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REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO. 38 
Student Transportation Appeal Procedure 

 
 

These procedures implement Board Policy No. EEA and are designed to establish a fair, efficient 
and nondiscriminatory practice to appeal an administrative decision to suspend a student from 
bus riding privileges.  These procedures are intended to provide a mechanism for 
parents/guardians to appeal a bus riding suspension of greater than 10 days.   
 
This appeal procedure also establishes a reasonable time line for responses to an appeal from a 
parent/guardian.  Students will remain on bus suspension until such a time when the suspension 
term expires or an appeal decision is made to reverse the administrative recommendation to 
suspend bus privileges. 
 
For the purpose of this procedure,  
  

a. ‘Student’ refers to the student whose parent/guardian is appealing the decision to 
suspend bus privileges.  

b. ‘Administrator’ refers to the principal where the student attends school. 
c. ‘Transportation Director’ refers to the RSU No. 38 Transportation Director. 
d. ‘Special Education Administrator’ refers to a RSU No. 38 Special Education 

Administrator assigned to work with the student. 
e. ‘Transportation Appeal Committee’ refers to a panel of at least three School Board 

members from the RSU No. 38 Transportation Committee or their alternates. 
 
 

Parental/Guardian Appeal Procedure 
 

There is no appeal process for a bus privilege suspension of less than 10 days. 
 
The parent/guardian of a student, who has been suspended from bus privileges for greater 
than ten (10) school days, may appeal the bus suspension.  Parents/Guardians wishing to appeal a 
bus suspension greater than 10 school days, must contact the Superintendent, either by phone, email or 
in writing to formally request an appeal.  This appeal request must include the student’s name and 
school, as well as the parent’s name, a daytime and evening phone number(s) and address where 
parent/guardian can be reached. 

 
 
Response Procedures. 
 

It is the Board’s intent that appeals to bus suspensions are handled in a fair, efficient and 
nondiscriminatory manner.  These appeals will be resolved as quickly as possible and/or 
within 15 school days of receipt of an appeal.  The decisions of the Transportation Appeal Committee 
are final and cannot be appealed to the RSU No. School Board.  
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1. Administrative Review 
 

A.  The first step toward resolving a bus suspension appeal is for the Transportation 
Director to arrange a meeting with the Administrator and Special Education 
Administrator (if applicable) to discuss the circumstances surrounding the suspension 
and terms of the suspension.  This meeting should occur within three (3) school days 
of parent/guardian’s notice of appeal.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine 
whether extenuating circumstances should affect the implementation of the 
suspension.   

 
B.  If administrators are in agreement that the terms of the bus suspension are fair and 

reasonable then the Transportation Director refers the case to the Superintendent to 
arrange for a Transportation Appeal Committee hearing. 

 
 or 
   

If the administrators do not agree that the terms of the bus suspension should be 
implemented according to standard procedures, then the Transportation Director, 
Administrator, and Special Education Administrator meet with the Superintendent to discuss 
the circumstances surrounding the suspension.  The Transportation Director then 
refers the case to the Superintendent to arrange for a Transportation Appeal 
Committee hearing. 

 
2.  Appeal Committee Hearing  
 

A. The Superintendent’s staff will arrange for a special meeting of the Transportation 
Appeal Committee to take place within ten (10) school days of parent/guardian’s 
notice of appeal.  Parents/Guardians and School Administrators will have an opportunity 
to present their position to the Transportation Appeal Committee in person or in writing.     

 
B. The Transportation Appeal Committee will discuss the appeal and send a final written decision 

to the parent/guardian within five (5) school days of the hearing. 
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