
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JG April Newsletter 
John Greer Elementary School – 2018-2019 – Issue 4 

 

Notes from JG Principal – Mr. Walder 

End of the Year –  

So quickly a school year comes to an end.  As the 
school year moves toward a conclusion, we want to 
emphasize the importance of finishing the year with 
stellar attendance, healthy behavior, and academic 
stamina.  There are many special events planned for 
Quarter 4 including field trips, Fine Arts events, and 
PBIS Celebrations.  We want everyone to enjoy these  
learning opportunities as we move toward summer 
break.  Thank you for your assistance and support! 

JG Calendar 

4/22/19  Mon.  – Outdoor School – Walder/Gress 
4/23/19  Tues.  – Outdoor School – Walder/Gress 
                                 All Cadet Band Rehearsal 
4/24/19  Wed.  – Outdoor School – Walder/Gress 
                                3:05pm – Student Leadership Club 
4/25/19  Thurs.  – Outdoor School Walder/Gress 
                                 All Cadet Band Rehearsal 
4/26/19  Fri.       – SIP Day 12:05 Dismissal 
            IESA Music Contest Band/Chorus 
4/29/19  Mon.   – 2:35 Pop Up Celebration 
4/30/19  Tues. -  All Cadet Band Rehearsal 
 5/01/19  Wed.  – 2:35 Pop up Celebration 
                                  3:05 Student Leadership Club 
5/02/19  Thurs.  – 5th Grade Field Trip 
                                  All Cadet Band Rehearsal 
5/03/19  Fri.        – SIP Day 12:05 Dismissal 
5/07/19  Tues.   - All Cadet Band Rehearsal 
                                 Danville Symphony 4th Grade 
                                 7pm Band/Chorus/Ukulele Concert 
5/08/19  Wed.  – 3:05 Student Leadership Club 
                                 Band/Chorus/Ukulele Spring Tour 
3/15/19  Wed.   – 3:05 Student Leadership Club 
5/17/19   Fri.      – 4th Grade Wax Museum 
5/27/19  Mon.   – Memorial Day – No School 
5/28/19  Tues.   – 2:05 Dismissal 
5/29/19  Wed.  – No School – Teacher Institute 
5/30/19  Thurs. -  12:05 Dismissal SIP Day 
                                Report Card Day 

 

 
  

  25 Points =  222 students 
  50 Points =  119 students 
  75 Points =    61 students 
100 Points =    30 students 
125 Points =    19 students 
150 Points =    14 students 
200 Points =    10 students 
250 Points =      7 students 
300 Points =      3 students 

110,128,008 Words Read 
12,982 Books Read 

Current Data 
AR Levels 

Illinois Principal’s Association Breakfast 

On the morning of February 15, Kylie Swearingen and 
Nolan Lee were honored to attend the IPA Student 
Recognition Breakfast with Mr. Walder and Mrs. Mann.  
These 2 students were chosen for this honor by the 5th 
Grade Teaching Team.  They were chosen for their 
outstanding commitment to education, consistent work 
ethic, and stellar behavior.  They are pictured to the right 
with Mr. Walder and Mrs. Mann. 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep Calm and Read On 

February – Reading is Out of This World  
During the month of February, students participated 
in a reading challenge.  As students read, took AR 
tests, and accumulated points, students moved from 
planet to planet, learning new information about our 
solar system.  Congratulations to 9 classes who made 
it to all 8 planets:  Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Brackmann, 
Mrs. Gaddis, Mrs. Gooding, Mrs. Gress, Mrs. 
Mathewson, Mr. Piggush, Mrs. Schaumburg, and Mrs. 
Walder.    Students earned prizes for each planet they 
reached.   The first class to reach Neptune, Mrs. 
Schaumburg’s class, were given $5 per student to 
spend in at the John Geer Book Fair. 

4th Grade will be participating in the 7th annual Wax 
Museum Project on Friday, May 17, 2019. Parents –  

please be watching for more information to come 
home with your child. 

