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	 Gr.	5		 Gr.	6		 Gr.	7	 Gr.	8	 Gr.	9	
STRUCTURE	
	
W.4 	

5.W.4 STRUCTURE a written 
ARGUMENT, including  
-  interest readers by sharing 
some significant information to 
back up a claim/thesis 
 
- organize reasons and evi- 
dence in coherent paragraphs 
to prove claim 
 
-  use transitions to connect 
evidence back to reasons 
using phrases (i.e. this shows 
that…) 
 
- conclude with a section that 
highlights important parts of 
the argument 

6.W.4 STRUCTURE a written 
ARGUMENT in which the writer: 
  - Interests readers with an introduc-
tion that is supported throughout the 
essay, and forecasts the argument 
 
- Arranges sections purposefully so 
that reasons and evidence lead to 
each other sensibly 
  
- Includes transitions to lead a reader 
through a text structure that supports 
the argument;  claims, reasons, and 
evidence are connected with phrases 
 
- Includes a conclusion that restates 
important points and poses final 
insight or implication 

7.W.4 STRUCTURE  a written ARGUMENT 
in which the writer: 

  -Hooks the audience with an introduction  
   that introduces a thesis (claims), suggests 

why some may disagree with the position, 
and forecasts the argument 

 
- -Supports the claim with sections that build 

on each other in a logical, compelling way 
 
- -Includes transitions to lead the reader  
    through a text structure that supports the 

argument; phrases to delineate between 
a claim and counterclaim  are used  

 -Includes a conclusion that follows from the 
argument and poses additional insights or 
implications 

8.W.4 STRUCTURE a written ARGUMENT 
in which the writer: 
- Hooks the audience with an introduction  
that introduces a thesis (claims), counter- 
claims, and forecasts the argument 

 
- Supports the claim with sections building  

on each other in a logical, compelling way 
 
- Includes transitions to lead the reader  
  through a text structure that supports the 
  argument 
- Includes a conclusion that follows from the 

argument and poses additional insights or 
implications 

9.W.4 STRUCTURE a written 
ARGUMENT 
- introduce a precise claim 
 
- create an organization that estab- 
lishes clear relationships among claims, 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 
 
- use transition words and phrases 
effectively to achieve different 
purposes throughout the argument 
AND to link major sections of the text to 
create cohesion 
 
- conclude with a section that 
follows from and supports the 
argument 

DEVELOPMENT	
	
W.1	

5.W.1 DEVELOP a written 
ARGUMENT 
- provide reasons that are 
parallel and “angle” evidence 
to support reasons  
 
- use evidence (i.e., exam- 
ples, figurative language) 
and words to be convincing 

6.W.1 DEVELOP a written 
ARGUMENT in which the writer:  

- includes and arranges evidence  
   (facts, quotations, examples,   
    definitions) 
- uses trusted sources and gives 
credit 

- explains how evidence supports    
 claim 
- chooses words to support argument  
 and create mood 
- includes craft moves such as  con-    
crete details, comparisons, or images 

- explains terms to readers 
- uses serious and consistent voice 

7.W.1 DEVELOP a written ARGUMENT in 
which the writer: 
- includes and arranges evidence (facts,   
    quotations, examples, definitions) 
- analyzes reasons and evidence 
- uses trusted sources and cites consistently 
- includes a counterclaim and explains why  
    thesis outweighs counterclaim 
- discusses implications of thesis 
- uses words to affect meaning and tone 
- create metaphors and Images 
-uses and  explains technical vocabulary  
- uses varied formal tone to engage the   
    reader 

8.W.1 DEVELOP a written ARGUMENT in 
which the writer: 
- includes most significant aspects of argu-   
     ment’s purpose 
- analyzes relevance of reasons and   
    evidence for claim and counterclaim 
- uses trusted and significant sources; may  

discuss possible bias of sources 
- all analysis (even counterclaim)  is 

connected to  thesis 
- uses words intentionally to affect reader 
- uses craft moves  (comparisons,  analo-

gies, vivid examples, anecdotes) consis-
tently to help readers understand signify-
cance of a point or evidence 

- uses varied tone to match different 
purposes of different sections 

9-10.W.1 DEVELOP a written 
ARGUMENT 
- objectively present both sides of 
     the argument (if applicable) 
 
- supply strong evidence to support 

claims in a cohesive way 
 
- anticipate the audience’s knowledge 

level and concerns 
 
- reflect critical thinking through depth 

of discussion appropriate to topic  



CONVENTIONS	
OF	LANGUAGE		
	
W.5	
	

5.W.5	In	argument	writing	
revise	and	edit	for	
LANGUAGE	CONVEN-	TIONS,	
including	
-use K-4 conventions*	
   AND commas to set off	
   introductory parts of	
   sentences	
- spell accurately (use resources 
independently to spell accurately) 	
- cite sources in text and 	
    on reference lists	
    (Easybib ok)	

6.W.5 Edits and revisions are made in 
which the writer:	
 -connects ideas using punctuation  
(including dashes, colons, parentheses 
and semicolons)  	
	
- uses resources to check spelling for 
technical vocabulary	
	
- punctuates quotes and citations 
accurately	

7.W.5 Edits and revisions are made in which the 
writer: 	
- varies sentence structure to include complex 
and simple sentences	
	
- uses internal punctuation when citing sources 
(including commas, dashes, parentheses, colons, 
and semicolons) 	
	
- matches spelling of technical vocabulary to 
resources used and spells citation material 
correctly 	

8.W.5 Edits and revisions are made in which the 
writer:	
- uses verb tenses that shift as needed deciding 
between active and passive voice	
	
- varies  sentence structures to achieve different 
purposes	
	
- uses internal punctuation effectively, including 
the use of ellipses to insert excerpts from source	
	
- spells technical and literary vocabulary 
accurately; spells materials in citations as they 
appear in sources;  spells citations accurately	

9-10.W.5	In	argument	writing,	revise	and	
edit	for	LANGUAGE	
CONVENTIONS, including	
- use standard English conventions and 
spelling with few errors (including technical 
terms and citations)	
	
-establish a formal style and objective tone 	
	
-use varied sentence structure to achieve 
different purposes throughout the argument 	
	
- cite source material accurately	
with few errors (in text and on	
reference lists)	

																																			*K-4	Conventions	appear	below:	
	 													The	writer	

•	accurately	used	
ending	punctuation	to	
fix	run-on	sentences	
•	used	apostrophes	
correctly	(where/if	
needed).	
•	used	quotation	marks	
correctly	(where/if	
needed).	
•	used	capitals	for	
names/sentences.	
AND	
•	used	commas	for	
long	complex	
sentences.	

	

	
	


