
Title 1 News 
October 2018 

Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we 
been working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  Why Do Leaves Change Color? by 

Betsy Maestro 
•  Fletcher and the Falling Leaves by 

Julia Rawlinson 
•  Owls by Gail Gibbons 
•  There Was An Old Lady Who 

Swallowed Some Leaves by Lucille 
Colandro 

ü  Please sign and return 
the Title 1 permission slip 
and Parent/Student 
Compact to your child’s 
classroom teacher. 

ü  Conferences are coming 
up.  Don’t forget to 
schedule a time to with 
your child’s teacher/s! 

 
 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     We have reviewed 3 decoding strategies and have 
been using them to help us when we come across words 

we don’t know (Stretchy Snake, Lips the Fish, and Chunky 

Monkey).  See the bookmark for more details.   

     We have also been working on 4 comprehension 
strategies that will help us understand what we read 

(setting a purpose, previewing the text, asking questions, 

and making predictions).    

			 We will be reviewing and practice using 3 
more decoding strategies to help us when we 
come across words we don’t know (Eagle Eye, 
Skippy Frog, and Flippy Dolphin).  See the 
bookmark for more details.  We’ll also be looking 
at letter patterns in words to help us decode.  
We will investigate how the arrangement of 
vowels and consonants in words can help us learn 
new words. 
     We will be learning about and working on 
some more strategies to support our 
comprehension.  We will be working on 
summarizing to help us understand what we read.  
Another comprehension strategy we will focus on 
this month is inferring.  We will practice using 
text clues, pictures clues (when available), and our 
schema (what we already know) to help us 
determine the meaning of unknown words. 



Title 1 News 
November 2018  

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  Bear Says Thanks by Karma Wilson 
•  One is a Feast for Mouse by Judy 

Cox 
•  Thanksgiving Day by Gail Gibbons 
•  The First Thanksgiving by Garnet 

Jackson 
•  The Pilgrims’ First Thanksgiving by 

Ann McGovern 

 
 

ü  Talk with your student as he or she is 
reading.   

ü  Remind him/her to use their strategies 
for decoding and comprehension.   

ü  Ask your student to summarize what 
they’ve read so far.  This will help 
with comprehension and give you an 
insight on what they are reading and 
how well they are understanding what 
they are reading. 

ü  Have them tell you about the words 
that were “tricky” for them.  What 
strategies did they use to decode 
them?  How did they figure out what 
that “tricky” word meant? 

 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     We have been using all of our decoding strategies to help us 
read new words.  We have also started “coding” words to help 

us read them correctly.  When we “code” the words, we mark the 
letters as either a vowel or a consonant.  Then, we look at the 

pattern of the code to help us know whether the vowel will likely 

say the short sound or the long sound.  We continue to use our 
comprehension strategies to help us understand what we read.  

Each time we get a new text, we set a purpose, preview the text, 
make predictions, and ask questions.  We have also been using 

our inferring skills to help us learn the meaning of new words. 

			 We will continue to practice using our decoding and 
comprehension strategies.  We are working toward 
students using them independently and automatically.  
We will also continue to practice “coding” unknown 
words to help us read them.  We will explore more 
“coding” patterns and determine whether they are 
typically short vowel or long vowel patterns. We will 
even apply these “coding” patterns to multi-syllable 
words. 
     We will be talking about self-monitoring strategies, 
too.  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?  Does it 
make sense?  We talk daily about how good readers 
think while they are reading.  In order to self-monitor, 
you have to be thinking while you are reading.  What 
do we do when it doesn’t look right, sound right, or 
make sense?  We re-read to clarify.   
     Every day we work to make these strategies 
reading habits so that we can be independent, 
successful readers! 



Title 1 News 
January 2019  

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson 
•  How Santa Got His Job by Stephen 

Krensky 
•  The Wild Christmas Reindeer by 

Jan Brett 
•  Merry UnChristmas by Mike Reiss 

ü  Continue to talk with your student as 
he or she is reading and remind him/
her to use their strategies for 
decoding and comprehension.   

ü  If your student is working on fluency 
with the Rock Star Readers program, 
keep up the great work!!  We are so 
happy with the number of students 
participating! 

ü  Christmas Break is coming up.  School 
will not be in session from December 
22nd through January 6th. 

