
             

       

 

  

PREKINDERGARTEN 

STANDARDS 

 



 PREKINDERGARTEN LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARDS  
 
READING  
 
PK.1  Prekindergarten students will develop effective pre-reading skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.1  Demonstrate sensitivity to the sounds in language (phonological awareness); (e.g., 

segmentation of sounds in words, recognition of word rhyming and alliteration)  
PK.1.2  Participate in word games, songs, poems, rhyming activities, and recognizes when words 

share phonemes)  
PK.1.3  Show interest (motivation) and value in reading, listening to, and discussion of books and 

other literary activities.  
PK.1.4  Read along during familiar and predictable parts of a story and retell some of sequences of 

events.  
PK.1.5  Sequence, predict, and retell a story.  
PK.1.6  Demonstrate the use of strategies to read words.  
PK.1.7  Understand that print and illustrations carry meaning.  
PK.1.8  Recognize that print represents spoken words.  
PK.1.9  Begin to recognize print and symbols in non-book settings (e.g., billboards, road signs, 

labels)  
PK.1.10 Exhibits book-handling skills (e.g., follows words from left to right and from top to 

bottom on the printed page).  
 
WRITING  
 
PK.2 Prekindergarten students will develop effective pre-writing skills.  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.2.1  Develop increasing understanding of the conventions and physical organization of 

print material (e.g., position of paper, left-to-right tracking, pencil grip).  
PK.2.2  Develop increasing ability to write using scribbles, shapes, symbols, pictures, and 

letters, including the letters of his or her own name.  
PK.2.3  Experiment with a variety of writing tools, resources, and materials to facilitate 

writing (e.g., pencils, crayons, etc.)  
PK.2.4  Begin to determine topics and purposes for writing, attempting to use a variety of 

forms of writing (e.g., lists, messages, stories).  
PK.2.5  Tell others about intended meaning of drawings and writings (e.g., reads own 

writing).  
 
SPEAKING, LISTENING, AND VIEWING (MEDIA LITERACY)  
 
PK.3.1  Prekindergarten students will develop effective listening skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.3.1.1  Listen effectively for different purposes (e.g., information gathering, problem 

solving, enjoyment and appreciation of stories)  



PK.3.1.2  Listen responsively in a variety of situations (e.g., to instructions, to reading 
aloud, to storytelling)  

PK.3.1.3  Understand increasingly complex and varied vocabulary, phrases, and ideas.  
PK.3.1.4  Respond appropriately to increasingly complex directions and questions (e.g., 

follow single, multi-step, and complex directions in sequence).  
 
PK.3.2 Prekindergarten students will develop effective speaking skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.3.2.1  Speak effectively for a variety of purposes (e.g., to share needs or feelings, 

solve problems, ask questions, explain answers, search for information, etc.)  
PK.3.2.2  Use nonverbal gestures and body language effectively and appropriately.  
PK.3.2.3  Use language features effectively: syntax (combining words), semantics (word 

meanings), and pragmatics (language in context)  
PK.3.2.4  Produce speech sounds with increasing ease and accuracy by hearing and 

repeating beginning and ending sounds, matching sounds, vowel-consonant 
sounds, and syllables.  

PK.3.2.5  Use an increasingly complex, expanded, and varied spoken vocabulary, both 
words and sentences (e.g., progression in grammar and syntax, expansion of 
sentence length.)  

PK.3.2.6  Engage in increasingly extended conversations, using appropriate social 
conventions (e.g., takes turns in conversations, stay on topic, etc.).  

PK.3.2.7  Use manners in conversation (e.g., greets and initiates interactions with adults 

and peers). 

  



PREKINDERGARTEN MATHEMATICS STANDARDS  
 
PK.1 NUMERATION/NUMBER SENSE  
 
PK.1.1  By the end of prekindergarten, students will recognize, write, and orally express the sequential 

order of the number system.  
 
PK.1.1.1  Recognize and write numerals from 0-10.  
PK.1.1.2  Count forward by 1s up to 10.  
PK.1.1.3  Count backward from 5 to 0 by 1s. 
   
PK.1.2  By the end of prekindergarten, students will demonstrate ways of representing numbers and 

compare relations among numbers.  
 
PK.1.2.1  Count objects to demonstrate one-to-one correspondence.  
 
PK.1.3 By the end of prekindergarten, students will identify numbers and applications in everyday 

situations.  
 
PK.1.3.1  Identify how numbers are used in counting situations (passing out napkins, 

crayons).  
PK.1.3.2  Identify how numbers are used for identification (phone numbers and 

addresses).  
 
