather and Seasons  
 
The students will be able to …  
K.3.1.1  Recognize that the weather changes from day to day according to the season.   
K.3.1.2  Use tools such as thermometers and wind vanes to observe, measure, record, and 

describe weather conditions.  
K.3.1.3  Understand that clouds form when vapor cools  
 
SCIENCE PROCESSES & APPROACHES  
 
K.4  First-grade students at Zion Lutheran School of Kearney will grow in understanding concepts 

related to science processes and approaches.  
 
K.4.1  Scientific Methods  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.4.1.1  Make observations, ask questions, and develop a hypothesis.  
K.4.1.2  Verify a hypothesis by means of a test or experiment and by consulting print and 

non-print resources.  
K.4.1.3  Use appropriate safety procedures  
K.4.1.4  Make and record observations in metric unites.  
K.4.1.5  Record data using charts, tables, graphs, and picture graphs.  
K.4.1.6  Identify patters found in nature (e.g., leaf patterns).  
K.4.1.7  Construct objects and describe the constructed objects.  
 
K.4.2  Scientific Knowledge  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.4.2.1  Recognize that when people work together to solve a problem, they can do things they 

could not do alone.  
K.4.2.2 Identify items available today that were not available long ago.  
K.4.2.3  Recognize that all people can think like a scientist, invent things, and have scientific 

ideas regardless of where they live.  
 
K.4.3  Scientific Instruments and Technology  
 
The student will be able to …  
K.4.3.1  Use simple tools, such as a ruler, thermometer, hand lenses, and binoculars to gather 

data. 

  



KINDERGARTEN TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS  
 
Kindergarten students should be able to demonstrate the following computer skills:  
 
I. Computers in the Public  

A.  Be able to give uses of a computer.  
B.  Name an occupation that utilizes a computer.  
C.  Learn and exhibit computer ethics, morals, and standards.  

II. Use of a computer  
A.  Be able to identify the following terms: monitor, keyboard, mouse, printer, 

CD, and memory stick.  
B.  Be able to locate the on/off button.  
C.  Be able to handle and carry a laptop computer properly.  
D.  Be able to login and access the desktop.  
E.  Be able to access and use educational software.  

III. Keyboard and Mouse Skill  
A.  Recognize and be able to use a mouse pad on a laptop computer.  
B.  Recognize and be able to use the following function key: RETURN, SPACE 

BAR, ARROWS.  
C.  Recognize and be able to plug in headphones into the headphone jack. 

  



KINDERGARTEN VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS  
 
ARTISTIC PERCEPTION  
 
K.1  Kindergarten students will develop the artistic perception that will enable them to respond to 

sensory information with the language and skills appropriate to the visual arts.  
 
K.1.1  Developing vocabulary for perceptual skills and visual arts  
 
The student will be able to… 
K.1.1.1  Describe similarities, differences, and variations among subjects using the senses. 
K.1.1.2  Recognize patterns in the natural world, the environment, and in works of art.  
K.1.1.3  Identify types of media used to create works of art (e.g., clay, paints, drawing 

materials).  
 
K.1.2  Analyzing elements of art and principles of design  
 
The student will be able to… 
K.1.2.1  Recognize line, color, shape or form, and texture in nature, the environment, and their 

own artwork and the artwork of others.  
 
CREATIVE EXPRESSION  
 
K.2  Kindergarten students will express themselves creatively as they develop, perform, and 

participate in the visual arts.  
 
K.2.1  Skills, processes, materials, and tools  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.1.1  Explore the use of texture in two-dimensional and three-dimensional art.  
K.2.1.2  Explain and perform the mixing of primary colors to create secondary colors.  
K.2.1.3  Evidence beginning skills in using art materials and tools, as in manipulating 

materials to shape and form simple sculptures.  
 
K.2.2  Communicating through original works of art  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.2.2.1  Make sculptural representations of people, animals, or buildings.  
K.2.2.2  Make art based on actual objects and everyday scenes and events.  
 
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT  
 
K.3  Kindergarten students will demonstrate an emerging understanding of the historical and 

cultural dimensions of the visual arts.  
 
K.3.1  Role, function, and advancement of the visual arts  



 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.1.1  Identify and describe visual symbols, images, and icons, such as flags, monuments, 

and landmarks that reflect the cultural heritage of our country.  
K.3.1.2  Recognize and describe everyday objects from various time periods and cultures.  
K.3.1.3  Identify the work of art associated with a specific historical period.  
 
K.3.2  Diversity among the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.3.2.1  Describe art from various cultures, and recognize how artists use line, shape, color, 

and texture.  
K.3.2.2  Identify artwork that shows families and subgroups.  
 
AESTHETIC VALUING  
 
K.4  Kindergarten students will grow in their ability to value aesthetically as they respond to, 

analyze, and make judgments about various works of art.  
 
K.4.1  Deriving meaning from the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
 
K.4.1.1  Give various reasons for creating art.  
K.4.1.2  Relate the expressive qualities in their own works of art.  
 
MAKING APPLICATIONS  
 
K.5  Kindergarten students will make applications of the visual arts across subject areas, into 

various aspects of lifelong learning, and relating to professions and careers.  
 
K.5.1  Connecting and applying the visual arts  
 
The student will be able to…  
K.5.1.1  Make a visual art product to increase understanding of a concept or topic studied in 

another content area, such as mathematics (measurement), language arts (story 
sequence), geography (continents), or science (balance).  

K.5.2  Developing visual literacy 
  
The student will be able to…  
K.5.2.1  Categorize pictures according to the elements of art emphasized in the works, 

including color, line, shape or form, and texture. 


