This handbook cover is a special one as our
theme image this year was designed by Zion
alumnus, Harrison Strong. Harrison attended
Zion from prekindergarten through the eighth
grade and is currently a junior at Kearney
High. Harrison is a gifted artist and we are
pleased to have him design our theme image
this year.
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Open House-Back to School Night
First Day of K-8 School (11:30 Dismissal)
First Day of MWF Prekindergarten (AM & PM)
First Day of T/Th Preschool
Labor Day – No School
Achievement Testing
Parent/Teacher Conference – No School
No School
Teacher In-Service – No School
End of 1st Quarter (41.5 Days)
No School –Teachers’ Conference
Prekindergarten Thank You God Parties
Thanksgiving Vacation – No School
End of 2nd Quarter (40 Days)
Christmas Vacation – No School
School Resumes
Achievement Testing
Teacher In-Service – No School
Parent/Teacher Conference – No School
No School
National Lutheran Schools Week
End of 3rd Quarter (43 Days)
No School – Spring Break
No School – Easter Break
Achievement Testing
Plant Sale – No School
Heartland Field Day
Graduation 8th Grade
PreKindergarten Achievement Ceremony
Last Day of School for Students
(11:30 Dismissal; 42.5 Days)

167 Teaching Days
1085.5 Total Hours K-8
6.5 Teaching Hours Per Day
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September 2018
Greetings in Christ! This year we celebrate Zion’s 88th year of
Christian education in the city of Kearney. Our theme this
year is What a Friend We Have in Jesus. It was inspired by the
favorite hymn of the same name by Joseph Scriven and is
based on the following Bible passage:
[Jesus said] “Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends.”
Gospel of St. John 12:13
Consider further another verse from the same gospel:
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him 3:16-17
This is good news for us sinners and this is the Good News
that we will be sharing with our students throughout the year
through our theme. The school body will be learning the
following verses to the hymn “What a Friend We Have in
Jesus”:
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.
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Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield thee;
thou wilt find a solace there.
Joseph Scriven wrote these words one hundred and sixtythree years ago as a comfort to his mother. These beautiful
words are still a comfort to us today, as are the Gospel verses
they refer to. Children understand the importance of
friendship and we pray that they will come to know more of
their greatest friend, Jesus Christ!
I look forward to another great year of Zion! Please continue
to pray for our teachers, students, and all that work to make
Zion the blessing that it is for so many.
In Christ,
Anthony Splittgerber, Principal
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Philosophy of Christian Education
Christian Education is the application of Law and Gospel to all aspects of
life and learning.
We believe that second only to the Christian home, the Christian day
school is the most effective education agency available to the church for
equipping children for a life of service to God.
The Christian day school assists the church in fulfilling the five functions
of a Christian congregation: education, worship, evangelism, fellowship,
and service.
1.

Education: Classical education is an education in the liberal arts
and is the most effective educational model known. The Bible is
the primary textbook in a classical school. There are no secular
subjects in the Christian day school. Every subject is taught from
a Biblical worldview.

2.

Worship: Worship is a foretaste of heaven on Earth. School-wide
formal worship following the Order of Matins is shared once a
week. School-wide morning devotions are shared four times a
week. Worship expresses back to God what He has said to us.

3.

Evangelism: The Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ
alone is God’s message to all people through the Christian’s
proclamation. At school, children are encouraged to profess their
faith in their only Savior from sin, death, and the devil.

4.

Christian Fellowship: We expect students and staff to accept each
other as fellow members of the Body of Christ as they work, play,
support, and encourage each other.
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5.

Service: The Holy Spirit leads each Christian in Christ-like
compassion and acts of loving service. The school facilitates these
acts through visits to the nursing home, sending letters to
members of the military, in house service projects, and the like.