Read to Feed – Heifer Project 
During John Greer’s Reading is Out of This World 
challenge, students accumulated 3,302.9 Accelerated 
Reader Points.  As part of the challenge, John Greer 
pledged to donate 25 cents per point to the Read to 
Feed  - Heifer Project.  As a result, generous donors 
contributed $825 dollars to help relieve world hunger 
through donating animals to needy people.  Through a 
secret ballot, John Greer students chose to use their 
$850 to purchase a heifer, sheep, chickens, pig, and 
rabbits to send to hungry and needy people around 
the world. 

Special thanks go to our faith-based community 
partners: 

 First Presbyterian Church 

 Antioch Church of Christ 

 Hoopeston Community Church of the Nazarene 

 New Beginnings of Hoopeston 
 

 

The fifth grade has a busy April! On April 3rd, we 
toured the Public Safety Building in Danville with our 
DARE Officer, Deputy Miller.  Then we went to 
Outdoor School at Kennekuk County Park. At Outdoor 
School, we get a hands-on experience with many 
topics that we have studied in Science.  We learned 
about watersheds, ecosystems, and different types of 
plants and animals.  We were able to do an aquatic 
study and a forest floor study as well.  On May 2nd, we 
will be taking a field trip to Lincoln’s New Salem State 
Historic Site.  It is a reconstruction of the village 
where Abraham Lincoln spent his early adulthood. 

5th Grade Events 

A Grandparent Day event was held for each grade 
level on April 11 and 12.  We had a fantastic turnout 
with 70% of our students being represented by at 
least one adult.  Grandparents enjoyed refreshments 
of lemonade, cookies, and snacks while they were 
treated to performances from our Fine Arts 
Department.  Pictures of art work played in the 
background while 3rd and 4th Grade general music 
classes demonstrated a bucket drumming routine.  
The John Greer Chorus, Cadet Band, and Concert Band 
also performed several numbers.  In addition, 
students read essays to their grandparents from the 
topic, “What is your favorite family activity and why is 
it special?”  In turn, grandparents shared some special 
school memories.  The program was enjoyed by all 
participants.  John Greer staff wants to sincerely thank 
all grandparents of our students who provide an 
essential support system for them.  Keep up the great 
work! 

Grandparents Day 

 

Silas Yates who is a 5th grader in Mrs. Anderson’s class 
and Emma Bowen who is a 3rd grader in Mrs. 
Mathewson’s class, participated in the High School 
Musical The Sound of Music. They did an amazing job. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jump Rope for Heart 

From February 13th-March 8th, students at John Greer had 
the opportunity to raise money for the newly named Kids 
Heart Challenge, formally known as Jump Rope for Heart.  On 
the final day, March 8th, we held our Kids Heart Challenge 
event.  Students participated in a unique relay race, jump 
roped, hula-hooped, and shot basketballs. 

John Greer students raised a total of $5,600!  The top 
fundraiser for John Greer is Khloe Brewer with $1,225! 
John Greer would like to thank those that participated in 
any way. 

 
 
 
 

John Greer would like to thank those that participated 
in any way. 

 The Fourth Grade took their field trip on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019.  The students went to 
The Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago.  
They needed to earn 85% positive Dojo Points to be 
eligible to attend.   
 Once at the museum, the students were able to 
explore several different exhibits.  Many of the 
exhibits were extensions of stories from our 
Journeys book including science and social studies 
topics.  They saw a tornado, a German U-505 
submarine, chicks hatching, and a large model train 
exhibit.   

The trip was a great success! 
 

