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Use of Electronic Surveillance in the BOCES and its Facilities 

The BOCES recognizes its responsibility to promote and foster safety for the students it 
educates, its staff, and members of the public who visit and utilize its facilities, to ensure a safe 
learning and working environment. After having considered the privacy rights involved together 
with the BOCES duty to promote discipline, and the health, welfare and safety of staff and 
students as well as that of the general public who frequently uses BOCES facilities, and 
balancing the same, the BOCES supports the use of surveillance cameras in its buildings, its 
facilities, and on its grounds. 

To further this objective, the BOCES Administrative Team shall meet as appropriate 
and/or deemed necessary to develop, implement and review BOCES safety practices. The Team 
shall also make recommendations to the District Superintendent regarding the implementation 
and use of surveillance cameras and other surveillance equipment, as authorized by the BOCES 
Board. The District Superintendent shall retain final decision making authority regarding the 
Team's recommendations, and he or she shall notify the Board regarding the procedures to be 
implemented for the use of surveillance equipment. 

In determining the most appropriate use and implementation of surveillance equipment in 
the BOCES facilities and/or grounds, including surveillance cameras, the Team will be guided 
by, at a minimum, the following considerations: 

a) 	 Demonstrated need for surveillance cameras at designated locations: 

b) 	 Appropriateness and effectiveness of the proposed use protocol; 

c) 	 The ability to use additional, less intrusive means to further address the issue of safety, 
e.g., restricted access to buildings, use of pass cards or identification badges, increased 
lighting, alarms, etc. 

d) 	 The expense involved to install and maintain the use of surveillance cameras at 
designated locations, including school buses (where applicable) or on BOCES 
grounds/property; 

e) 	 Rights to privacy and other legal considerations, subsequent to conferring with legal 
counsel for review and compliance with applicable laws and regulations; and 

f) 	 The fact that regardless of the circumstances, surveillance cameras are to be used only in 
public areas where there is no reasonable expectation of privacy. 

Surveillance Cameras 

Any surveillance camera recording from the BOCES buildings, its facilities or its 
grounds shall be the sole prope1iy of the BOCES, and the District Superintendent or their 
designee will be the custodian of said recordings. All surveillance camera recordings will be 
stored in their original form and secured to avoid tampering and to ensure confidentiality in 
accordance with applicable law and regulations. 



Use of Surveillance Equipment in the BOCES and its Facilities - Con't 

Requests to view a surveillance camera recording must be submitted in writing to the 
District Superintendent or their designee. The request must state the reason for the request, and 
what information is being searched for on the recording. If the request is granted, the viewing 
must occur in the presence of the BOCES designated custodian of the recording. Under no 
circumstances will the recording be duplicated and/or removed from BOCES premises except in 
accordance with a judicially issued subpoena or a comi order. 

Provision of Notice Regarding the Use of Surveillance Cameras 

Appropriate signage will be posted at entrances to the BOCES and its facilities and/or at 
major entrances to the same, notifying students, staff and the general public of the BOCES use of 
surveillance cameras. 

Students and staff will receive additional notification, as appropriate, regarding the 
presence and use of surveillance cameras by the BOCES. Such notification may include, but not 
be limited to, publication on the BOCES calendar, in employee handbooks, in the student 
handbook/code of conduct, and placement on the BOCES website. Such notification does not 
preclude, as deemed appropriate by administration, discussing the use of surveillance cameras 
with staff and students to heighten their awareness regarding the presence of the cameras, and the 
BOCES desire to help foster a sense of security via its use of the same. 

Other Surveillance Equipment 

The BOCES reserves the right to deploy and use additional surveillance equipment, 
including but not limited to the use of Global Position System devices, otherwise lmown as GPS 
devices, for the purpose of investigating workplace misconduct. The use of surveillance 
equipment other than the District's installed surveillance cameras shall require the approval of 
the District Superintendent. Once approved by the District Superintendent, surveillance 
equipment shall only be used in those circumstances where there is reasonable suspicion of 
misconduct and, once deployed, surveillance shall be reasonably limited in scope and duration. 

Legal Ref: Cunningham v. N YS. Dep 't ofLabor, --N.E.2d--, 2013 N.Y. Slip Op. 04838 
(June 27, 2013) 
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