
5042 
EMERGENCY INTERVENTIONS 


Emergency interventions refer to situations in which immediate intervention involving 
the use of reasonable physical force with a student is necessary. Emergency interventions can 
only be used in accordance with applicable law, rules, regulations and Jefferson-Lewis
Hamilton-Herkimer-Oneida BOCES policy. In situations in which alternative procedures and 
methods not involving the use of physical force cannot reasonably be employed, reasonable 
physical force may be used for the following purposes: 

• 	 the student is displaying self-injurious or aggressive behavior that threaten the physical 
well-being of the student or that of others and a full range of evidence-based positive 
behavioral interventions have been consistently employed over an appropriate period of 
time and have failed to result in sufficient improvement of a student's behavior; 

• 	 the student's self-injurious or aggressive behaviors are of such severity as to pose 
significant health and safety concerns that warrant the use of aversive interventions to 
effect rapid suppression of the behavior and a range of non-aversive prevention strategies 
have been employed and have failed to provide a sufficient level of safety. 

Reasonable physical force is defined as that minimum force necessary to restrain a pupil 
from harmful conduct. The use of physical force to restrain a student from engaging in problem 
behaviors cannot be used as a substitute for systematic behavioral interventions that are designed 
to change, replace, modify, or eliminate a targeted behavior. The BOCES will maintain 
documentation of the use of emergency interventions that shall include the name and date of 
birth of the student; the setting and the location of the incident; the name of the staff or other 
persons involved; a description of the incident and the emergency interventions used, including 
duration; a statement as to whether the student has a current behavioral intervention plan; and 
details of any injury sustained by the student or others, including staff, as a result of the incident. 
The student's parent shall be notified and documentation of emergency interventions shall be 
reviewed by school supervisory personnel and, as necessary, the school nurse or other medical 
personnel. 

The BOCES provides staff with training regarding appropriate behavioral intervention 
techniques as well as approved emergency intervention techniques. All incidents of physical 
force on a student will be immediately rep01ted by the employee to the employee's supervisor in 
accordance with applicable BOCES policy. 
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