This We Believe, Teach, and Confess
With the whole Christian church throughout all ages, we worship the
Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – three distinct persons in one
divine being, coequal and coeternal. The Father created all that exists and
continually sustains His creation and provides for His creatures. Jesus
Christ, the Son, became a human, was born of a virgin, and suffered and
died for the sins of all people. His resurrection to life again on that first
Easter Sunday was the sign of His ultimate victory over sin, death, and
Satan. The Holy Spirit, sent by the Father and the Son, creates and
sustains faith through God’s Word and sacraments. This Trinity is the one
and only True God. (Deuteronomy 6:4, Matthew 28:19, 1 Corinthians 8:4, 2
Corinthians 13:14.)
Our teachings can be summed up in one phrase: Grace Alone, Faith Alone,
and Scripture Alone.
Grace Alone (Sola Gratia): God created a perfect world and two people,
Adam and Eve, without sin. When they in pride disobeyed God’s
command they brought death and corruption to all of mankind and all of
creation (Genesis 1-3). Consequently, all people are sinners, accountable
from birth for the sin they are born in and the sins they commit, and the
wages of that sin is death (John 3:5-6, Romans 3:9-10, Romans 6:23). None
of us are righteous and none of us deserve God’s kindness (Romans 3:1018), but God, in His mercy, sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to save the
lost. We are chosen by Him, not out of merit, but solely out of grace.
Faith Alone (Sola Fide): Jesus Christ, the Son of God, true God and true
man, lived a sinless life in our stead (Galatians 4:4-5). On the cross Jesus
took upon Himself the sins of the world, made full payment for them, and
won forgiveness for all (Isaiah 53:4-5, John 1:1-14, Romans 5:19, 2
Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24). All those who believe in Him will receive
eternal life (John 3:16). This life is a gift of God. We cannot earn it by
performing good works or living our lives in a certain way. It comes only
through faith in Christ (Romans 5:6-8, Romans 3:23-24, Ephesians 2:8-9).
Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptura): The Bible is the Word of God. By this
we mean that God the Holy Spirit gave to His chosen writers the words
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they were to write, thus making the Bible God’s own Word and the Truth,
without error. This applies to everything written in Scriptures. It is thus
the sole rule and norm for all our doctrine (2 Peter 1:21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, 1
Corinthians 2:13). Jesus, the Savior of the world, is the heart and center of
the Holy Scriptures. Through this Word, the Holy Spirit brings forth faith
(John 5:39, John 20:31, Acts 10:43, Romans 10:17, 2 Timothy 3:15).
Jesus graciously comes to us today through His Word and Sacraments.
In the waters of baptism we are washed clean – our sins are forgiven, and
the Holy Spirit bestows on us the gift of faith. This is entirely the work of
God and not our own. We baptize infants, for they are also in need of
God’s grace and forgiveness, and are able to believe through the gift of the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 29:19-20, Acts 2:38-39, Romans 6:3, 5, Galatians 3:27).
In the Lord’s Supper, or Holy Communion, our Lord invites us to His
table. We believe that when Jesus said, “Take, eat, this is my body…” and
“Take, drink, this is my blood...” He meant what He said. When the Pastor
says the words of institution, as recorded in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and in 1 Corinthians, the bread and the wine are no longer
just bread and wine but also the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-28, Mark
14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:17-33).
These sacraments are God’s gift to His people. He gives, and we
thankfully and passively receive.
Admissions
Zion admits students of any race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin to all
rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made
available to students. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies,
admission policies, and other school-administered programs. (If you are
looking to Zion as an alternative to public education, see “Student
Services.”)
Children entering preschool must be at least 3 by July 31. Children entering
into pre-kindergarten must be at least four by July 31. Children entering
kindergarten must be at least five by July 31. Students whose birthdays fall
between July 31 and Oct. 15 may take a kindergarten readiness test if the
parents wish to enroll them early.
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In accordance with legislation of the State of Nebraska, a certified copy of
the birth certificate must be presented at the first registration along with
evidence of immunization and, for Kindergarten and 7th grade only,
physical examination by a qualified physician. The registration fee is
required before a chair can be guaranteed.
Alcohol and Drugs
It is absolutely prohibited for any student or employee of Zion to engage
in the unlawful possession, use or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol
on site or as part of any of the school’s activities. Zion will provide an ageappropriate, developmentally-based drug and alcohol education and
prevention program.
Arrival and Dismissal
Students should not arrive prior to 7:45 am. Students arriving prior to 8:10
am should report to the church fellowship hall. Students may report to
their rooms at 8:10. Students arriving after 8:20 need to stop by the office
on their way to their classroom to update our attendance records and
lunch counts. School dismisses at 3:30 pm.
Attendance
Regular attendance is necessary for academic success. Parents should
phone in any absence from 8:15-8:45 am. If no call is made, the school will
contact the parent or guardian to determine the reason for the absence.
Written excuses must accompany the student when returning to school.
Students must participate in all curricular activities including PE unless a
written excuse from a doctor is given to the teacher. Absences of 10 days or
more per semester may be a basis for retaining the student. Discussion,
lab work and daily activities are often more valuable than homework. In
the event of an absence, please stop by the school to pick up any make-up
work.
Bicycles
The school assumes no responsibility for bicycles brought to school.
Bicycles should be locked during school hours and may not be ridden on
school grounds, grass or playground.
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Cancellation of School
In the event that we need to cancel school due to weather or some other
emergency, the cancellation information can be found in three ways:
 The school website, www.zionkearney.org, will be the first and
best place to check.
 All radio and TV stations will be notified. However, please note
that because Zion is at the end of the alphabetical listings, we are
often among the last to be shown, and stations often go to
commercial before reaching our name.
 A text message will be sent out to parents who signed up for this
service.
Cell Phones
If a child is to carry a cell phone for use outside of school hours, it must
remain turned off and in the child’s school bag while at Zion. If it is
removed from the bag or turned on it will be confiscated for the
remainder of the day and will only be returned when a parent comes to
the office to retrieve it.
Change of Address
It is very important that the school office maintain an up-to-date address
and telephone number listing. Immediately notify the school of any name,
address or phone number changes.
Chapel
Weekly chapel is held every Wednesday at 8:20 am for anyone who would
like to attend. In chapel, the pre-k through 8th grade children learn and
experience corporate worship through the liturgy of Matins. Chapel is led
by Pastor DeLoach and Pastor Gaunt. Students are given the opportunity
to develop stewardship through regular chapel offerings that are used for
various mission projects designated each year.
Choir
Zion is proud to maintain a choral tradition for students in grades K-8.

