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RSU #38 Rubric for Narrative Writing—K-2 

 Pre-Kindergarten 
 

 Kindergarten  Grade 1  Grade 2 
 

 
 

STRUCTURE 
Overall Content related to one topic but 

not a story AND told, drew, and 
labeled. 

 Describes what happened 
on one day or different 
days related to one topic 
AND told, drew, and wrote 
on lines.  

 Describes what happened on 
one occasion in sequence. 

Describes one 
occasion with 
sequence of rich 
details. 

The writer wrote about one time 
when he did something. One time = 1 
“small moment”. 

 

Lead The writer started by drawing 
or saying something. 

 The writer had a page that 
showed what happened first. 

 The writer created a written 
beginning for his story. 

 The writer thought about how to 
write a good beginning and chose a 
way to start her story. She chose the 
action, talk, or setting that would 
make a good beginning. 

 

Transitions The writer kept on working.  The writer put his pages 
in order. 

 The writer put her pages in 
order. She used words such 
as and, then, and so. 

Told story in 
order. 

The writer told the story in order by 
using words such as when, then, 
and after. 

 

Ending Attempts an ending with writing, 
dictating, or drawing. 

 Has a last page with writing.  What happened last in the story (or 
in a sequence of events). 

 What happened last in the story (or 
sequence of events) AND ends “in the 
moment.” 

 

Organization On the writer’s paper, there was 
a place for drawing and a place 
where she tried to write words.  

Writer 
stretches 
story 
across 
pages 

The writer had a page for the 
beginning, a page for the 
middle, and a page for the end 
on which she attempted to 
write words. 

 The writer wrote her story 
across three or more pages. 

Organizes 
events across 
more than 3 pages 
(picture and lines 
paper)  
 

  Sequences sentences  in one or more   
   “blocks” (on  lined paper)   
 

 

(Development -  next page) 
         


