
Instrumental Ensemble Curriculum Guide  
Unit Priority 

Standards 
Outcomes Unit  Priority 

Standards 
Outcomes 

Unit 1  
Instrumental Music 

Literacy 
 

Music literacy is the 
cornerstone of music 
performance. The first 
unit of this ensemble is 

to reinforce prior 
knowledge, as well as 
introduce new material 

appropriate for 
grade/experience level. 

Expressive and technical 
skills of musical notation 
including notes, rhythm, 

phrasing, dynamics, 
articulations, tone 

production and 
intonation will be 

covered.  

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

 

MU:Pr5.3 Rehearse, Evaluate and 
Refine: Evaluate and refine 
personal and ensemble 
performances, individually or in 
collaboration with others. 
 

Unit 3 
Instrumental Respond 

 
Students will gain a deeper 

knowledge of how 
compositional devices elicit 
an emotional response, this 
work will include lesson on 
music theory and musical 

analysis. Students will 
program their own concert.  

Music literacy and rehearsal 
practices are a continued 

focus. 

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

MU:Pr5.3 Rehearse, Evaluate and 
Refine: Evaluate and refine personal 
and ensemble performances, 
individually or in collaboration with 
others. 

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

 

MU:Pr6.1 Present: Perform 
expressively, with appropriate 
interpretation and technical 
accuracy. 

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

MU:Pr6.1 Present: Perform 
expressively, with appropriate 
interpretation and technical accuracy, 
and in a manner appropriate to the 
audience and context. 

MUSIC 
RESPOND 

MU:Re8.1 Interpret: Support 
interpretations of musical works 
that reflect creators' and/or 
performers' expressive intent. 
 



Unit 2 
Instrumental Technique 

& Expression  
 

In addition to our 
previous work with 

music literacy, students 
will begin to deepen their 

understanding of 
programing music for 

performance, as well as 
interpreting musical 
intent of the varied 

repertoire being 
rehearsed.   

 

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

 

MU:Pr5.3 Rehearse, Evaluate and 
Refine: Evaluate and refine 
personal and ensemble 
performances, individually or in 
collaboration with others. 
 

MUSIC 
CONNECT 

MU:Cn11 Apply criteria to select 
music for specified purposes, 
supporting choices by citing 
characteristics found in the music 
and connections to interest, 
purpose, social, historical, and 
cultural context.  

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

 

MU:Pr6.1 Present: Perform 
expressively, with appropriate 
interpretation and technical 
accuracy. 
 

Unit 4 
Instrumental Create 

 
Students will begin to 

compose original melodies, 
as well develop variations on 

a theme. Topics such as 
modulation and 
transposition. 

Music literacy and rehearsal 
practices are a continued 

focus. 

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

MU:Pr5.3 Rehearse, Evaluate and 
Refine: Evaluate and refine personal 
and ensemble performances, 
individually or in collaboration with 
others. 

MUSIC 
CONNECT 

 

MU:Cn11 Apply criteria to select 
music for specified purposes, 
supporting choices by citing 
characteristics found in the music 
and connections to interest, 
purpose, social, historical, and 
cultural context.  

MUSIC  
PERFORM 

MU:Pr6.1 Present: Perform 
expressively, with appropriate 
interpretation and technical accuracy. 

MUSIC  
RESPOND 

 

MU:Re8.1 Interpret: Support 
interpretations of musical works 
that reflect creators' and/or 
performers' expressive intent. 
 

MUSIC 
CREATE 

MU:Cr1.1 Imagine: Generate musical 
ideas for various purposes and 
contexts. 

 