13

The K-8 students participate in a Christmas service in early December and
a musical in May. The K-8 choir occasionally sings during worship services
at Zion Lutheran Church and Holy Cross Lutheran Church. Attendance for
all performances and worship services is expected. Notes will be sent
home regarding these activities during the year.
Church and Sunday School Attendance
Zion anticipates that families will attend church and Sunday school
regularly. Attendance data is recorded weekly for synodical purposes. If
you have no church home, we invite you to attend a worship service at
Zion and speak with Pastor DeLoach or Pastor Gaunt. Worship times are
9:00 am each Sunday. Sunday school and Adult Bible Study meet at 10:30
am.
Classroom Visits
Parents are invited to visit the school when it is mutually convenient.
Please consider visiting in the morning or early afternoon from September
through May. Register your visit at the school office and escort yourself to
the classroom. If you have a particular concern, submit it to the teacher in
writing.
Computers
Computer Education Technology is taught in the computer lab and offers
practical experience with the types of tools that are used in today’s society.
Kindergarten-8th grade students have regularly scheduled time in the
computer lab. Internet usage is monitored by the teachers and a filter has
been installed for your children’s safety.

Conferences
Parent-teacher conferences are held during the first and third quarters.
Parents are encouraged to discuss progress or problems any time it is
mutually convenient for the parent(s) and teacher(s) involved.
Damage to School Property
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Everyone must treat school and church property responsibly. This
includes textbooks, desks, chairs, tables and other furniture, playground
equipment, walls, windows, flooring and other parts of the building, and
anything else belonging to the school or church. The school will be
reimbursed for careless damage.
Discipline
Teachers have the authority to maintain discipline in their classrooms.
School policy regarding discipline has been established in the board
manual. When a student becomes disruptive, the teacher may conference
with the parent or guardian. If the situation persists, the principal will be
consulted.

Dress Code
The dress code at Zion Lutheran School is geared toward simplicity,
neatness, modesty and uniformity. Children come to school to learn;
anything that detracts from the learning process is not appropriate in the
classroom. It is recognized that there are varied opinions as to what
constitutes neatness, modesty, and appropriateness. Zion Lutheran
School requests the cooperation of students and parents in adhering to the
school’s published dress code as we seek to glorify the Lord.
The administration at Zion Lutheran School reserves the right to
determine if a student’s clothing is unacceptable; however, the
primary responsibility for enforcing the dress code belongs to the
parents, enabling the staff to focus on its primary goal of education.

Boys’ Dress Code Guidelines
Colors:
 Pants and Shorts: Navy, Black or Khaki
 Shirts, Sweatshirts, and Sweaters: Solid colors only
 Black Slacks or shorts are to be worn with a contrasting shirt
color.
Pants:
 Proper fitting.
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Shorts:








Uniform basic, corduroy or uniform cargo pants.
Material may not be jersey, spandex, flannel or similar.
Sweats and side stripes are not allowed.
Pants should not be low riders, sagging and are not to drag the
ground.
Pants must not have holes, rips or tears, and must have a finished
hem with no frayed edges.
Proper fitting.
Uniform basic, walking-shorts or uniform cargo shorts.
Material may not be jersey, flannel or similar.
Shorts may sit no more than 1” below the knee and may not be
higher than 3” above the top of the knee cap.
No low riders.
Shorts must not have holes, rips or tears, and must have a finished
hem with no frayed edges.
Shorts may be worn from the start of school until October 1 st.
Shorts will not be allowed from October first until April 1 st. From
April 1st until school dismisses, shorts will be allowed.
However, due to the variable weather in April, parents are asked
to use their best judgment in discerning whether or not shorts are
appropriate.

Shirts:
 Solid colored short/long sleeved collared dress shirts, polo/golf
shirts or turtlenecks.
 The only acceptable logo allowed on a shirt is an official Zion
logo. (Small manufacturer logos, i.e. less than 1” x 1” near the
pocket area are acceptable, no other logos, writing, team names,
or brand names.)
 Only the top button of shirts may be unbuttoned.
 A plain white t-shirt may be worn under uniform shirts.
 Plain, long-sleeved shirts within the color code may be worn
under collared shirts.
Sweatshirts/Sweaters:
 Proper fitting.
 Solid colored crew neck or V-neck cardigans, long-sleeved half or
full zippered, hooded/unhooded sweatshirts or sweater vests.
 Only the Zion logo may be worn. (Small manufacturer logos i.e.
less than 1” x 1” near the pocket area are acceptable, no other
logos, writing, team names, or brand names.)

16



Collared uniform shirt or turtleneck must be worn under
sweatshirts and sweaters.

Socks:
 Socks are required (except with sandals) and must be a matched
pair.
 Socks will follow dress code colors and will include white athletic
socks.
Shoes:
 Shoes must be fastened at all times.
 Athletic shoes, dress shoes or sandals with soles.
 Snow boots and rain boots are worn only on snowy/rainy days and
children will need appropriate shoes to wear once inside the
building.
 The following footwear is not allowed: flip flops, crocs or sandals
without backs.
Jewelry/Accessories:
 Earrings are not permitted.
 Jewelry must not be a distraction.
 Religious items are permitted.
 No visible facial piercing or tattoos (permanent or temporary) will
be allowed. No writing or drawing of any kind on hands or arms.
 Belts must be a solid color with no ornamentation.
 Hoods, bandanas, hats or caps are not to be worn in the
classroom.
 Outerwear is not to be worn in the classroom.
 Sunglasses are not to be worn in the building.
 Solid colored ties are allowed.
Hairstyle:
 All students are to have their hair neat and clean at all times. Boys
must maintain hair length above the collar and out of the eyes.
 No fad hair color.
 Students must be clean-shaven