ü  We wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     We have been using our decoding and comprehension 

strategies to help us read new words and understand 
what we’re reading. We have also been working on self-

monitoring strategies.  We’ve talked about how we have to 

think while we are reading and if it doesn’t look right, sound 

right, or make sense, we need to reread to clarify.  We 

are working on analyzing texts, too.  We compare and 
contrast the characters, plot, moral, theme, main idea, 

details, and so much more of two texts.  It’s amazing how 

two texts can be so similar yet so different! 

			 We will continue to polish our decoding and 
comprehension strategies.  We are working 
toward students using them independently and 
automatically.  We will also continue work on 
“tricky” words to build our vocabulary. We will 
categorize the words as to why they are “tricky,” 
either because we can’t pronounce them (so we 
need to use decoding strategies), because we 
don’t know what they mean (so we have to use 
comprehension strategies), or because we don’t 
know how to say them or what they mean.  Every 
day we work to make these strategies reading 
habits so that we can be independent, successful 
readers!  Finally, we will begin to move from oral 
summaries to written summaries.  As we progress 
through the year, we will be increasing the depth 
and details of all of our writing because we want 
to be good readers and good writers.   



Title 1 News 
January 2019  

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson 
•  Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 
•  The Mitten by Jan Brett 
•  It’s Snowing by Gail Gibbons 
•  Snowmen at Night by Caralyn 

Buehner 
•  Snow by Cynthia Rylant 

ü  Encourage your student to self-
monitor while he/she is reading:  Does 
it look right?  Does is sound right?  
Does is make sense?  

ü  Remind your student to always be 
thinking while he/she is reading.  

ü  Rock Star Readers, keep up the great 
work!  If your student is not 
participating in the Rock Star Reader 
program and would like to start, have 
him/her let us know and we will get it 
going. 

ü  Happy New Year!! 
ü  Read, read, read!!! 

 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     It’s all about comprehension, understanding what we 

read.  And in order to understand what we read, we have 
to conquer “tricky” words.  In other words, we have to be 

able to decode new words and figure out the meaning of 

new words.  We spent a lot of time in December on tackling 

“tricky” words.  We also worked really hard on 

summarizing or retelling the main idea and key details of 
texts to help us remember and understand what we read.  

We worked on both oral and written summaries and wiill 

continue to work on them as we progress through the 

year. 

			 We will continue to work on our decoding and 
comprehension strategies to help us become 
better readers.  We will also continue to work on 
several skills that good readers have such as 
determining main idea and key details.  We will 
work more on determining the theme of a text 
and talk more about the moral of a story, too.  
As we move into more complex texts, we will begin 
to work on more in depth comprehension.  We 
will work on making inferences.  When we infer, 
we have to use the text clues, picture clues, and 
our schema (what we already know) to figure out 
something that is not explicitly stated in the text 
such as a character’s feelings or why a character 
did what he/she did.  All of these skills require 
readers to think while they are reading and 
gather clues as they read.  NO “FAKE 
READING” (just saying the words) ALLOWED! 



Title 1 News 
February 2019  

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  It’s Groundhog Day by Karma 

Steven Kroll 
•  Will You Be My Valentine? by 

Steven Kroll 
•  Will You Be My Valenswine? by 

Teresa Bateman 
•  Good Morning to You, Valentine 

by Lee Bennett Hopkins 

ü  Don’t forget to sign up for 
conferences!  Conference nights 
are February 11 and February 13. 

ü  There is no school on February 15th 
and February 18th.  

ü  Save the Date:  Title One Family 
Night is March 7th.  More details 
coming soon. 

ü  Rock Star Readers, don’t quit on us 
now!  Keep practicing those 
passages and bring them in so you 
can earn stickers and sweet treats!  
Let us know if you need more 
passages! 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     We have continued to work on 
our decoding and comprehension 
strategies.  We worked hard on 
inferring the meaning of new words 
and drawing conclusions (reading 
between the lines) in a text.   

			 As we improve our decoding strategies and 
our sight word vocabulary increases, we will 
become more fluent readers.  When we 
have good reading fluency, we are better 
able to comprehend or understand what we 
read because we don’t have to spend so 
much time figuring out the words.  So, we will 
focus more in the next months on improving 
our fluency.  Fluency consists of three parts: 
rate (speed or pace), accuracy (reading the 
words correctly), and expression (with 
appropriate voice and feeling).  We talk 
daily about the importance of becoming a 
fluent reader.  Rock Star Readers is a great 
way to support fluency at home!! 