Fourth Grade Field Trip 

 The Fourth Grade will present the Seventh 
Annual Wax Museum on Friday, May 17.  The event 
will take place in the gym.  Mrs. Brackmann and Mrs. 
Ailey’s classes will present from 9:15 - 10:30.  
Mrs.Gooding and Ms. Hart will present from 1:00 - 
2:15.  The wax museum is an event the students look 
forward to all year.  Prior to Spring Break, the 
students chose a famous person’s name.  Upon 
returning from Spring Break the students begin to 
research their famous person.  They write a speech 
summarizing the person’s life, create a timeline, and 
poster.  They bring in costumes and props they will 
then use in their presentations.  After the wax 
museum has finished, a surprise celebration is held 
honoring the student’s hard work.  We look forward 
to seeing everyone. 

Fourth Grade Wax Museum 
2019 - 2020 Changes at John Greer 

John Greer will be adopting  a new organizational 
model called Content Specialization.  As a result 
there will be several changes for the 19-20 school 
year. 
 
*The school day at John Greer will begin at 8:20.  This 
will make the beginning of the school day consistent  
across the Hoopeston Area School District.  School 
dismissal times will not change. 
 
*Physical Education classes will be lengthened from 
25 minutes to 30 minutes.  The extra 5 minutes will 
be taken from our Specials: Art, Music, and 
Technology.  These Specials will be reduced from 40 
minutes to 35 minutes. 
 
*While students will be assigned to a Homeroom 
Teacher, their school day will be divided equally 
between 2 Teachers.  From one teacher they will 
receive instruction in Reading, Language, and Social 
Studies.  From their second teacher they will receive 
instruction in Math and Science. 
 
*More information will be sent home in May 
regarding these changes. 

The Cadet Band members performed at 
Grandparents Day and Fine Arts Night on April 11.  
They have also been busy practicing for their 
upcoming performance at the Spring Concert on 
Tuesday, May 7th.  This will be their final 
performance for this school year.  Thanks for a great 
year of music making and learning! 

4th grade classes will be going to the Danville 
Symphony Orchestra at Danville High School on 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019.  We are excited to share this 
experience with our students. Buses will leave JG by 
8:40 and we will return before lunch. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Band Recital Winners 
Best Performers 

The judges selected one performer from each night of 
the recitals to receive the recognition of “Best of 
Night.” The Monday, February 25th winner was  Orion 
Gonzalez and the Thursday, February 28th winner was  
Jayden Bolton. Everyone did an amazing job. 
Congratulations! 

 
 

Band Updates 

 

 

Chorus – Chorus is preparing for the upcoming 

performances in April and May.  We have included a 
few songs that have choreography attached to them. 
We are working ahead of schedule and hope to 
provide an outstanding performance! 

Pep Band  -  Friday, February 8th, our fifth and sixth 

grade band students had an opportunity to play with the 
high school pep band at the boys basketball game. The 
students had a great time participating and learning part of 
what being a high school band member is all about! 

Band and Chorus Contest – On Friday, April 26th, 

the fifth and sixth grade band and chorus will be 
participating in the IESA Organizational Contest at North 
Ridge Middle School in Danville. Three judges will be 
providing comments and scores based on this performance.  
Students need to report to the band room at 3:30 pm 
(remember it is a 12:05 dismissal day) and the bus leaves 
promptly at 3:45.  Students who are only in Chorus need to 
report to the Middle School by 4:45pm as the bus will 
promptly leave at 4:45pm. The band performs at 5:30pm in 
the gym and the chorus performs at 8:00pm in the library.  
This is a required performance for both ensembles. 
Admission: Adults and high school students $3.00 
                     Seniors and K-8 students $2.00 

 

 

 

 

The fifth and sixth grade band students have been busy! 
At the end of February students performed in the recitals 
and received a score and comments from judges. Then, 
fifth grade students performed for Grandparents Day on 
April 12 and volunteers performed at an optional 
performance at Fine Arts Nights. We have three 
performances left for the school year: Friday, April 26 – 
contest. Tuesday, May 7 – Spring Concert. Wednesday, 
May 8 – Spring Tour. Thanks for a fabulous year and we 
are looking forward to the upcoming performances! 