Girls’ Dress Code Guidelines
Colors:
 Pants, Shorts, Capris, Skirts, Skorts and Jumpers: Navy, Black or
Khaki
 Shirts, Blouses, Sweatshirts and Sweaters: Solid colors only.
 Black slacks, shorts, skirts, skorts or jumpers are to be worn with a
contrasting shirt color.
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Pants/Capris:
 Proper fitting.
 Uniform basic, corduroy or uniform cargo pants or uniform style
capris.
 Material may not be jersey, spandex, flannel or similar.
 Sweats and side stripes are not allowed.
 Pants should not be low rider or hip huggers and are not to drag
the ground.
 Pants must not have holes, rips or tears, and must have a finished
hem with no frayed edges.
Shorts:
 Proper fitting.
 Uniform basic, walking shorts or uniform cargo shorts.
 Material may not be jersey, spandex, flannel or similar.
 Shorts may sit no more than 1” below the knee and may not be
higher than 3” above the top of the knee cap.
 No low riders or hip huggers.
 Shorts must not have holes, rips or tears, and must have a finished
hem with no frayed edges.
 Shorts may be worn from the start of school until October 1st.
Shorts will not be allowed from October first until April 1 st. From
April 1st until school dismisses, shorts will be allowed.
However, due to the variable weather in April, parents are asked
to use their best judgment in discerning whether or not shorts are
appropriate.
Skirts/Skorts/Jumpers:
 Proper fitting.
 Uniform basic, skirts, skorts or jumpers.
 Material may not be jersey, spandex, flannel or similar.
 Length may vary between the knee and mid-calf.
 Skirts may not be higher than 3” above the knee.
 Skirts/Skorts/Jumpers must not have holes, rips or tears and must
have a finished hem with no frayed edges.
 Jumpers must be solid and worn with a solid collared shirt
underneath. Color should coordinate but is not required to be the
same.
Shirts/Blouses:
 Solid colored short/long sleeved collared dress shirts/blouses,
polo/golf shirts or turtlenecks.
 The only acceptable logo allowed on a shirt is the official Zion
logo. (Small manufacturer logos, i.e. less than 1” x 1” near the
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pocket area are acceptable, no other logos, writing, team names,
or brand names.)
 Only the top button of shirts and blouses may be unbuttoned.
 Midriff should not be exposed when lifting arms.
 A plain white t-shirt may be worn under uniform shirts.
 Plain, long-sleeved shirts within the color code may be worn
under collared shirts.
 Appropriate undergarments for maturing girls to be worn; this
should not be visible in color or markings under clothing.
 No exposed cleavage.
Sweatshirts/Sweaters:
 Proper fitting.
 Solid colored crew neck or V-neck cardigans, long-sleeved half or
full zippered, hooded/unhooded sweatshirts or sweater vests.
 Only the Zion logo may be worn. (Small manufacturer logos, i.e.
less than 1” x 1” near the pocket area are acceptable, no other
logos, writing, team names, or brand names.)
 Collared uniform shirt or turtleneck must be worn under
sweatshirts and sweaters.
Socks:
 Socks are required (except with sandals) and must be a matched
pair.
 Socks, tights, and hosiery will follow dress code colors and will
include white athletic socks.
 No fishnet, striped or patterned tights are allowed.
Shoes:
 Shoes must be fastened at all times.
 Athletic shoes, sandals or dress shoes with soles and heels no
more than 2”.
 Snow boots and rain boots are worn only on snowy/rainy days and
children will need appropriate shoes to wear once inside the
building.
 The following footwear is not allowed: flip flops, crocs or sandals
without backs.
Jewelry/Accessories:
 Only small stud or small hoop earrings no larger than one inch in
diameter are acceptable, no more than two piercings per ear.
 Jewelry must not be a distraction.
 Religious items are permitted.
 No visible facial piercing or tattoos allowed. No writing or
drawing on hands or arms.
 Belts must be a solid color with no ornamentation.
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Hoods, bandanas, hats or caps are not to be worn in the
classroom.
 Outerwear is not to be worn in the classroom.
 Sunglasses are not to be worn in the building.
Hairstyle:
 All students are to have their hair neat and clean at all times.
 No fad hair color.
Make-up:
 Make-up should be conservative and kept to a minimum.
 No dark nail polishes (such as black, blue or deep purple) will be
allowed.
Emergency Information
In the event of an emergency, we need as much information as possible to
handle the situation quickly and efficiently. Each student is required to
have the following information on file in the school office:
 Caregiver’s name and address; home, work and cell phone
numbers
 Emergency phone number of close relatives and/or friends (we
recommend 3 separate contacts)
 Physician’s name, phone number and medical alert information
Field Trips
Parents should receive notification in advance for field trips and will be
asked to sign permission forms. Children without signed forms will not
participate. A small amount of money may be necessary to cover an
admission cost. Parents may be invited to attend field trips, though some
trips limit the number of adults that may attend. Students are expected to
wear their Zion polos on all field trips. All field trip drivers need to have a
copy of their driver’s license and insurance on file prior to driving
students. They must also submit to a background check. This can all be
done at final registration day. Please ask the office if you have questions.
General Behavior
Christian courtesy is expected at Zion. We value orderliness, cleanliness,
safety, and our God-given bodies to create a positive learning
environment. Negative behavior including pushing, fighting, coercion,
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lying, graffiti, stealing, possession of illegal substances, etc. will not be
tolerated. Such behavior may result in suspension.
Gum and Other Consumables
No gum or candy is allowed unless permitted by the teacher. Pop is
available after 4:00 pm and may be consumed outside. Be respectful of our
carpeting and furnishings.
Holidays and Classroom Parties
Zion Lutheran recognizes many church holy days as well as most legal
holidays. In recognizing holidays, we will emphasize our unique stance as
Christians first and citizens of America second. We will display our
awareness of the many negative worldly aspects associated with some
holidays.
Homework and Assignments
Homework is an important aspect of each child’s learning process. Every
day parents should help their child by overseeing completion of
assignments and arranging for a quiet, comfortable place for the student
to work. The encouragement of parents is motivating to help children
develop study skills. The best environment for homework may vary from
student to student and so will be left to the discretion of the teacher and
parents.
Hours
School Hours (K-8)