PK.2 COMPUTATION/ESTIMATION: Not Applicable  
  
PK.3 MEASUREMENT  
 
PK.3.1  By the end of prekindergarten, students will compare attributes of two or more items.  
 
PK.3.1.1  Arrange items from large to small and small to large.  
 
PK.4 GEOMETRY/SPATIAL CONCEPTS  
 
PK.4.2  By the end of prekindergarten, students will identify and describe the following common 

geometric shapes in their environment:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



PK.5 DATA ANALYSIS, PROBABILITY, AND STATISTICAL CONCEPTS: Not 
Applicable  
 
PK.6 ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS  
 
PK.6.1  By the end of prekindergarten, students will identify, extend, and generate patterns (shapes and 

colors).  
PK.6.2  By the end of prekindergarten, students will sort and classify objects according to one or more 

attributes (size, shape and color). 

  



PREKINDERGARTEN PHYSICAL EDUCATION STANDARDS  
 
PK.1  Prekindergarten students will relate to the physical world well.  
 
PK.1.1  General Physical Skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.1.1  Develop better balance  
PK.1.1.2  Develop flexibility  
PK.1.1.3  Grow in strength and endurance  
PK.1.1.4  Demonstrate growing spatial awareness  
PK.1.1.5  Adjust body movements to specific situations   
PK.1.1.6  Enjoy participating in a variety of movement activities.  
PK.1.1.7  Demonstrate self-confidence during movement activities  
PK.1.1.8  Attempt new or challenging movement activities  
PK.1.1.9  Actively and regularly participate in physical activity.  
PK.1.1.10  Demonstrate a sense of balance and body coordination.  
PK.1.1.11  Demonstrate a wide variety of positions (stretching, bending, rocking, 

twisting, etc.)  
PK.1.1.12  Represent experiences through movement.  
PK.1.1.13  Demonstrate movement concepts (feelings, directions, words, ideas, etc.)  
 
PK.1.2  Gross Motor Movement Skills  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.2.1  Move the whole body, using various speeds, directions, and ways (e.g., 

walking, climbing, running, jumping, hopping, skipping, marching, galloping)  
PK.1.2.2  Coordinate and control large motions when manipulating objects (e.g., 

throwing, catching, kicking, or bouncing balls, and using a slide or swing.)  
 
PK.1.3 Fine Motor Movement Skills 
  
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.3.1  Use tools (e.g., scissors, stapler, hammer, pencils, markers, paintbrush) 

correctly and with control.  
PK.1.3.2  Continue to develop hand-eye coordination when manipulating objects (e.g., 

blocks, puzzles, beads and string).  
PK.1.3.3  Practice fine-motor skills when engaging in self-help skills (e.g., dressing self)  
 
PK.1.4  Miscellany  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.4.1  Show a positive response to God’s love and care.  
PK.1.4.2  Identify potentially harmful objects, substances, or behaviors, and knows to 

leave them alone and tell an adult.  
PK.1.4.3  Understands the value of movement to stay healthy.  



PK.1.5. Knowledge in the area of dance and movement  
 
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.5.1  Respond to visual and sound stimuli with movement.  
PK.1.5.2  Move in time to different beats and rhythm patterns in music.  
PK.1.5.3  Demonstrate a sense of balance and body coordination.  
PK.1.5.4  Enjoy exposure to dance games, songs, and poems from other countries. 

  



PREKINDERGARTEN RELIGION STANDARDS  
 
By the end of prekindergarten, students will be able to do the following:  
PK.1  Feel secure in God’s love and care  
PK.2  Use the terms Jesus and God interchangeably  
PK.3  Visualize Jesus as a man  
PK.4  Know Jesus their friend loves them and others too, that Jesus died for all people.  
PK.5  Know that Jesus their Savior died and rose again  
PK.6  Understand the Bible as God’s Word, His Book  
PK.7  Express their love for Jesus  
PK.8  Want to love and obey God  
PK.9  Know that Jesus helps them be kind and loving and to do hard things  
PK.10  Are beginning to be able to ask God and others for forgiveness; can forgive playmates  
PK.11  Need to hear that Jesus still loves and forgives them even when others don’t show 

love or forgiveness to them  
PK.12.  Worship enthusiastically, especially when they sing  
PK.13  Know that prayer is “talking to God”; are beginning to say their own prayers  
PK.14  Know that God sends angels to protect them  
PK.15  Need opportunities to: worship, pray, and sing; hear that Jesus loves them; act out the 

