
 

Summer Assignment: Due First (1st) Day of Class 

English 3 Honors 
Lakeland Regional High School 
 

Reading:  

You are required to read one text this summer, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, and write an 
analytical essay discussing the work.  When you return to school, you will take an objective test 
on the reading, as well.   In preparation for your essay and to help you review for the test, it is 
recommended that you read closely and actively, annotating (on sticky notes) as you go.  Please 
DO NOT write in the book you have been issued.   The essay assignment and rubric follow.  

 

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is a 19th century novel of both Romantic and Gothic influence, and 
is often considered a landmark work of the Science Fiction genre.  Frankenstein follows the 
adventures of one Victor Frankenstein, a young and ambitious Genevan scientist, who succeeds 
in animating a creature constituted of parts from sundry organisms.  Frankenstein's scientific 
ambition and ability, the monster's existence and relationship with his creator, and the decisions 
and consequences that ensue, make for a tragic plot with a fascinatingly complicated thematic 
terrain.  

 

Written Assignment: 

Directions:  Choose ONE of the following prompts to respond to in a well written, coherent 
response.  Follow the attached guidelines for proper MLA style.  

1. Morally ambiguous characters -- characters whose behavior discourages readers from 
identifying them as purely evil or purely good -- are at the heart of many works of 
literature, including Frankenstein.  Select one morally ambiguous character who plays a 
pivotal role in the novel. Then write an essay in which you explain how the character can 
be viewed as morally ambiguous and why his or her moral ambiguity is significant to the 
work as a whole.   Avoid plot summary. 

 

2. A recurring theme in literature is the classic war between a passion and responsibility. 
For instance, a personal cause, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a 
wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty. Choose a character 
from Frankenstein and show how he/she confronts the demands of a private passion that 
conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature 
of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance to the work as a whole. 
Avoid plot summary.  

 



 

MLA Formatting Guide
Last Name 1 

First & Last Name 

Mrs. Roush 

English III H 

4 September 2019 

Title (no underline, no bold, no italics) 

Text begins here.  Times New Roman.  12 point font.  One inch margins.  In-text 

parenthetical citation follows MLA format using the author’s last name and page number at the 

end of the sentence (Smith 48).  Punctuation follows parenthetical citation.  In general, avoid 

lengthy quotes that span more than four typed lines. 

 

 

Work Cited 

You do not need a separate page for this.  You may add the works cited directly after your 
conclusion paragraph.  If you use additional sources, arrange the entries in alphabetical order 
with hanging indent.  Follow MLA 8 Style. 

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Publication Date. (most recent) 

 

 

For additional help, please use this resource:  

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/ml
a_sample_paper.html 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html


 

Essay Scoring Rubric 
 

College Board Score Grade Explanation 
9-8 97/93 

 
These well-written essays clearly demonstrate an understanding of the topic and have 
chosen an appropriate work of literature and appropriate element(s) (character, theme, 
tone, plot device, etc.) within that work. They address the topic convincingly with apt 
references. Superior papers will be specific in their references, cogent in their 
explications, and free of plot summary that is not relevant to the topic. These essays 
need not be without flaw, but they must demonstrate the writer’s ability to discuss a 
literary work with insight and understanding and to control a wide range of the 
elements of effective composition. 

7-6 87/83 
 

These essays also choose a suitable work of literature and analyze the appropriate 
elements. These papers, however, are less thorough, less perceptive or less specific 
than that of 9-8 papers. Though they are not as convincing in their discussion, these 
essays are generally well-written; however, they have less maturity and control than 
the top papers. They demonstrate the writer’s ability to analyze a literary work, but 
they reveal a less sophisticated analysis and less consistent command of the elements 
of effective writing than essays scored in the 9-8 range. 

5 75 
 

Superficiality characterizes these essays. They choose an appropriate element from a 
suitable work, but the explanation is vague or over-simplified. The discussion may be 
pedestrian, mechanical, or inadequately related to the topic. Typically, these essays 
reveal simplistic thinking and/or immature writing. They usually demonstrate 
inconsistent control over the elements of college-level composition and are not as well 
conceived, organized, or developed as the upper-half papers; the writing, however is 
sufficient to convey the writer’s ideas. 

4-3  
 

68/58 These lower-half papers may not have chosen an appropriate element or suitable text, 
or they may have failed to address the topic. Their analysis may be unpersuasive, 
perfunctory, underdeveloped, or misguided. Their discussion may be inaccurate or not 
clearly related to the chosen element. The writing may convey the writer’s ideas, but it 
reveals weak control over such elements as diction, organization, syntax, and grammar. 
These essays may contain significant misinterpretations of the text, inadequate 
supporting evidence, and/or paraphrase and plot summary rather than analysis. 

2-1 58 
 

These essays compound the weakness of essays in the 4-3 range. They seriously 
misread or fail to comprehend the novel or the play (or the question itself), choose an 
inappropriate element, or seriously misinterpret the topic of the function of the element 
in the work they have chosen. In addition, they are poorly written on several counts, 
including many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics, or they are unacceptably 
brief. Although the writer may have made some effort to answer the question, the 
argument presented has little clarity or coherence. Essays that are especially vacuous, 
ill-organized, illogically argued and/or mechanically unsound should be scored 1. 

0-0  This is a response with no more than a reference to the task, a blank response, or one 
that is unrelated to the assignment. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Lakeland Regional High School 
205 Conklintown Rd. 

Wanaque, New Jersey 07465  
973-835-1900 

 
 

 
English Department 
Summer Reading Contract: 2019 
 
I, the Undersigned, agree to complete the following requirements for the English 3 Honors              
Summer Reading Program and accept the receipt of the materials. 
 
I realize that this work will count as a major assessment in the first marking period of my English                   
3 Honors course. As such, it will reflect my best possible original work. To avoid a late penalty,                  
I understand that my summer work must be submitted to my English 3 Honors teacher on the                 
first day English meets, which is either September 4th or 5th. After that date, a ten point penalty                  
per day will be levied. 
 
 
 
Book Number:    Frankenstein _________________________________  
 
 
 
_________________________________________ _____________________ 

Print Name of Student          Date 
 

 
 
 
_________________________________________ 

Signature of Student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please address any questions to Mr. Novak through e-mail at mnovak@lakeland.k12.nj.us. 

mailto:mnovak@lakeland.k12.nj.us