Secretary Hours
Teacher Hours
Early Childhood

M-F
M-F
M-F
M-F

8:15 am – 3:30 pm
8:00 am – 4:00 pm
8:00 am – 4:00 pm
8:15 am – 11:15 am

12:30 pm – 3:15 pm

Illness and Injury
Parents should not send a child to school when the following symptoms
occur:
 Fever of 100 degrees or more
 Vomiting or diarrhea in the last 12 hours
 Sore throat with fever or visible pus
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Earache with discharge or fever
Infectious disease such as head lice, influenza, measles, chicken
pox, impetigo and pinkeye
Illness that would cause school activity to suffer

Children will be dismissed from school if:
 Vomiting occurs or there is persistent nausea (lasting more than
one hour)
 Child develops a fever of 100 degrees or more
 Child feels too ill to function in a “normal” way
 An accident at school requires immediate attention
 Child has evidence of head lice or any other contagious disease
Leaving School
Students are not allowed to leave the school during regular hours unless
prior arrangements have been made. A parent’s permission for their child
to leave will be given only by written request and is preferred days in
advance of the anticipated departure. Students will be expected to make
up any work they miss.
Library
Preschool-8th grade students are allowed regularly scheduled library time.
Students are asked to take care of the books that they check out. Families
will be asked to pay for books that are not returned. The library is
managed on a strictly volunteer basis. Library moms/dads help the
teachers check-in and check-out books. Volunteers are needed to help
enter books into the system, shelve books, and help with the annual book
fair. Let the office staff know if you are interested in helping in the library.
Lost and Found
Misplaced and lost items are placed in the lost and found in the bench in
the north hallway. Valuable items are turned into the school office. Your
child’s name should be on jackets, gloves, boots, etc. Students are asked
not to leave money or valuables lying around unattended at any time.
After the last day of school, all unclaimed items will be donated to charity.
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Lunch Program
The lunch program is available from pre-kindergarten through 8th grade.
At this time we are not able to offer lunch to the preschool students. Hot
lunches are available to students at the rate of $2.50 per meal. Milk is
available at a rate of $0.50 per carton. Milk is available for students
bringing their own sack lunch and for milk breaks in the classroom. Pop
cannot be part of the student’s lunch program (this also applies to sack
lunches). Parents are invited to eat lunch with their child(ren). The rate
for parents is $3.65 per meal. We ask that the office be notified of visitors
for lunch at the beginning of the school day. Payment can be made at the
office or the amount will be deducted from your family’s lunch account.
Payment is to be prepaid for the month ahead through the school
secretary. Reminder notices are sent out on Fridays once the account falls
below $5.00. The school is not responsible for feeding students once the
account falls below zero, therefore prompt and courteous payment is
required. Students are encouraged to apply for full, reduced or free meals
through the school office. For your reference, the milk & lunch price sheet
is included below.

Month
Days
Lunch
Milk
August
12
$30.00
$6.00
September
17
$42.50
$8.50
October
20
$50.00
$10.00
November
19
$47.50
$9.50
December
13
$32.50
$6.50
January
21
$52.50
$10.50
February
17
$42.50
$8.50
March
18
$45.00
$9.00
April
18
$45.00
$9.00
May
9
$22.50
$4.50
Totals
164
$410.00
$82.00
2 day preschool: $20 milk for the year
3 day preschool: $30 milk for the year
5 day prekindergarten: $50 milk for the year

Lunch & Milk
$36.00
$51.00
$60.00
$57.00
$39.00
$63.00
$51.00
$54.00
$54.00
$27.00
$492.00

