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DAMASCUS COMMUNITY CHURCH 
STATEMENT ON GENDER ROLES 

 
 At Damascus Community Church we believe Scripture teaches that men 
and women were created in the image of God, and that there is full equality of 
personhood inherent in that creation.  Genesis 1:27 declares that “God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them.” (NIV, used also in subsequent Scripture quotations) 
 
 At creation God also blessed them, and charged them to multiply and rule 
over the other creatures.  Genesis 1:28 describes this mission:  “God blessed 
them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every 
living creature that moves on the ground.’” 
 
 Their mission required complementary roles in procreation, and the nature 
of this complementary relationship is affirmed in Genesis 2.  First it is evident in 
God’s pronounced purpose:  “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a 
helper suitable for him (Genesis 2:18).”  The suitable helper, or helper 
“corresponding to” the man is woman, whose specific creation is then described 
(Genesis 2:21-23).  Second, their complementary role is affirmed by the marriage 
relationship God established in Genesis 2:24:  “For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” 
 
 The equality of male and female, and the complementary nature of their 
relationship, are foundational truths from the creation of mankind that provide the 
context for understanding gender related roles. 
 
 Throughout Scripture God gifts individuals by His Spirit in specific ways to 
be used in serving God, and fulfilling His purposes.  It is noteworthy that in the 
discussions about this gifting there is an absence of gender qualification (see 
Romans 12:3-8; I Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 4:11-12).  Believers are 
encouraged to serve or minister to one another, and participate in the work God 
is doing, using their gifts and whatever other resources God entrusts to their 
stewardship.  This is yet another affirmation of the equality inherent in the 
creation of mankind as male and female. 
 
 Without diminishing this equality, Scripture distinguishes specific roles that 
are gender appropriate in the home and in the local church.  These relate to 
relationships we participate in as men and women in these particular contexts. 
 
 Men are called to take a leadership role in the family.  This means such 
things as provision for the needs of one’s family (I Timothy 5:8), loving and caring 
for one’s wife (Ephesians 5:25-29), and the nurture of children in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).  Women are called to a 
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complementary, supportive role in the home alongside their husbands, which 
includes respect for their own husband in his leadership responsibilities 
(Ephesians 5:22-24), love for children as they are nurtured in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord (Titus 2:4-5), and participation in provision for the family 
(Proverbs 31:10-27).  They are specifically commended for their involvement in 
the fulfillment of these family needs (Proverbs 31:28-31). 
 
 Men are also called to take a leadership role in the church.  Qualified men 
are called and appointed to serve as shepherds of the flock, with responsibilities 
which include governing oversight of the local church, protection of the flock from 
false teaching, spiritual care of individual members, and other shepherding tasks.  
Men are commended for aspiring to such positions (I Timothy 3:1-7; Hebrews 
13:17).  Those who exercise their gifts in the local church body, men and women, 
do so under the authority of the elders who are given responsibility for the 
shepherding of the flock, and will be held accountable for their fulfillment of that 
leadership responsibility (Hebrews 13:17).  Women and men are called to 
participate in ministry according to their gifting, and are commended for their 
involvement in service (e.g. Romans 16:1-16).   
 
 It is the desire of Damascus Community Church to encourage all 
members of the body of Christ to discover and develop the gifts they have been 
given, serving according to that gifting for the good of the DCC body and for 
furthering the work of Christ here and to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
 