Bible narrative; see the Bible as God’s Word; and feel part of God’s family  
PK.16  Continue to understand that God can be trusted as they trust adults in their world  
PK.19  Are beginning to comprehend that they can know God, personally and intimately  
PK.20  Think of Jesus and God in physical terms  
PK.21  Recognize sins, but see sin in others more easily than themselves  
PK.22  Know sin needs to be punished  
PK.23  Will ask God and others for forgiveness for their sins; can forgive playmates  
PK.24  Need to hear that Jesus still loves and forgives them, even when others don’t show 

love to them  
PK.25  Worship joyfully, celebrating God’s greatness  
PK.26  Enjoy familiar songs  
PK.27  Say their own prayers, which are often self-centered 

PK.28  Grow in their desire to help care for God’s creation 

  



PREKINDERGARTEN SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS  
 
SEASONAL ACTIVITIES  
 
PK.1  Pre-K students will understand concepts related to seasonal activities in the calendar year.  
 
PK.1.1  Autumn Harvesting in Nebraska  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.1.1  Explain the lifecycle of an apple  
PK.1.1.2  Observe the harvesting of apples through a visit to a local apple orchard  
PK.1.1.3  Explain the lifecycle of a pumpkin  
PK.1.1.4  Observe the harvesting of pumpkins through a visit to a local pumpkin patch  
 
PK.1.2 Thanksgiving  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.2.1  Explain the initial meeting between the Pilgrims and Native Americans  
PK.1.2.2  Identify elements of early American Pilgrim life  
PK.1.2.3  Prepare art materials and perform songs for a Thanksgiving program  
 
PK.1.3  Advent and Christmas The student will be able to …  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.3.1  Identify the Christian history and perspective of Advent and Christmas  
PK.1.3.2  Experience social customs by creating gifts for family members   
 
PK.1.4  Lent and Easter  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.4.1  Identify the Christian history and perspective of Lent and Easter  
PK.1.4.2  Experience social customs by creating art projects surrounding the seasons  
 
PK.1.5 Patriotic and National Holidays  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.5.1  Describe the importance or significance of holidays within the school 

calendar-year.  
PK.1.5.2  Identify symbols associated with specific holidays (ie. hearts for Valentine’s 

Day, shamrocks for St. Patrick’s Day)  
PK.1.5.3  Experience the social customs associated with holidays  
 
COMMUNITY HELPERS & SERVICES  
 
PK.2  Pre-K students will understand concepts related to community services and occupations within 

those services.  



 
PK.2.1  School Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.1.1  Identify members of a school community  
PK.2.1.2  Identify jobs of school community members  
PK.2.1.3  Explain the rules of a school community  
PK.2.1.4  Identify their own place within a school community  
 
PK.2.2  Home Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.2.1  Identify members of a family  
PK.2.2.2  Discuss the different types of homes and mixed families that exist  
PK.2.2.3  Socialize with classmates’ grandparents/elders during a Grandparents’ Day 

celebration  
 
PK.2.3  Firefighter Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.1  Identify the job of a firefighter  
PK.2.3.2  Identify what a firefighter looks like while wearing firefighting equipment  
PK.2.3.3  Explain fire safety rules  
PK.2.3.4  Demonstrate “Stop, drop, and roll!”  
PK.2.3.5  Observe the use of firefighting equipment and vehicles through a visit to a 

local fire station  
 
PK.2.4  Postal Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.4.1  Explain the process of mailing a letter/package from deposit to delivery  
PK.2.4.2  Create a Valentine to be addressed, stamped, and mailed at a local post office  
PK.2.4.3  Observe the processing of postal materials through a visit to a local post office  
 
PK.2.5 Dental Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.5.1  Identify the persons involved in dental health  
PK.2.5.2  Explain dental health practices  
PK.2.5.3  Demonstrate the proper way to brush and floss teeth  
PK.2.5.4  Identify foods that are beneficial to healthy teeth  
 
PK.2.6 Literary Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.6.1  Explain various library services  



PK.2.6.2  Demonstrate the proper way to check out materials from a library  
PK.2.6.3  Meet and socialize with the Kearney Public Library’s Youth Services Librarian 

through story-times delivered within the Zion classroom  
 
PK.2.7  Medical Community  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.7.1  Identify members of the medical community (ie. doctors, nurses, technicians)  
PK.2.7.2  Identify the jobs of medical personnel  
PK.2.7.3  Tour a Good Samaritan ambulance and manipulate equipment  
PK.2.7.4  Meet and socialize with an EMT and learn about the daily duties of this 

position. 
  
COMMUNICATION  
 
PK.3  Pre-K students will understand concepts related to communication.  
 