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
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national origin, sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA. To file a program complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA
office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint
form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 202509410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Medication
All medication, including over-the-counter products, must arrive at the
school in the original container and the parent/guardian must give written
permission for it to be dispensed. It is medically recommended that
students who require use of an inhaler be allowed to carry it on their
person. Only Zion Lutheran staff who have taken the required Medication
Aid Class will dispense medications. All medications will be dispensed
according to Nebraska law. Permission forms for staff-dispensed and selfadministrated medications are available at the school office.
Medical Appointments
Make every effort to schedule medical appointments outside of school
hours. If this is not possible, notify the teacher or school secretary in
writing before the absence.
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Nuisance and Harmful Items
Items such as comics, matches, radios, trading cards, any electronic game
or device, knives, play knives and anything else that the teacher finds to be
a nuisance will be confiscated and kept by the teacher and/or principal.
The school reserves the right to permanently retain such items. Any
harmful objects or weapons, including pocket knives, will be confiscated
and appropriate action will be taken.
Nurses
Nursing students from the University of Nebraska Medical Center in
Kearney receive vital interaction while providing vision and auditory
screenings for Zion’s students. UNMC students also present ageappropriate information in the classrooms to promote healthy lifestyles.
Pets
Pets are to be brought only at the discretion of the teacher. You may wish
to call the teacher in advance for show-and-tell of creatures. Occasionally
pets may be featured at a school assembly. Potentially dangerous pets and
animals may not be brought to school under any circumstances.
Physical Education
PE is an integral part of the student’s experience. PE is necessary to
maintain a healthy body, and to develop leadership, sportsmanship and
healthy Christian attitudes. Students are not required to change into
special clothing for PE class, but non-marking sneakers are requested.
Students from the University of Nebraska at Kearney receive required
teaching experience while providing Physical Education to Zion students.
This partnership allows our students to benefit from expert PE instruction
at an age-appropriate level, increasing awareness of their own God-given
bodies and supporting the development of an active lifestyle. For liability
purposes, the classroom teacher will always accompany the students from
UNK.
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Pictures
Individual pictures will be taken October 1 & 2. Packages are purchased
from Lifetouch at the time pictures are taken. Class composites and
yearbooks will be made available later in the school year.
Playground
Students are allowed to use the playground area during PE and recess
when supervised by a teacher. If a child uses the playground after 3:45, he
or she must be supervised by a parent or guardian.
Policy
The Board of Education for Zion determines school policies. Policies are
administered through the principal and available for inspection upon
request.
Parent-Teacher League - PTL
As a parent of a student at Zion Lutheran School, you are a member of the
PTL. Our fundraising efforts support the PTL events and the Zion
Lutheran School budget. The PTL provides a great deal of activities, both
fun and educational, to students of Zion every year. Our annual P.E.A.C.E.
(People Excited About Christian Education) Auction and Dinner and
various other fundraisers throughout the year support the events and
improvements that we provide. We encourage all our families to support
PTL by involvement. To learn how you can become involved in the PTL,
keep watch for PTL activities posted on the website or the school
newsletter throughout the year.
Prayer Requests
The members of Zion Lutheran Church and other school families want to
be able to pray for you and your family. Parents are asked to complete a
prayer request form to inform the office staff if your family has a prayer
request. Parents are able to choose to have their prayer request added to
the school prayer list which will be included in the school newsletter; the
school and church prayer list; or to only share with pastoral staff. Pastor
DeLoach is also available to speak with if you so desire.
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Recess
Some students are given more than one recess each day and should be
prepared to go outside unless the air temperature or wind chill is 10
degrees or colder. Prepared students will have snow boots, gloves, hats
and winter coats (not jackets). Unprepared students will stand outside
next to the building. Everyone will be supervised. Students under the
direction of the teacher or having written medical excuses will be allowed
to remain inside where the student will be supervised by the classroom
teacher. We encourage all students to use recess to their advantage.
Gossiping, tattling, fighting, bullying and horseplay will not be tolerated.
Report Cards
Report cards are issued quarterly and are to be signed by parents and
students. They are due back into the classroom one week after they are
received unless special circumstances are communicated with the teacher.
School Pride
Our school colors are royal blue and white. The school’s mascot is a
crusader in full armor, which parallels the Christian faith as spoken of in
Ephesians 6. We encourage students to identify with these symbols and
represent school pride, especially during school color days, Lutheran
Schools Week and the spring Field Day.
School Supplies
Parents will be furnished with a list of school supplies during a summer
mailing and also during final registration. Some items may need to be
replenished during the school year.
Security
Zion Lutheran School continues to implement new ways to ensure the
safety of our students. In addition to the security doors, we now ask that
after being let into the school by the office staff all visitors report to the
office window. All visitors will need to sign in and out so that a record can
be kept of everyone that has been in the school. Also, please refrain from
letting in other visitors into the building. Instead, have them use the
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buzzer to alert the office staff that they are at the door. During the school
day (8:20-3:30), we would like to keep the number of visitors in the
hallways to a minimum. We ask that parents wait outside the school until
the students are released at the end of the day unless they need to stop by
the office. Items that need to be dropped off such as band instruments or
homework assignments need to be dropped off at the office and the office
staff will get them to your child(ren). After training, the staff of Zion
Lutheran has learned that these new steps are necessary to improve our
security methods.
Sports
Zion is proud to offer extracurricular sports to students in the 5th-8th
grades. Zion participates in competition with other Lutheran schools
throughout the state. All participating schools hold their teams to the
same Christian values we teach at Zion. Sports are done to the glory of
God, not to the glory of our school. We also believe that sports are a
privilege and that academic skills come first. All students must maintain a
C average to participate. Zion offers the following sports for eligible
students: girls’ volleyball, boys/girls basketball, and track. There is also an
annual field day held every spring for several area Lutheran Schools and all
students in the kindergarten through 8th grade attend and participate.
Student Services
Zion does offer special services through Kearney Public Schools for
students that are eligible. If you think your child needs special services,
please speak with your homeroom teacher. Should all parties agree that
your child would benefit from such services, the formal assessment and
testing process can begin. If you have any questions, please see the
principal.
Supervision of the School
Zion is owned and operated by Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Kearney, Nebraska under the Board of Education as part of the Nebraska
District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The Nebraska District
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Office may be contacted in writing at P.O. Box 407, Seward, NE 68434.
Sycamore
Zion uses Sycamore Education as our school management and student
information system. It is a tool that can help facilitate communication
between staff and parents. It also allows you to check your family’s lunch
account balance and view the lunch menu. Visit
www.sycamoreeducation.com to login. Our school id is 1939. Contact the
school office if you need to get your username and password.
Tardiness
The teacher expects prompt arrival to school. Late arrivals disrupt
schedules and classroom procedures. Students need to be in their
classrooms by 8:15. Anyone arriving after 8:15 to school or the classroom is
considered tardy.
Telephone Use by Students
Students may politely use the phone by obtaining the teacher’s
permission. Parents are asked not to have children called to the phone.
Messages may be delivered through the school office.
The Crusader (The PIN Note)
The Crusader is the newsletter sent home with each child on the 1 st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month. In addition to the website, it will be your best
source for school news. The newsletter includes calendar events, hot lunch
menus and special announcements. Deadline for submission is Tuesday at
noon.
Volunteers
Volunteer helpers and coaches are most appreciated and needed. There
are many areas in which volunteers are needed. If you or anyone you know
would like to volunteer, contact the school office. Volunteers used in a
classroom must be approved by the principal prior to assisting a class.
During school hours, volunteers are asked to sign in at the office before
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entering any classrooms. Volunteers and coaches are asked to dress
appropriately.
Website
We have worked to design and implement a high quality, highly
informational website for your use. The school website,
www.zionkearney.org, contains a wealth of information, resources, and
updates that we hope you will find beneficial. As more and more people
convert from paper to digital forums for their information needs, our site
will be a valuable tool for you. Check it regularly for updates, sports
scores, class artwork, calendars, the latest Crusader newsletter, etc. You
may also refer to our site anyone who may be interested in the programs
available at our school.