Title 1 News 
March 2019 

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Thank you for sharing your child with 
us!   Here are some great books to 
share with your child this month. 
•  Clever Tom the Leprechaun by 

Linda Shute 
•  The Leprechaun’s Gold by 

Pamela Duncan Edwards 
•  There Was An Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Clover! by Lucille 
Colandro 

ü  This Thursday, March 7 is our Title 
One Family Night.  Please join us at 
the Trenton MidPointe Library for 
dinner (pizza) and an information 
session about what the library has  
to offer you and your family.  Make 
sure to RSVP so we can plan 
accordingly.  We hope you can join 
us! 

ü  Rock Star Readers, keep up the 
great work!  Special shout out to 
Ady Macke and Charlie Hoops for 
fabulous fluency practice in 
February!  Let us know if you need 
more passages! 

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     We have put a focus on FLUENCY!! 
Fluency consists of three parts: rate 
(speed or pace), accuracy (reading the 
words correctly), and expression (with 
appropriate voice and feeling).  As our 
fluency improves, so does our 
comprehension because we don’t have to 
work so hard on figuring out the words. 

			 Everyday we spend our book club time on 
decoding and comprehension.  As we move toward 
the end of the year, we will move our 
comprehension focus from literal questions (those we 
can answer right from the text) to higher level 
comprehension skills such as inferential thinking.  We 
will talk about how the author doesn’t always tell us 
everything we need to know to fully understand a 
text.  Instead, we have to gather clues from the 
pictures and the words and combine those clues with 
information we already know (we call that our 
schema) to figure things out.  Sometimes we infer 
the meanings of new words and sometimes we have 
to draw conclusions about what is going on in the 
text.  Think of it like being a book detective.  We 
are really going to push our brains this last 
trimester and really work towards being a successful, 
independent reader!! 



Title 1 News 
April 2019 

A Message From 
The Teachers 

Reminders 

What have we been 
working on? 

What’s Coming Up? 

Where is the year going?!  We’re 
almost to the end but don’t ever quit 
reading!  Here are some great books 
to share with your child this month. 
 
•  How to Catch the Easter Bunny by 

Adam Wallace and Andy Elkerton 
•  Rechenka’s Eggs by Patricia 

Polacco 
•  There Was An Old Lady Who 

Swallowed a Chick! by Lucille 
Colandro 

ü  We will be taking the Third Grade 
English/Language Arts AIR test on 
April 16th and 17th!  Please make 
sure your student gets plenty of rest 
the night before and a good 
breakfast on those days.  Also, 
please remind your student of the 
importance of taking his/her time 
and giving his/her best effort when 
completing the test.   

ü  Rock Star Readers, don’t quit now!  
We have several students very 
close to filling up their sticker charts 
to earn the big prize!   

Contact Info 
carrie.wright@edgewoodschools.net	
jennifer.fussnecker@edgewoodschools.net	
	
513-867-4330		Extension	3300	

     As always, we have been work on decoding 
new words, fluency and comprehension.  But, we 

have worked especially hard on the 
comprehension skill of inferring.  We have worked 

on inferring the meaning of unknown words and 

drawing conclusions about what is happening in the 
story when the author doesn’t tell us explicitly 

everything we need to know to understand the 
text.   

			 The Third Grade English/Language Arts AIR test 
is coming up.  We will spend some time polishing up 
our test-taking skills.  We will also focus on close 
reading, identifying text evidence to support our 
thinking, and using text-evidence in our writing this 
month.  Many times authors leave us clues along 
the way that help us make predictions about what is 
going to happen next.  We can also collect clues 
from the text to help us figure out the meanings of 
unknown words.  And oftentimes authors don’t tell 
us everything we need to know explicitly in the text, 
so we have to “read between the lines” to fully 
comprehend what is happening.  We are going to 
look closely at the text to figure it all out and cite 
text-evidence in our writing to support our thinking 
about unknown words, our predictions, and what we 
think is happening that is untold in the words of a 
selection. We are going to think about our thinking.  
It’s called metacognition! 