PK.3.1  Telephone  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.3.1.1  Explain the uses of a telephone  
PK.3.1.2  Identify the proper placement of numbers on a telephone touchpad  
PK.3.1.3  Identify “911” as an emergency telephone number  
PK.3.1.4  Identify situations in which to use “911”  
 
PK.3.2  Mail Service  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.3.2.1  Identify the position of stamps, sender and recipient addresses on letters  
PK.3.2.2  Create cards to mail at the local post office  
PK.3.2.3  Practice addressing and mailing letters at a post office center within the 

classroom 
  
TRANSPORTATION  
 
PK.4  Pre-K students will understand concepts related to transportation.  
 
PK.4.1  Modes of transportation 
  
The student will be able to …  
PK.4.1.1  Identify various modes of transportation, such as automobiles, trains, 

airplanes, buses, boats, and bicycles  
PK.4.1.2  Identify various road signs associated with traffic (i.e. stop, do not enter, 

school crossing)  
PK.4.1.3  Identify bicycle safety rules  
PK.4.1.4  Demonstrate bicycle safety through a hands-on obstacle course at school. 



PREKINDERGARTEN SCIENCE STANDARDS  
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES  
 
PK.1  Students will participate in sensory experimentation, simple research, and problem-solving 

strategies. Units of study will include:  
 
PK.1.1  Fire  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.1.1.1  Students will identify fire safety recommendations.  
PK.1.1.2  Students will recite “911” as an emergency telephone number.  
PK.1.1.3  Students will identify emergency personnel including: police, firefighters, 

EMTs.  
PK.1.1.4  Students will identify actions that will prevent fires.  
 
LIFE SCIENCES  
 
PK.2.1 Animals  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.1.1  Identify simple characteristics of animals and animal life, including: pets, farm 

animals, zoo animals, and jungle animals.  
PK.2.1.2  Identify at least one animal that migrates, hibernates, and camouflages into 

their environment.  
PK.2.1.3  Identify the life cycles of at least two animals or insects including: butterflies, 

frogs, spiders, ladybugs (alternative years).  
PK.2.1.4  Recognize various sea/water life forms.  
 
PK.2.2  Plants  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.2.1  Identify simple characteristics of plant life.  
PK.2.2.2 Identify how trees change within the four seasons.  
PK.2.2.3  Identify how bees and butterflies contribute to flower pollination.  
 
PK.2.3 Health  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.1  Identify healthy living habits. 
 
PK.2.3.1.1  Demonstrate the proper way to wash hands, cough, and sneeze.  
PK.2.3.1.2  Identify ways to exercise.  
PK.2.3.1.3  Identify healthy and unhealthy foods.  
 
PK.2.3.2  Establish bathroom self-help habits.  



 
PK.2.3.3  Identify healthy dental habits.  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.3.1  Identify the importance of brushing and flossing teeth.  
PK.2.3.3.2  Identify the importance of regular dental check-ups.  
PK.2.3.3.3  Identify foods necessary for healthy teeth.  
 
PK.2.3.4  Recognize the basic bones of the human body.  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.4.1  Identify how doctors use x-rays to treat patients.  
 
PK.2.3.5  Recognize the Food Pyramid.  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.5.1  Identify at least one food in each food pyramid category.  
 
PK.2.3.6  Identify all Five Senses.  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.2.3.6.1  Identify the part of the body associated with each sense.  
 
NATURAL SCIENCES  
 
PK.3.1  Seasons  
 
The student will be able to …  
PK.3.1.1  Identify the growing cycle of an apple orchard.  
PK.3.1.2  Identify the growing cycle of pumpkin patches.  
PK.3.1.3  Identify weather patterns appropriate for each of the four seasons (wind, 

snow, ice, rain, sun).  
PK.3.1.4  Identify activities that rely on wind.  
PK.3.1.5  Identify summer sun and water fun activities.  
 
SCIENTIFIC PROCESSES & APPROACHES  
PK.4 Not Applicable. 

  



PREKINDERGARTEN VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS  
 
PK.1  Prekindergarten students will develop skills and knowledge in the area of visual arts. 
  
The student will be able to…  
PK.1.1  Explore and use a wide variety of media and materials.  
PK.1.2  Begin to understand and use art elements (e.g., shape, line, color, texture) and   

principles (e.g., repetition)  
PK.1.3  Demonstrate increasing ability to plan projects, work independently, and demonstrate 

responsibility and effort with materials.  
PK.1.4  Appreciate and accept differences in artwork; shows a preference for certain types of 

artwork.  
 