Zion Elementary School FAQ’s
We are confident that your child’s experience at Zion will be a success.
Please consider keeping your child at Zion through their elementary years
– you’ll be glad you did! Here are some frequently asked questions about
Zion Lutheran School, with answers.
Q: What grades does Zion offer?
A: We offer kindergarten through 8th grade.
Q: Does our family have to be Lutheran?
A: By no means! We have students from all faith backgrounds.
Q: What if we can’t afford the tuition?
A: We do have scholarships and tuition assistance for families that qualify.
Students that are members of Zion or Holy Cross Lutheran Churches do
receive significant scholarships.
Q: We don’t have a church home – is that a problem?
A: Not as long as you have no objection to the fact that your child will be
receiving a Lutheran Christian education. In fact, we’d like to invite you to
consider joining Zion as your church home. This has been a good option for
many of families that didn’t have a church.
Q: How big are the classes in the elementary school?
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A: We cap classes at 24 students. Kindergarten thru 3rd grade are selfcontained classrooms. We have combined classrooms in third/fourth,
fifth/sixth, and seventh/eighth. As enrollment continues to increase, we will
split grades as necessary.
Q: How does the combined class work?
A: There are many reasons that a combined classroom can provide a
superior education for your child:


Students will have the same teacher for two years; in this time
students and teachers develop a strong relationship that facilitates
learning. Teachers gain an intimate knowledge of each student’s
strengths and weaknesses and can tailor lessons to meet the
child’s needs.



Students thrive academically. In a combination classroom, some
subjects are taught whole class on a two year cycle and other
classes are taught separately by grade or level of achievement.



Students in the higher of the two classes often develop leadership
skills and serve as models and mentors to their younger
classmates. This is how we maintain such a positive and wellbehaved student body. The older students model to the younger
each year.
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Q: How does Zion perform academically compared
to other schools?
A: Spectacularly! Zion now uses the NWEA MAP
assessment to gauge student learning. This test is
given in fall, winter, and spring testing sessions and
gives the teacher, student, and families immediate
feedback on achievement. The MAP assessment has
become the assessment of choice for the Lutheran
schools of the Nebraska district and is also
administered by Kearney Public Schools. This
uniformity of testing allows us now to better compare
school achievement using classroom averages. See the
graphs below for a clear picture of our performance.
(Note: 8th grade data not available due to class size.)

32

2017-2018 NWEA MAP Results: READING
Zion Kearney vs. Nebraska Dist. vs. Nation
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186.4 198.1 210.2 217.9 220.6 219.3 223.2 234.2

NE District Mean RIT 176.5 188.7 197.4 207.3 212.3 216.9 220.0 225.9
Norm Mean RIT

177.5 188.7 198.6 205.9 211.8 215.8 218.2 220.1
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2017-2018 NWEA MAP Results: Language
Arts
Zion Kearney vs. Nebraska Dist. vs. Nation
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2017-2018 NWEA MAP Results: Science
Zion Kearney vs. Nebraska Dist. vs. Nation
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2017-2018 NWEA MAP Results: MATH
Zion Kearney vs. Nebraska Dist. vs. Nation
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Q: I hear Zion is called a classical school. What does that mean?
A: It means that we follow a format of instruction and curriculum that
includes the teaching of Latin, Logic, and Rhetoric. We teach children
more than just facts and what to learn; but how to learn, how to think,
and how to solve problems.
Classical education is not a new method of learning. In fact, it has been a
sound and proven philosophy of education for hundreds of years and has
produced some of the greatest minds in history. It can be understood in
part by its methodology called the Trivium. The Trivium includes the
teaching of Latin, Logic and Rhetoric. It has three stages of instruction:
1. The Grammar Stage is the study of fundamentals of various subjects like
history, science, math, and language arts, in order to build a framework of
knowledge on which later information can be hung. Latin is the paradigm
discipline of the Grammar Stage and begins in the third grade. The goal is
to teach the students from K-5th grade facts of who, what, where and
when, at a time when memorization of facts is easy and fun.
2. The Dialectic or Logic Stage begins in the middle school and brings the
data of the Grammar Stage into ordered relationship. Formal and informal
logic is taught with the goal of equipping the students with thinking skills,
making them capable of detecting sound and fallacious arguments.
Questions of how and why are thoroughly addressed with this age group.
3. The Rhetoric Stage makes use of the data of the Grammar Stage and the
reasoning skills of the Dialectic Stage. Combined they teach our junior
high students (7th & 8th grades) how to express what they think
eloquently and persuasively. These are the years when we offer
confirmation instruction. This stage continues into the high school years.
Because of this method, two goals are achieved. The first goal is that basics
of sound education are successfully imparted. What a joy to see children
who can read well and problem solve! The second is to see our young
graduates go into high school and college with a firm grasp on the tools of
learning. It will be a pleasure to see young men and women who can
think.
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Zion Board of Christian Education
Chair:
Members:

Jesse Florang
308-440-3778
Matthew Hodgson
308-991-5486
Janine Podany
402-208-7778
Desiree Randolph
402-450-2101
Beth Rosenthal
308-440-6017
Mike Wilkens
308-627-7642
If for any reason you need to contact one of the board members to voice
an opinion or to ask questions, please feel free to do so. As a professional
courtesy, board members should be consulted for problems pertaining to
the policies of the school. Day-to-day operations should be directed to the
principal. The Board of Education meets on the first Thursday (after the
first Monday) of each month. A copy of the Board of Education’s approved
policies is filed in the principal’s office.

Faculty & Staff
*note: staff phone numbers are listed on their classroom directory page.

Principal
Anthony Splittgerber
BD: October 11

Early Childhood Teacher
Nancy Halva
nancy.halva@zionkearney.org
BD: October 10

Senior Pastor
Rev. James DeLoach
james.deloach@zionkearney.org
BD: December 22

Early Childhood Teacher
Grace Watson
grace.watson@zionkearney.org
BD: June 29

Assistant Pastor
Rev. Doug Gaunt
doug.gaunt@zionkearney.org
BD: July 20

Kindergarten
Amy Wo0dman
amy.woodman@zionkearney.org
BD: August 14

Early Childhood Teacher
Carol DeLoach
carol.deloach@zionkearney.org
BD: March 20

First Grade
Debra Erickson
debra.erickson@zionkearney.org
BD: February 4

anthony.splittgerber@zionkearney.org
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Second & Third Grade
Christina Long
christina.long@zionkearney.org
BD: June 13
Fourth Grade
Phil Vogel
philip.vogel@zionkearney.org
BD: January 31
Fifth & Sixth Grade
Darcy Willers
darcy.willers@zionkearney.org

BD: February 8
Seventh & Eighth Grade
Lisa Splittgerber
lisa.splittgerber@zionkearney.org

BD: April 14
Music Teacher
Elaine Arehart

Early Childhood Aide
Chloe Syzmanski
BD: May 6
Early Childhood Aide
Carolyn Wilkens
BD: July 1
Early Elementary Aide
Lyn Hoffman
BD: December 26
Administrative Assistant
Shirley Oertwig
school@zionkearney.org
BD: October 6
Administrative Assistant
Jessica Shiers Blattner
school@zionkearney.org
BD: April 19

BD: March 6

Custodian
Ed DeLaet
BD: November 16

Early Childhood Aide
Jana Flessner
BD: December 26

Custodian
Ann Hinners
BD: August 16

Early Childhood Aide
Liz Gaunt
BD: November 6

Food Service
Deb Hild
BD: February 3

Early Childhood Aide
Fran Junge
BD: April 7

Food Service
Amie Nabity
BD: June 23

elaine.arehart@zionkearney.org

Early Childhood Aide
Cheryl Scarborough
BD: November 14
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OUR

PURPOSE

At Zion
Lutheran School we
strive to provide an
excellent, classical
education in a safe
environment, while
connecting students
to Christ for life in
the Church, world,
and eternity.
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